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H5 bird flu: Information for pet owners
18 August 2026
Introduction
This is the accessible text transcript of a H5 bird flu video for a pet owner audience. Its purpose is to provide practical advice for keeping pets safe around birds and wildlife.
Transcript
[Video begins]
I’m Australia’s Chief Veterinary Officer, Dr Beth Cookson. 
H5 bird flu mainly affects birds, but pets can sometimes become sick after close contact with infected wildlife. That’s why it’s important to prevent that contact. 
Keep dogs leashed near wildlife, keep cats contained, and don’t let pets sniff, touch or eat sick or dead animals. You should also prevent wild birds from accessing your pet’s food and water. 
If your pet becomes unwell after contact with wildlife, keep them away from other animals and call your vet. 
Always wash your hands with soap before and after touching birds and animals. 
These simple steps can help protect your pet.
Learn more at birdflu.gov.au. 
[Video ends]
[End of transcript.]
Acknowledgement of Country
We acknowledge the continuous connection of First Nations Traditional Owners and Custodians to the lands, seas and waters of Australia. We recognise their care for and cultivation of Country. We pay respect to Elders past and present, and recognise their knowledge and contribution to the productivity, innovation and sustainability of Australia’s agriculture, fisheries and forestry industries.
© Commonwealth of Australia 2026
Unless otherwise noted, copyright (and any other intellectual property rights) in this publication is owned by the Commonwealth of Australia (referred to as the Commonwealth).
All material in this publication is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International Licence except content supplied by third parties, logos and the Commonwealth Coat of Arms.
The Australian Government acting through the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry has exercised due care and skill in preparing and compiling the information and data in this publication. Notwithstanding, the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, its employees and advisers disclaim all liability, including liability for negligence and for any loss, damage, injury, expense or cost incurred by any person as a result of accessing, using or relying on any of the information or data in this publication to the maximum extent permitted by law.
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry	1OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry	6OFFICIAL

image1.jpg
Australian Government

Department of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Forestry




