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2025 QUARANTINE REGULATORS MEETING

28 April to 2 May The 2025 Quarantine Regulators Meeting (QRM), co-hosted by the
MANILA, Philippines Philippines’ Bureau of Plant Industry (BPI) and the Australian Department of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF), was held in Manila, Philippines
from 28 April to 2 May 2025.

An industry day hosted by the BPI took place on 28 April, meetings of the
International Cargo Cooperative Biosecurity Arrangement Member Agencies
on 29 April, and a field trip, local cultural experience and official dinner
showcasing the rich and welcoming culture of the Philippines, was hosted by
the BPI on 30 April. The 2025 QRM took place on 1 and 2 May and included
presentations and discussions relating to the theme of this year’s forum: ‘The
Evolution of Biosecurity Regulation: Past, Present and Future’.

Dr Gerald Glenn F. Panganiban, Director, BPI, delivered the 2025 QRM Official Welcome address and remarked that the
QRM is a forum for unity, dialogue and forward thinking. Dr Glenn noted that the forum allows for reflection on lessons
learned, alignment of strategies and building the kind of partnerships that transcend borders. Dr Glenn also reflected
that biosecurity is a global imperative. Robust quarantine systems are not merely technical functions, they are
foundational to food security, sustainable agriculture and fair trade. Dr Glenn highlighted the importance of the QRM in
giving regulators the opportunity to continue building these systems with foresight, cooperation and a shared
commitment to the future.

‘The Evolution of Biosecurity Regulation: Past, Present and Future’

Ms Anna Brezzo, Acting First Assistant Secretary, Compliance &
Enforcement Division, DAFF, delivered the 2025 QRM Opening Remarks,
in which she reflected on the holistic approach to biosecurity being
adopted by governments globally. Ms Brezzo spoke of the importance of
border controls, enhanced surveillance systems, national biosecurity
strategies, and collaboration between countries in addressing cross-
border biosecurity threats and disease outbreaks.

Ms Brezzo also remarked on the positive economic and trade
implications of strong biosecurity frameworks and how advances
in technology are being increasingly incorporated into biosecurity
regulation.

Further, Ms Brezzo noted that the QRM is integral to the
collaboration, innovative thinking and adaptable approach to
regulation needed to prepare for, and respond to, biosecurity
challenges.
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Presentations

Presentations at the 2025 QRM covered a diverse range of topics, well-
complemented by initial reflections by Dr Robert Atkinson,

the Australian Counsellor (Agriculture) Bangkok, Thailand and Mr Nathan
Reid, Lead Director (Compliance and Enforcement Division), DAFF, with both
presenters emphasising the critical role that cooperation and information-
sharing plays in biosecurity risk management.

Delegates participated in an interactive session by the Centre of Excellence
for Biosecurity Risk Analysis on the objectives and ‘ages’ of biosecurity
systems in managing biosecurity risks across the continuum.

The Standards and Trade Development Facility Secretariat presented on the
impact of good regulatory practice on improving understanding of, and
compliance with, sanitary and phytosanitary measures in supporting safe
trade facilitation. This was reinforced by the World Bank’s presentation on
the complementarity and importance of partnerships, trade facilitation
support and good biosecurity regulation.

2025 QRM COUNTRY/REGION/ORGANISATION IN ATTENDANCE

Indonesia and Australia provided information on opportunities for regulators and industry to enhance the accuracy and
reliability of biosecurity treatments and trust in the performance of fumigations.

Delegates learned about biosecurity challenges, risks and risk mitigation systems (including treatments, technology and
processes) from other agencies, with presentations from Turkiye, Canada, Taiwan, Solomon Islands, Philippines, Timor
Leste, the International Regional Organization for Plant and Animal Health and Australia. These presentations provided
valuable insights to the different challenges faced, and, importantly, how agencies have been able to overcome these.
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Field Day Tour

Delegates travelled to Lucban in the Quezon Province
to visit the KOPIA Smart Greenhouse and observed
the profound impact that innovation and
collaboration has on agricultural production through
community farming. Delegates then had the
opportunity to immerse themselves in the vibrant
surrounds of Bukid Amara, with a mountainous
backdrop, while learning to make (and eat!) ‘kiping’
and sample the local, delicious, ‘Pancit habhab’. The
field trip was complemented by a tour through
Insular Botanicals, boasting a range of plants and
herbs, and an official dinner that further showcased
the incredibly rich and generous culture of the
Philippines.

Further information about the Quarantine Regulators
Meeting can be found at:

e Website: Quarantine Regulators Meeting
¢ Email - QRM @aff.gov.au
e Quarantine Regulators Meeting

The 2025 QRM was a week filled with activities and
opportunities for delegates to connect, re-connect and
deepen partnerships in the pursuit of better biosecurity risk
management. The meeting reinforced the importance of the
forum in fostering global collaboration — collaboration that is
essential to our ability to manage biosecurity risks as
effectively as possible.

Here you will find:

Industry Day 2025 QRM
* Agenda * 5-day event schedule
*Presentations * List of delegates

» Official Agenda
ICCBA * Presentations
* Agenda * Presenter biographies
* Methyl Bromide slides
* SF methodology and
comparison table
* Methyl Bromide fumigation
of high-risk plant products
packaging requirements

Photos
More photos can be found
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