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Indicator 6.4b: Registered places of non-Indigenous 
cultural value in forests that are formally managed 
to protect those values (2026) 
This indicator measures and monitors management regimes for non-Indigenous cultural values, 

such as historical, research, education, aesthetic, and social heritage values. Maintaining these 

values is integral to the protection of non-Indigenous peoples values associated with forests. 

 

Context 

Heritage represents connections that people have with the past and in the present, through landscapes, landmarks, places, 

historic buildings, objects, significant events, customs and ceremonies. 

 

Key points 

• A total of 10.3 million hectares of Australia’s forests are on non-Indigenous heritage-listed sites. This 

represents 8% of the total area of Australia’s 134 million hectares of forest. 

• The total forest area on non-Indigenous heritage-listed sites includes all natural, cultural and historic sites of 

significance held in national and state and territory heritage registers. 

 

Non-Indigenous heritage sites 

Australia’s forested landscapes are deeply valued for their natural value and the sense of connection to nature 

that they provide to all people. 

 

Heritage includes the diverse range of tangible places of significant natural, cultural or historical value, and the 

intangible connections that people have with places and history. For example, forests cover much of the parks and 

reserves of the Australian Alps, which is recognised on the National Heritage List for the intangible connections 

people have to its distinctive landscapes, and the tangible connections to the endemic wildlife, significant geology 

and colonial history; and the Bundaleer Forest Reserve, listed on the South Australian Heritage Register for its 

significant contribution in the development of forest management practices and cited as the birthplace of 

Australia’s forest industry. 

 

The understanding, identifying and conserving of heritage of value is an important component that contributes to 

national identity and connects the past with the present and future. Heritage may have value at local, state, 

national or international scales. 

 

Management of recognised heritage places in Australia is undertaken at different levels of government often in co-

operation with individuals, groups and organisations. Commonwealth and state and territory legislation exists to 

protect sites that are recognised to hold significant heritage value. At the national scale, the National Heritage List 

recognises natural, cultural and historic places of outstanding value to the nation, and the Commonwealth 

Heritage List recognises sites with heritage value on Commonwealth land. Heritage places on both lists are 

protected by the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). Heritage places in 

Australia listed on the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization World Heritage List are also 

protected under the EPBC Act. Reporting on forests in Australia’s World Heritage places is in Indicator 1.1c Area of 

forest in protected area categories. 

 

Australia’s State of the Forests Report 

https://www.dcceew.gov.au/parks-heritage/heritage/places/national/australia-alps
https://www.forestrysa.com.au/about-us/our-history/bundaleer-and-wirrabara/
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/forestsaustralia/sofr/criterion-1/indicator-1.1c
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/forestsaustralia/sofr/criterion-1/indicator-1.1c


 

Australia’s State of the Forests Report – Indicator 6.4b (2026)   2 

Information on forest on Indigenous heritage sites is reported in Indicator 6.4a Area of forest to which Indigenous 

people have use and rights that protect their special values and are recognised through formal and informal 

management regimes. 

 

Forest on non-Indigenous heritage sites 

A total of 10.3 million hectares of forest on non-Indigenous heritage-listed sites occur across Australia (Figure 

6.4b-1 and Table 6.4b-1). This includes forest on all sites in the National Heritage List, Commonwealth Heritage 

List, and state and territory heritage registers current to 2025. 

 

Figure 6.4b-1: Forest on non-Indigenous heritage-listed sites 

 
 

The 10.3 million hectares of forest on non-Indigenous heritage sites is 0.7 million hectares less than the area 

reported for 2016 in Australia’s State of the Forests Report 2018. Differences are due primarily to the net change 

in the area of forest on sites added and removed from heritages lists since 2016. For example, the Murray Mallee–

Calperum Station and Taylorville Station heritage site in South Australia was delisted from the Commonwealth 

Heritage List in 20221, which reduced the area of forest on heritage sites by 0.3 million hectares. Additional 

differences occur due to the updated forest extent in existing heritage sites and the variability of completeness of 

data on heritage sites supplied by states and territories. 

 

 
1 dcceew.gov.au/parks-heritage/heritage/publications/review-national-and-commonwealth-heritage-list-2018-2023  

https://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/forestsaustralia/sofr/criterion-6/indicator-6.4a
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/forestsaustralia/sofr/criterion-6/indicator-6.4a
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/forestsaustralia/sofr/criterion-6/indicator-6.4a
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/forestsaustralia/sofr/past-reporting/sofr-2018
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/parks-heritage/heritage/publications/review-national-and-commonwealth-heritage-list-2018-2023
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Table 6.4b-1: Area of forest on non-Indigenous heritage-listed sites, by tenure and state and territory 

Tenure class 

Area (‘000 hectares) 

ACT NSW NT Qld SA Tas. Vic. WA Australia 

Leasehold forest 1 11 367 32 7 0 0 814 1,231 

Multiple-use public forest 0 38 0 23 0 1 6 2 71 

Nature conservation reserve 105 2,104 0 1,067 24 698 1,006 805 5,810 

Private forest 0 4 188 33 0 2 25 1,191 1,444 

Other Crown land 0 17 1,024 387 4 13 6 207 1,657 

Unresolved forest 0 0 0 38 0 0 0 0 38 

Total forest on non-Indigenous 
heritage-listed sites 107 2,175 1,579 1,580 35 714 1,043 3,018 10,251 

Total forest in jurisdiction 143 20,284 23,333 51,977 5,131 3,707 8,224 20,766 133,565 

Proportion of total forest that is 
forest on non-Indigenous 
heritage-listed sites 75% 11% 6.8% 3.0% 0.7% 19% 13% 15% 7.7% 

Totals may not tally due to rounding. 
Source: ABARES, National Forest Inventory; national, state and territory government data on non-Indigenous heritage sites. 

Click here for a Microsoft Excel workbook of the data for Table 6.4b-1. 
 

Of Australia’s total forest area of 134 million hectares, 7.7% is on non-Indigenous heritage listed sites (Table 6.4b-

1). By jurisdiction, the Australian Capital Territory has the highest proportion of forest that is heritage listed (75%) 

owing to the heritage-listed Namadgi National Park, which covers most of the territory.  

 

Non-Indigenous heritage sites occur across all tenure classes; however, most forest on non-Indigenous heritage-

listed sites is on public land tenures of nature conservation reserves and other Crown land (Table 6.4b-1). The 

management approach for the protection and preservation of heritage values of listed sites is dependent on the 

land ownership, heritage register and law under which is it listed, and the type of heritage asset. For example, 

under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999, sites on the Commonwealth Heritage 

List that are owned or controlled by Australian Government agencies are required to develop heritage strategies 

and management plans for the protection of heritage values. 

 

For sites on the National Heritage List that occur on state or territory land the Australian Government must 

endeavour to ensure that a management plan is prepared and implemented in cooperation with the relevant state 

or territory government. Each state and territory heritage register applies similar principles for the establishment 

of strategies and instruments that provide for the protection and preservation of heritage values. Information on 

the various international, national, and state and territory heritage registers and relevant jurisdictional Acts are 

provided in the Supporting Information for Indicator 6.4b below. 

 

 

 

https://www.agriculture.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/Indicator_6_4b_Data_tables_2026.xlsx


 

Australia’s State of the Forests Report – Indicator 6.4b (2026)   4 

Supporting information for Indicator 6.4b: Registered places of non-Indigenous cultural 

value in forests that are formally managed to protect those values 
 

Heritage registers for non-Indigenous heritage sites 

Table 6.4b-2 lists the international, national, and state and territory heritage registers that currently record 

Australian sites of heritage significance. Sites in the heritage registers are afforded protection from disturbance 

under the relevant jurisdictional Acts. 

 

Table 6.4b-2: International, national and state and territory heritage registers for Australia 

Jurisdiction Name of register Purpose 

Relevant 
jurisdictional 
legislation 

Responsible jurisdictional 
agency 

International World Heritage List 
Sites of cultural and natural heritage that 
have outstanding universal value. 

Environment 
Protection and 
Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 
1999 

Department of Climate 
Change, Energy, the 
Environment and Water 
(Commonwealth) 

Australia 

National Heritage 
List 

Exceptional natural and cultural places 
that contribute to Australia's national 
identity. 

Environment 
Protection and 
Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 
1999 

Department of Climate 
Change, Energy, the 
Environment and Water 
(Commonwealth) 

Commonwealth 
Heritage List 

List of the historic, cultural and natural 
heritage places that have significant 
heritage values on Commonwealth land. 

Environment 
Protection and 
Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 
1999 

Department of Climate 
Change, Energy, the 
Environment and Water 
(Commonwealth) 

Australian 
Capital 
Territory 

Australian Capital 
Territory Heritage 
Register 

Identifies significant places and objects 
to help protect and conserve their 
historic and cultural value. 

Heritage Act 2004 
City and Environment 
Directorate 

New South 
Wales 

State Heritage 
Inventory 

List of significant cultural, natural, and 
built heritage sites in New South Wales. 

Heritage Act 1977 

Department of Climate 
Change, Energy, the 
Environment and Water (New 
South Wales) 

Northern 
Territory 

Northern Territory 
Heritage Register 

List of declared heritage places and 
objects, and those subject to provisional 
protection under the Heritage Act 2011. 

Heritage Act 2011 
Department of Lands, 
Planning and Environment 

Queensland 
Queensland 
Heritage Register 

List of places that have cultural heritage 
significance to the people of 
Queensland. 

Queensland 
Heritage Act 1992 

Department of the 
Environment, Tourism, 
Science and Innovation 

South 
Australia 

South Australian 
Heritage Register 

Contains information about places of 
heritage value in South Australia. 

Heritage Places Act 
1993 

Department of Environment 
and Water 

Tasmania 1 
Tasmanian 
Heritage Register 

Inventory of places identified as 
important to Tasmania and Tasmanians 
through connections to the State's 
history, culture, and society. 

Historic Cultural 
Heritage Act 1995 

Department of Natural 
Resources and Environment 
Tasmania 

Victoria 

Victorian Heritage 
Register 

Statutory list of the state's most 
significant heritage places, objects and 
historic shipwrecks protected under the 
Heritage Act 2017. Heritage Act 2017 

Department of Transport and 
Planning 

Victorian Heritage 
Inventory 

Statutory list of all known historical 
archaeological sites in Victoria, under the 
Heritage Act 2017. 

Western 
Australia 

State Register of 
Heritage Places 

List of places that represent the story of 
Western Australia’s history and 
development. 

Heritage Act 2018 
Department of Planning, 
Lands and Heritage 

1 Additional Historic Sites in Tasmania are designated under the Nature Conservation Act 2002, including sites that cover approximately 
eight thousand hectares of forest. 
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More information 

Learn more about Criterion 6 of Australia's State of the Forests Report. 

Web agriculture.gov.au/abares/forestsaustralia/sofr/  

Download a Microsoft Excel workbook of the data presented in Indicator 6.4b.  

Email Info.ABARES@aff.gov.au 

Acknowledgement of Country 

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of Australia and their continuing connection to land and sea, waters, environment and 

community. We pay our respects to the Traditional Custodians of the lands we live and work on, their culture, and their Elders past and 

present. 
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http://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/forestsaustralia/sofr/criterion-6/
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/forestsaustralia/sofr/
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/Indicator_6_4b_Data_tables_2026.xlsx
mailto:Info.ABARES@aff.gov.au
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
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