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Indicator 4.1b: Management of the risk of soil erosion 

in forests (2025) 

This indicator assesses the extent to which the risk of soil erosion has been explicitly 

identified and addressed in forest management. The avoidance of soil erosion reflects the 

extent to which associated values, including soil fertility and water quality, are protected. 

 

Supporting information for Indicator 4.1b: Management of the risk of soil erosion in forests 
 
Table 4.1b-1: Legally binding and non-legally binding instruments that address conservation and maintenance of 
soil resources (soil physical properties and risk to soil erosion). Note: This table is identical to Table 4.1c-1. 

State/territory Instrument (full title) Legally binding 
(Yes/No) 

Tenure categories to 
which it applies 

Australian 
Capital 
Territory 

The Australian and New Zealand Standard for Sustainable Forest 
Management (AS/NZS 4708:2021), Responsible Wood  

No 
Multiple-use public forest 
and Private forest 

The FSC National Forest Stewardship Standard of Australia, Forest 
Stewardship Council 

No 
Multiple-use public forest 
and Private forest 

ACT Code of Forest Practice (updated 2022) No All tenures 
Environment Protection Act 1997 Yes All tenures 

Environment Protection Regulation 2005 Yes All tenures 

Nature Conservation Act 2014  Yes All tenures 
Public Unleased Land Act 2013  Yes All tenures 
Strategic Plantation Management Plan 
(updated 2025) 

No All tenures 

New South 
Wales 

The Australian and New Zealand Standard for Sustainable Forest 
Management (AS/NZS 4708:2021), Responsible Wood 

No 
Multiple-use public forest 
and Private forest 

The FSC National Forest Stewardship Standard of Australia, Forest 
Stewardship Council 

No 
Multiple-use public forest 
and Private forest 

Brigalow and Nandewar Community Conservation Area Act 2005  Yes Multiple-use public forest 

Bush Fire Environmental Assessment Code 2021 Yes All tenures 

Contaminated Land Management Act 1997   Yes All tenures 

Environmentally Hazardous Chemicals Act 1985   Yes All tenures 

Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979   Yes All tenures 

Forest Practices Code Part 1: Timber harvesting and haulage in 
Forestry Corporation of NSW softwood plantations 2022  

No Multiple-use public forest 

Forest Soil and Water Protection - A Manual for Forestry Operators 
2000  

No Multiple-use public forest 

Forestry Act 2012  Yes 
Multiple-use public forest 
and Other Crown land 

Forestry and National Park Estate Act 1998   Yes All tenures 

Forestry Regulation 2022 Yes 
Multiple-use public forest 
and Other Crown land 

Integrated Forestry Operations Approvals (made under the Forestry 
Act 2012) 

Yes Multiple-use public forest 
and Other Crown land 

Local Land Services Act 2013 Yes Private forest 

Mining Act 1992  Yes All tenures 

Mining Regulation 2016  Yes All tenures 

National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 Yes 
Nature conservation 
reserve 

National Parks and Wildlife Regulation 2019  Yes 
Nature conservation 
reserve 

Pesticides Act 1999  Yes All tenures 

Australia’s State of the Forests Report 

https://www.responsiblewood.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/AS-NZS-4708-2021-Sustainable-Forest-Management.pdf
https://www.responsiblewood.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/AS-NZS-4708-2021-Sustainable-Forest-Management.pdf
https://anz.fsc.org/forest-management-certification/australian-forest-management-certification
https://anz.fsc.org/forest-management-certification/australian-forest-management-certification
https://www.act.gov.au/open/act-code-of-forest-practice
https://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdb/au/legis/act/consol_act/epa1997284/
https://www.legislation.act.gov.au/sl/2005-38
https://www.legislation.act.gov.au/a/2014-59
https://www.legislation.act.gov.au/a/2013-3
https://www.act.gov.au/open/strategic-plantation-management-plan
https://www.responsiblewood.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/AS-NZS-4708-2021-Sustainable-Forest-Management.pdf
https://www.responsiblewood.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/AS-NZS-4708-2021-Sustainable-Forest-Management.pdf
https://anz.fsc.org/forest-management-certification/australian-forest-management-certification
https://anz.fsc.org/forest-management-certification/australian-forest-management-certification
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2005-056
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/resources/publications/hazard-reduction/bush-fire-environmental-assessment-code
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1997-140
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/whole/html/repealed/current/act-1985-014
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1979-203
https://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/other/nsw/NSWEPICStd/2005/1.html
https://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/other/nsw/NSWEPICStd/2005/1.html
https://www.forestrycorporation.com.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/449904/D00087687-Forest-Soil-and-Water-Protection-A-Manual-for-Forestry-Operators-2000.pdf
https://www.forestrycorporation.com.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/449904/D00087687-Forest-Soil-and-Water-Protection-A-Manual-for-Forestry-Operators-2000.pdf
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2012-096
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/2005-11-24/act-1998-163
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sl-2022-0492
https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/Your-environment/Native-forestry/Public-native-forestry/Integrated-Forestry-Operations-Approvals
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/pdf/asmade/act-1992-29
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sl-2016-0498
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1974-080
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sl-2019-0408
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/whole/html/inforce/current/act-1999-080
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Pesticides Regulation 2017 Yes All tenures 

Plantations and Reafforestation Act 1999 Yes 
Multiple-use public forest 
and Private forest 

Plantations and Reafforestation (Code) Regulation 2001 Yes 
Multiple-use public forest 
and Private forest 

Private Native Forestry Codes of Practice 2022 Yes Private forest 

Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997  Yes All tenures 

Rural Fires Act 1997 Yes All tenures 

Rural Fires Regulation 2008 Yes All tenures 

Soil Conservation Act 1938 Yes All tenures 

State Environmental Planning Policy (Coastal Management) 2018 
(under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979) 

Yes All tenures 

Northern 
Territory 

The Australian and New Zealand Standard for Sustainable Forest 
Management (AS/NZS 4708:2021), Responsible Wood 

No Private forest 

The FSC National Forest Stewardship Standard of Australia, Forest 
Stewardship Council 

No Private forest 

Pastoral Land Act 1992  Yes All tenures 

Planning Act 1999 Yes All tenures 

Soil Conservation and Land Utilisation Act 1969 Yes All tenures 

Sustainable Forestry Practices: Guidelines for the Northern Territory 
2021  

No Private forest 

Waste Management and Pollution Control Act 1998 Yes All tenures 

Water Act 1992 Yes All tenures 

Water Regulations 1992 Yes All tenures 

Queensland The Australian and New Zealand Standard for Sustainable Forest 
Management (AS/NZS 4708:2021), Responsible Wood 

No 
Multiple-use public forest 
and Private forest 

The FSC National Forest Stewardship Standard of Australia, Forest 
Stewardship Council 

No Multiple-use public forest  

Code of practice for native forest timber production on Queensland’s 
State forest estate 2020 

Yes 
Multiple-use public 
forest, Leasehold forest, 
and Other Crown land 

Environmental Protection Act 1994  Yes All tenures 

Forestry Act 1959 Yes 

Multiple-use public 
forest, Leasehold forest, 
Other Crown land and 
Private forest 

Managing native forest practice: A self-assessable vegetation clearing 
code 2014 

Yes 
Leasehold forest and 
Private forest 

Nature Conservation Act 1992 Yes All tenures 

Soil Conservation Act 1986 Yes All tenures  

Timber Plantation Operations Code of Practice for Queensland 2015 No 
Multiple-use public forest 
and Private forest 

Vegetation Management Act 1999 Yes All tenures  

South 
Australia 
 

The Australian and New Zealand Standard for Sustainable Forest 
Management (AS/NZS 4708:2021), Responsible Wood 

No 
Multiple-use public forest 
and Private forest 

The FSC National Forest Stewardship Standard of Australia, Forest 
Stewardship Council 

No 
Multiple-use public forest 
and Private forest 

Guidelines for plantation forestry in South Australia 2009  No 
Multiple-use public forest 
and Private forest 

Guidelines for the Management of Roadside Native Vegetation and 
Regrowth Vegetation 2019 (amended 2020) 

No All tenures 

Landscape South Australia Act 2019 Yes All tenures 

South Australian Firebreaks, Fire Access Track and Sign Standards 
Guidelines 

No All tenures 

Tasmania The Australian and New Zealand Standard for Sustainable Forest 
Management (AS/NZS 4708:2021), Responsible Wood 

No Multiple-use public forest  

https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sl-2017-0448
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/whole/html/inforce/current/act-1999-097
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/whole/html/inforce/current/sl-2001-0974
https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/Your-environment/Native-forestry/Private-native-forestry/Codes-of-Practice
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1997-156
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1997-065
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/whole/html/inforce/2010-06-28/sl-2008-0348
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/whole/html/inforce/current/act-1938-010
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/pdf/asmade/epi-2018-106
https://www.responsiblewood.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/AS-NZS-4708-2021-Sustainable-Forest-Management.pdf
https://www.responsiblewood.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/AS-NZS-4708-2021-Sustainable-Forest-Management.pdf
https://anz.fsc.org/forest-management-certification/australian-forest-management-certification
https://anz.fsc.org/forest-management-certification/australian-forest-management-certification
https://legislation.nt.gov.au/Legislation/PASTORAL-LAND-ACT-1992
https://legislation.nt.gov.au/Legislation/PLANNING-ACT-1999
https://legislation.nt.gov.au/en/Legislation/SOIL-CONSERVATION-AND-LAND-UTILISATION-ACT-1969
https://www.territorynrm.org.au/_files/ugd/da28f0_df72240145134698aa6e1c5aea687a9d.pdf
https://www.territorynrm.org.au/_files/ugd/da28f0_df72240145134698aa6e1c5aea687a9d.pdf
https://legislation.nt.gov.au/Legislation/WASTE-MANAGEMENT-AND-POLLUTION-CONTROL-ACT-1998
https://legislation.nt.gov.au/Legislation/WATER-ACT-1992
https://legislation.nt.gov.au/Legislation/WATER-REGULATIONS-1992
https://www.responsiblewood.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/AS-NZS-4708-2021-Sustainable-Forest-Management.pdf
https://www.responsiblewood.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/AS-NZS-4708-2021-Sustainable-Forest-Management.pdf
https://parks.des.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0012/160104/cop-native-forest-timber-production-qpws-estate.pdf
https://parks.des.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0012/160104/cop-native-forest-timber-production-qpws-estate.pdf
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1994-062
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1959-058
https://www.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0021/552702/managing-native-forest-practice-clearing-code.pdf
https://www.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0021/552702/managing-native-forest-practice-clearing-code.pdf
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1992-020
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1986-037
https://www.fao.org/forestry-fao/43655-0996c5541ff44a34cc447e3fc6ac80335.pdf
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/whole/html/inforce/2022-11-04/act-1999-090
https://www.responsiblewood.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/AS-NZS-4708-2021-Sustainable-Forest-Management.pdf
https://www.responsiblewood.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/AS-NZS-4708-2021-Sustainable-Forest-Management.pdf
https://pir.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/254765/guidelines_for_plantation_forestry_in_sa_web.pdf
https://cdn.environment.sa.gov.au/environment/docs/native_veg_guideline_for_roadside_sept2020.pdf
https://cdn.environment.sa.gov.au/environment/docs/native_veg_guideline_for_roadside_sept2020.pdf
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/__legislation/lz/c/a/landscape%20south%20australia%20act%202019/current/2019.33.auth.pdf
https://resources-production.safecom.sa.gov.au/current/docs/fire_breaks_and_fire_access_tracks_2005%20%281%29-1.pdf
https://www.responsiblewood.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/AS-NZS-4708-2021-Sustainable-Forest-Management.pdf
https://www.responsiblewood.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/AS-NZS-4708-2021-Sustainable-Forest-Management.pdf
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The FSC National Forest Stewardship Standard of Australia, Forest 
Stewardship Council 

No Multiple-use public forest 

Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994 Yes All tenures 

Tasmanian Forests Agreement Act 2013 Yes All tenures 

Forest Practices Act 1985 Yes All tenures 

Forest Practices Code 2020 Yes All tenures 

Nature Conservation Act 2002 Yes All tenures 

National Parks and Reserves Management Act 2002  Yes 
Reserves declared under 
the Nature Conservation 
Act 2002 

Natural Resource Management Act 2002  Yes All tenures 

Private Forests Act 1994  Yes Private forest 

Victoria The Australian and New Zealand Standard for Sustainable Forest 
Management (AS/NZS 4708:2021), Responsible Wood 

No 
Multiple-use public forest 
and Private forest 

The FSC National Forest Stewardship Standard of Australia,  Forest 
Stewardship Council  

No 
Multiple-use public forest 
and Private forest 

Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994 Yes All tenures 

Catchment and Land Protection Regulations 2022   Yes All tenures 

Code of Practice for Bushfire Management on Public Land 2025  No All tenures 

Code of Practice for Timber Production 2014 (amended in 2022) Yes All tenures 

Conservation, Forests and Lands Act 1987 Yes All tenures 

Management guidelines for private native forests and plantations: 
Code of Practice for Timber Production 2014 

No All tenures 

State Emergency Management Plan Bushfire Sub-Plan 2023 No All tenures 

Western 
Australia 

The Australian and New Zealand Standard for Sustainable Forest 
Management (AS/NZS 4708:2021), Responsible Wood 

No 
Multiple-use public forest 
and Private forest 

The FSC National Forest Stewardship Standard of Australia, Forest 
Stewardship Council 

No 
Multiple-use public forest 
and Private forest 

Code of Practice for Fire Management 2008  No 
Multiple-use public forest 
and Nature conservation 
reserve 

Code of Practice for Timber Plantations in Western Australia 2006  No All tenures 

Conservation and Land Management Act 1984 Yes All tenures 

Environmental Protection Act 1986 Yes All tenures 

Environmental Protection (Clearing of Native Vegetation) Regulations 
2004   

Yes All tenures 

Forest Management Plan 2024-2033 Yes 
Multiple-use public forest 
and Nature conservation 
reserve 

Mining Act 1978 Yes All tenures 

 

  

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1994-044
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/2013-06-03/act-2013-007
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1985-048
https://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/other/tas/TasEPICStd/2020/1.html
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2002-063
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2002-062
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2002-037
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1994-028
https://www.responsiblewood.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/AS-NZS-4708-2021-Sustainable-Forest-Management.pdf
https://www.responsiblewood.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/AS-NZS-4708-2021-Sustainable-Forest-Management.pdf
https://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/in-force/acts/catchment-and-land-protection-act-1994/072
https://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/as-made/statutory-rules/catchment-and-land-protection-regulations-2022
https://www.ffm.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/21300/Code-of-Practice-for-Bushfire-Management-on-Public-Land-2012-amended-2022.pdf
https://www.forestsandreserves.vic.gov.au/forest-management/code-of-practice-for-timber-production-2014
https://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/in-force/acts/conservation-forests-and-lands-act-1987/109
https://www.forestsandreserves.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0024/571830/Management-Guidelines-for-private-native-forests-and-plantations.pdf
https://www.forestsandreserves.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0024/571830/Management-Guidelines-for-private-native-forests-and-plantations.pdf
https://www.emv.vic.gov.au/responsibilities/state-emergency-management-plan-sub-plans/semp-bushfire-sub-plan
https://www.responsiblewood.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/AS-NZS-4708-2021-Sustainable-Forest-Management.pdf
https://www.responsiblewood.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/AS-NZS-4708-2021-Sustainable-Forest-Management.pdf
https://library.dbca.wa.gov.au/FullTextFiles/PAM02261.pdf
https://library.dbca.wa.gov.au/FullTextFiles/017637.pdf
https://www.legislation.wa.gov.au/legislation/statutes.nsf/main_mrtitle_193_homepage.html
https://www.legislation.wa.gov.au/legislation/statutes.nsf/law_a252.html
https://www.legislation.wa.gov.au/legislation/statutes.nsf/main_mrtitle_1384_homepage.html
https://www.legislation.wa.gov.au/legislation/statutes.nsf/main_mrtitle_1384_homepage.html
https://www.dbca.wa.gov.au/management/forests/forest-management-plan
https://www.legislation.wa.gov.au/legislation/statutes.nsf/law_a5411_currencies.html&view=asmade
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More information 

Learn more about the Criterion 4 of Australia's State of the Forests Report. 

Web agriculture.gov.au/abares/forestsaustralia/sofr/  

Email Info.ABARES@aff.gov.au 

Acknowledgement of Country 

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of Australia and their continuing connection to land and sea, waters, environment and 

community. We pay our respects to the Traditional Custodians of the lands we live and work on, their culture, and their Elders past and 

present. 

© Commonwealth of Australia 2025 

Unless otherwise noted, copyright (and any other intellectual property rights) in this publication is owned by the Commonwealth of 

Australia (referred to as the Commonwealth). 

All material in this publication is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International Licence except content supplied by third 

parties, logos and the Commonwealth Coat of Arms. 

Citation and cataloguing data  

This publication (and any material sourced from it) should be attributed as: Montreal Process Implementation Group for Australia (MIG) 

and National Forest Inventory Steering Committee (NFISC) 2025, Indicator 4.1b: Management of the risk of soil erosion in forests, 

Australia’s State of the Forests Report, Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics and Sciences, Canberra, December. CC BY 

4.0. 

The Australian Government acting through the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, represented by the Australian Bureau of 

Agricultural and Resource Economics and Sciences, has exercised due care and skill in preparing and compiling the information and data in 

this publication. Notwithstanding, the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, ABARES, its employees and advisers disclaim all 

liability, including liability for negligence and for any loss, damage, injury, expense or cost incurred by any person as a result of accessing, 

using or relying on any of the information or data in this publication to the maximum extent permitted by law. 
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https://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/forestsaustralia/sofr/
mailto:Info.ABARES@aff.gov.au
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode

