
WHAT DOES ACLUMP DO?

The Australian Collaborative Land Use Mapping Program 
(ACLUMP) promotes the development of nationally consistent 
land use and land management practices information for Australia. 
ACLUMP is a consortium of Australian and State Government 
partners. The program is part of the national natural resource 
information co-ordination arrangements established by the National 
Land & Water Resources Audit (the Audit).

WHY IS LAND USE INFORMATION IMPORTANT?

Land use and land management practices have a profound impact 
on Australia’s natural resources, the environment and agricultural 
production. The availability of nationally consistent land use 
information is critical to securing sustainable natural resources, 
agricultural productivity and prosperous regional communities. 
Key uses include:

• monitoring and reporting natural resource condition and trend  
at the national, regional and local level;

• targeting investment in high priority natural resource 
management issues such as water management;

• performance information for agricultural industries and 
Environmental Management Systems;

• development planning and risk assessment at the national, 
regional and local level;

• modelling landscape processes that affect the natural resource 
base and generate problems such as salinity, water quality decline 
and soil loss.

Information for landscape solutions
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An example of land use mapping

 Grazing modified pasture

 Dryland cropping

 Dryland horticulture

 Irrigated pastures and cropping

 Irrigated horticulture

 Urban intensive uses

 Water

Land use description

 No data

 Nature conservation

 Other protected areas inc indigenous areas

 Minimal use

 Grazing nature vegetation

 Production forestry

 Plantation forestry ACLUMP

WHAT DOES ACLUMP DELIVER?

Mapping 
Nationally consistent land use mapping 
coverage for Australia at both ‘continental’ and 
‘catchment’ scale.

Land management practices 
Developing a national information system 
for land management practices – the ‘how’ of 
land use.

Coordination and standards 
Agreed national technical standards, including 
the Australian Land Use and Management 
(ALUM) Classification.

Communication 
A national land use data directory and the 
maintenance of land use datasets on Australian 
and State government data repositories. 

Reporting 
Regional and national reporting of land use 
and land management practices.

WHAT HAS ACLUMP ACHIEVED?

Before 1999 the availability of detailed 
mapping in Australia was limited and 
uncoordinated. Australian and State 
government agencies independently produced 
land use mapping at a range of scales using 
a variety of cartographic methods and 
classification systems. 

A collaborative national land use mapping 
initiative was established in 1999 by the Audit, 
the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry (DAFF), the Bureau of Rural Sciences 
(BRS), the Murray-Darling Basin Commission 
and State agency partners.

In 2000 DAFF accepted leadership for the 
national coordination of land use information 
and BRS took on responsibility for the 
development of ACLUMP.  This is continued 
under the Audit’s current national information 
coordination arrangements. Mapping products 
are now in strong demand, and there is 
widespread adoption of agreed standards.
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Land use information is needed by those 
responsible for developing sustainable long-
term solutions for Australian landscapes. 
This includes catchment authorities, local 
government, emergency services, quarantine 
and pest management authorities, industry, 
researchers, educators and non-government 
groups. Land use information produced by 
ACLUMP is also supporting regional planning 
and investment through the National Action 
Plan for Salinity and Water Quality and the 
Natural Heritage Trust. Land use information 
has recently been used to:

• plan for locust control and implement 
Foot and Mouth and Newcastle disease 
preparedness exercises in Western Australia 
(Agriculture Western Australia);

• help manage sediment and nutrient loads in 
the Gippsland Lakes (Victorian Department 
of Primary Industries);

• support regional natural resource planning 
and investment and strategies for industry 
development in South Australia (South 
Australian Department of Water, Land and 
Biodiversity Conservation);

• model sediment and nutrient transport from 
catchments affecting the Great Barrier Reef 
and plan residential expansion in South-east 
Queensland (Queensland Department of 
Natural Resources and Mines);

• support pest and disease response planning 
for horticulture in the Northern Territory 
(Northern Territory Department of 
Infrastructure, Planning and Environment).

WHO NEEDS TO KNOW ABOUT LAND USE? 
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ACLUMP

PARTNERS

ACLUMP activities are financially supported by 
program partners, the Natural Heritage Trust and the 
National Action Plan for Salinity and Water Quality.

State agency partners include:

New South Wales - Department of Infrastructure, 
Planning and Natural Resources

Northern Territory - Department of Infrastructure, 
Planning and Environment

Western Australia - Department of Agriculture

Queensland - Department of Natural Resources 
and Mines

South Australia - Department of Water,  
Land and Biodiversity Conservation 

Victoria - Department of Primary Industries

Tasmania - Department of Primary Industries, 
Water and the Environment

Australian Government partners include:

• Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 
www.daff.gov.au

• Bureau of Rural Sciences 
www.brs.gov.au

• National Land & Water Resources Audit  
www.nlwra.gov.au

• Murray-Darling Basin Commission  
www.mdbc.gov.au

• Australian Greenhouse Office 
www.greenhouse.gov.au

WHERE CAN I GET MORE 
INFORMATION?

Visit the ACLUMP website at  
www.brs.gov.au/landuse

Contact ACLUMP for the CD-ROM  
‘Land Use Mapping for Australia’

The Australian Collaborative  
Land Use Mapping Program 
Bureau of Rural Sciences 
GPO Box 858, Canberra ACT 2601 
Phone (02) 6272 5236  
Fax  (02) 6272 5827  
Email land_management@brs.gov.au
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