
1

Subject: Walker meeting
Location: Commonwealth Parliamentary Offices, 4 Treasury Place, East Melbourne, VIC

Start: Fri 12/08/2016 10:30 AM
End: Fri 12/08/2016 11:00 AM

Recurrence: (none)

Organizer: Matt Cahill

Phone:  
 
 
 
<< Attachments: 
 
  RE: Meetings on Friday [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]  (13.9KB) 

>> 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY 

PDR:  MB16-000375 

To: Minister for the Environment and Energy (For Information) 

MEETING WITH DR ANDREW LAMING MP – TOONDAH HARBOUR 

Timing: For meeting on 10 August 2016. 

Recommendation: 

1. That you note the contents of this brief for your meeting.

Noted / Please discuss 

Minister: Date: 

Clearing Officer: 
On: 9/8/2016 

James Barker Assistant Secretary 
Assessments and Policy 
Implementation Branch/ESD 

Ph:  
Mob:  

Contact Officer:  Director 
Queensland Major Projects 

Ph:  
Mob:  

Meeting with:  Dr Andrew Laming MP, Member for Bowen; Peter Saba, General Manager 
Walker Consulting; Troy Collings, Managing Director (BPRS PTY & Ltd) and General 
Manager NuGrow. 

Prior meetings:
 

 
 

Proposed note taker: James Barker, Assistant Secretary, ESD. 

What we want: On 15 April 2016, the Department wrote to Walker Group Holdings to inform 
the company that it intended to advise the Minister to make a decision that the proposed 
action in its current form is clearly unacceptable (letter at Attachment A). 

What they want: To provide you with an update on the project. 

Key Points:  

1. In June 2013, at the request of Redland City Council, Toondah Harbour was declared
a priority development area by the Queensland government. The declaration removes
the land from the standard State planning and development assessment processes. The
proposal may be subject to assessment by the Queensland Coordinator-General. The
Coordinator-General has not yet made a decision on whether to assess the proposal as
a ‘coordinated’ proposal.

2. The Toondah Harbour Project is a joint initiative of Redlands City Council and the
Queensland State Government through Economic Development Queensland. Walker
Group Holdings Pty Ltd has been selected as the preferred developer, and is the project
proponent for the purpose of seeking regulatory approvals.

Copy to  

Secretary 
Mr Thompson 
Dr Dickson 
Mr Knudson 
Mr Heferen 
Ms Wiley-Smith 
Mr Sullivan 
Mr Cahill 
Mr Papps 
Chief of Staff
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ATTACHMENTS 

A: Letter: Department of the Environment to Mr Saba, Walker Group Holdings 
B: Map: Toondah Harbour – regional context 
C: Map: Toondah Harbour Priority Development Area & referral area 
D: Map: Toondah Harbour proposed development 
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ATTACHMENT A 
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ATTACHMENT B 
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ATTACHMENT C 
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ATTACHMENT D 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY 

PDR: MB16-000376 

RECORD OF MEETING –TOONDAH HARBOUR 

Location: CPO Melbourne 

Date: 12 August 2016 

Who attended?  

Mr Lang Walker, Mr Peter Saba – Walker Corporation 

Mr Stephen Davis – Davis Advisory (acting for Walker Corporation), Troy Collings (Adviser to 
Walker Group) 

Minister Frydenberg, ,  

Mr Knudson, Mr Cahill, Mr Barker - DOEE 

Key points discussed:  

1. Walker Corporation discussed the nature of the proposed Toondah Harbour development;
potential offsets and environmental protections; and Queensland Government and Local
Council views on the proposal.

2. Walker Corporation noted the boundary of the Ramsar wetland was not mapped well, and
further noted the potential to delete or restrict a boundary under the Ramsar Convention in
the ‘urgent national interest’. Obligations under the Ramsar Convention were discussed. It
was noted the Department had written to Walker Corporation in April 2016 to indicate it
would advise the proposal, in its current form, would be clearly unacceptable.

3. The Minister noted he is supportive of sustainable development while balancing
environmental issues.

Follow up Actions: 

1. Walker Group may be considering a potential alternative referral. The Department would
work with Walker Group in response to any such proposal, including considering a further
request for extension.

Note taker: James Barker, Assistant Secretary,  
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