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H5 bird flu: Information for the general public 
18 August 2026
Introduction
This is the accessible text transcript of a H5 bird flu video created for the general public. Its purpose is to raise awareness of H5 bird flu and how Australians can help prevent its spread. 
Transcript
[Video begins]
I’m Australia’s Chief Veterinary Officer, Dr Beth Cookson. 
While the risk to people remains low, H5 bird flu can affect wild birds, poultry and other animals. Finding it early helps us respond quickly and reduce its spread. 
If you see sick or dead birds or other wildlife, don’t touch them or get too close. Keep children and pets away, note the location and report what you’ve seen to the Emergency Animal Disease Hotline. 
Every report helps us understand where the disease may be and protect animals and communities. 
Find reporting information and the latest advice at birdflu.gov.au. 
[Video ends]
[End of transcript.]
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