The Strategy sets out how Australia is managing the risks of a
variable and changing climate. It identifies a set of principles to guide
effective adaptation practice and resilience-building, and outlines the
Australian Government’s vision for a climate-resilient future.

We have well-established and effective natural resource management systems, mature financial, welfare and
regulatory systems, well-governed institutions and internationally-renowned scientific expertise. We have
developed a significant national resilience and adaptation capability.

Climate change is a global issue. Australia has a strong track record on addressing the challenge of climate
change, working with others to reduce domestic greenhouse gas emissions. Beyond our borders, Australia
helps developing countries, particularly across Asia and the Pacific, with effective disaster risk reduction,
climate change science, adaptation planning and capacity building.

Acting to reduce greenhouse gas emissions will limit the magnitude of future climate change. To remain a
vibrant, safe and productive society we must also build our national resilience to climate variability and the
changes to the climate that global emissions reduction cannot help us avoid.

Governments at all levels, businesses, communities and individuals have complementary but different roles

in managing climate risks. Individuals and businesses, for example, are best placed to manage the climate
risks associated with their homes and commercial assets. One of the most important roles of governments is
ensuring that others within society can make informed choices about how to adjust their behaviour and choices
in response to climate risks, by providing authoritative climate information and effective regulatory systems.

Australia’s climate can vary greatly from one year to the next, as a result of Australia’s small landmass in relation to
the expanse of ocean that surrounds it and its location across tropical, subtropical and temperate climate zones.
Extreme events like heat waves and floods can have significant social, environmental and economic costs, but we
are building on our experience managing variability and extremes to address the challenges of climate change.

We act together to support prosperity and wellbeing in Australia
and beyond by building the resilience of communities, the economy
and the environment to a variable and changing climate.


http://www.environment.gov.au/climate-change/adaptation/strategy
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The Strategy looks at current adaptation and resilience initiatives
across key sectors

Coasts

The National Climate Change Adaptation Research Facility is working with stakeholders around
Australia to create an online coastal risk management framework, CoastAdapt, to help understand
and manage the risks associated with sea-level rise, storm surges and other hazards.

Cities and the built environment

The Australian Government provides comprehensive and nationally consistent exposure information
relating to residential, commercial and industrial buildings, public institutions and infrastructure assets
through the National Exposure Information System.


http://www.nccarf.edu.au
http://www.ga.gov.au/scientific-topics/hazards/risk-impact/nexis

Agriculture, forestry and fisheries

The Tasmanian Government is helping inform farmers and investors by identifying how five crops could
be grown under different climate futures, specifically poppies, wheat, potatoes, wine grapes (sparkling
and table wine) and barley.

Water resources

The goal for the Water Corporation in WA is to reduce water use by 15 per cent through water saving
programmes, smart metering of water use and promoting water efficiency. At the same time, the Water
Corporation is investing in climate-independent water sources, including groundwater replenishment,
and water recycling for non-drinking uses.

Natural ecosystems

The National Reserve System—a network of protected areas that covers 10,000 properties across 17 per
cent of Australia’s landmass—is Australia’s primary landscape-scale solution to help biodiversity adapt to
a changing climate while protecting healthy ecosystems.

Health and wellbeing

The Victorian Government’s ‘Heatwave Plan for Victoria’ informs Victorians about risks to human health
posed by heat waves, and outlines the actions and systems in place to support them.

@ Disaster risk management

Insurer Suncorp has partnered with James Cook University to analyse insurance claim data to better
understand cyclone vulnerabilities in homes in northern Australia, and to show what can be done to
address them.

O A resilient and secure region

Australia is helping to restore access to more resilient infrastructure and services in Vanuatu after Tropical
Cyclone Pam through a ‘build back better’ approach. Our Vanuatu Aid Investment Plan addresses the
economic and social challenges of climate change and natural disasters.



http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/agriculture/investing-in-irrigation/enterprise-suitability-toolkit
http://www.watercorporation.com.au/
https://www.environment.gov.au/land/nrs
https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/public-health/environmental-health/climate-weather-and-public-health/heatwaves-and-extreme-heat/heatwave-planning
http://www.suncorp.com.au/insurance/protectingthenorth
http://dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Documents/vanuatu-aid-investment-plan-2015-19.pdf

SCOPE AND PURPOSE

Highlight resilience-building by governments, businesses and communities in
Australia and our region; guide effective climate change adaptation with a set of
principles; and establish priority areas for future consultation and action.

VISION

We act together to support prosperity and wellbeing in Australia and beyond
by building the resilience of communities, the economy and the environment
to a variable and changing climate.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

Shared responsibility Factor climate risk Assist the vulnerable
into decisions

Evidence-based, risk Collaborative, Revisit decisions and
management approach values-based choices outcomes over time

PRIORITIES FOR NATIONAL ENGAGEMENT

Priority 1 Priority 2 Priority 3 Priority 4

Understand and Plan and act Check and reassess Collaborate
communicate and learn
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