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H5 bird flu: Information for outdoor enthusiasts
18 August 2026
Introduction
This is the accessible text transcript of a H5 bird flu video created for an outdoor and wildlife enthusiasts. The purpose of this video is to help outdoor and wildlife enthusiasts identify and report sick or dead birds or other animals encountered outside.
Transcript
[Video begins]
I’m Australia’s Chief Veterinary Officer, Dr Beth Cookson. 
H5 bird flu can spread between wild birds and other animals, which is why spotting it early matters. 
If you’re at the beach, near a wetland or out enjoying nature, stay alert for sick or dead birds and other wildlife. Don’t touch them or get too close and keep children and pets away. 
From a safe distance, note the location and, if you can, take a photo or video. Your report can help us respond quickly and protect wildlife and other animals. 
Remember: avoid, record, report. If you see sick or dead birds or wildlife, report it to the Emergency Animal Disease Hotline.
And you can find out more at birdflu.gov.au 
[Video ends]
[End of transcript.]
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