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This is the accessible text transcript of Australian Chief Plant Protection Officer entitled Significant Plant Pest Biosecurity Interceptions in 2024 - 2025.

Transcript
Webinar: Significant Plant Pest Biosecurity Interceptions in 2024 - 2025.
Hosted by the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry. 
Gabrielle Vivian-Smith: I'd like to welcome everyone to the Australian Chief Plant Protection Officer webinar for August.
My name is Gabrielle Vivian Smith I am the Australian Chief Plant Protection Officer and my office organises these monthly webinars to share information and so I just also like to say a warm thank you to Christine Joannides, who's done a lot of work organising this webinar and many of the others that we have.
First of all, I'd like to begin by acknowledging the traditional owners and custodians of country. Here I am on the lands of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation down in Melbourne in Victoria and I’d like to acknowledge their continuing connection to lands, waters and the community. I pay my respects to the people, the cultures and the elders, past and present and I also extend that recognition to the traditional custodians of all the many other lands on which we are gathered today and to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander colleagues and other attendees who are joining our webinar today.
So, it's great to see so much interest in this. In this webinar we've already got over 300 people attending so important to make sure we've got our housekeeping right. So I'd like to just request that everyone turn their video and microphone onto video off and microphone on mute as it helps us maintain our bandwidth with a large attending audience. And also if you can put your questions in the chat as we get the webinar underway, but you will have an opportunity to put your hand up after the presentation. We often get many more questions than we can handle during the timeframe. So, if you've got a particular burning question, please put it in the chat. I'll try to get to as many and as varied questions as I can, but that's not always possible. 
Please note also that the webinar is being recorded and a recording of the webinar will be made available after the webinar.
To introduce today's webinar, it's about significant plant pest biosecurity interceptions during 2024-2025 and our speaker is Bill Crowe. Bill has over 30 years of experience as a biosecurity entomologist working out of the Operational Science and Surveillance lab in Brisbane. He commenced his Commonwealth career as a quarantine inspector and spent two and a half years working in operations before securing the more scientific entomology role in the department. He's currently a Director and a senior principal entomologist within the Science and Surveillance group within our department. And he leads a national team of 43 entomologists based in 8 laboratories across Australia. He's very well respected, is incredibly knowledgeable and has seen has had so much broad experience in this field, that I'm sure you'll find this a fascinating webinar today. And it's a real pleasure and a privilege to have Bill provide this information and run through the interceptions. So, I'm going to hand over now to Bill and a very warm welcome Bill, over to you.
3:57
Bill Crowe: Thanks very much, Gabrielle. Okay so can everyone see my screen? So this afternoon I'll just like to take the opportunity to run through some of the key messages from our group. We'll talk about the key roles that Operational Science and Surveillance team that I’m part of the team perform and where we are located around the place. We'll touch on the key import volumes we're dealing with at the moment and we'll detail our reporting process for significant pests as a result. Most of the time this afternoon will be actually just going through some of the significant pests that we've detected live on the main pathways during the 2024-25 financial year, and then just at the end, I'll just provide you with a summary of my diagnostic observations over the last 12 months.
So, I’m part of the Operational Science and Surveillance (OSS) group. I look after the entomology team, as Gabrielle said, we've got 43 staff now, which is one of the largest cohorts of entomologists in Australia, currently identifying around 60,000 border and surveillance IDs per annum these days, and most of that's morphological and molecular diagnostics. We also do provide technical training to our biosecurity officers and we provide treatment advice as well. And obviously we have fairly large invertebrate collections now as well as some pretty good imaging capacity. There's also 4 other groups in the OSS team that work alongside me. This is the plant pathology stream, the botany stream, the surveillance stream, and more recently the technical response stream.
6:12
Bill Crowe: So, as Gabrielle mentioned, there's 8 major labs around the place - around about 43 entomologists, 24 plant pathologists, four botanists and eight molecular diagnosticians, and we have labs in all the major ports as well as we have an entomologist based at CSIRO in Canberra at Australian National Insect Collection (ANIC). And Western Sydney International Airport will soon be another diagnostic location for us as well. 
So, the core duties that our group perform are identifications and diagnostics obviously, and technical and risk mitigation advice. We develop and deliver technical training and awareness training to both biosecurity officers and industry. Plant post-entry quarantine facilities at Mickleham, Victoria obviously. We have live invertebrate import advice and inspection, operational intelligence and have risk mitigation management advice to inform our policy. And more recently, conducting national border surveillance, hitchhiker and response activities, and vector monitoring as well.
7:21
Bill Crowe: So as I said, I'd just like to touch on some of the import volumes that we're currently dealing with. So, at the moment based on June 2025 figures we're dealing with around 1.7 million passengers for the month or 57,000 per day, 1,657 vessels or 55 vessels per day, and 220,000 shipping containers, or 7,500 per day and around 12.6 million cargo consignments for the month or 420,000 per day. On average, these figures are roughly increasing at around that five to ten percent per year on average.
So, the graph below just shows a bit of a depiction of what happened to the airport during COVID. You can pretty clearly see the dip there in our ID numbers. The purple bars are now starting to go back up in line with the passenger volume obviously, and just for example we saw like almost a 100% increase in diagnostics from airports in June 2025 compared to June 2024. So it's a very increasing challenge for us to keep ahead of the game. Just in terms of how we do what we do with our diagnostics, obviously we provide reporting for anything that's of significance. We produce a document called the Biosecurity Pest and Disease Notification which is used to send information down to Canberra and who then is on-forwarding to States and territories as required.
These biosecurity pest and disease notifications have three main types of detections in them:
· There's Biosecurity Entry Point Detections, these are the detections of biosecurity risk at designated entry points defined under the Biosecurity Act, and include aircraft vessels and goods that are subject to biosecurity controls. These are basically detections that are made at the border that are contained and the risk is all under control.
· The next category are the Post Biosecurity Detections, which are potential biosecurity risks associated with goods released from biosecurity control or goods that were never subject to biosecurity intervention. These are near the border.
· Then there's the Suspect Incident Detections, which are detections of biosecurity risks that have moved beyond the original goods or conveyance with which it was imported to the surrounding environment. So they're the ones we want to prevent as much as possible, obviously.
Now I will just take the opportunity to touch on a few of the more significant pest detections that have been found alive, and that's the important part, all of these were alive at various pathways, and illustrate the diversity of pests that we encounter. 
This is not all of them by any stretch of the imagination and I won't discuss every single thing on every slide as we don't have time today. But I thought it was important to touch on some of the more important ones that we find at the border and noting that the majority of these ones in the first few pathways, these are border detections and not all of these will be reported through the States and Territories because as I said these are contained and dealt with and treated at the border.
The first major pathway that we consider is fresh produce. This is your fresh fruit, vegetables, cut flowers, nursery stock. Some of the more important things that we've seen in the last 12 months on these are black bean aphids, for example, seven times on cut flowers. Oh, we even had a Xylella vector, the Meadow froghopper in some camping equipment at an airport. I mean not too long ago actually. So that was a very interesting detection for us. It was live in someone's tent. And then we had adult Pumpkin fruit fly cruising around in an airport hall down in Melbourne as well. So again, a fairly interesting live detection that we've had amongst the whole range of others. 
Continuing on with the fresh produce theme, litchi fruit borer. So, we've had larvae of litchi fruit borer coming in on lychees just only three times, but they were again dealt with at the border, Jasmine budworm in cut flowers, it's fairly regular one, there’s been 4 detections of that in the last 12 months.
Obviously thrips are very common, particularly on cut flowers and for example like Eastern flower thrips. There you can see we've had 29 separate detections and when I mean 29, I should have mentioned earlier this is 29 detection events. It doesn't mean we have 29 thrips, there's hundreds obviously in some of these consignments. So, there's been 29 separate detection events of that particular thrips in cut flowers. And similarly with Frankliniella panamensis, that's a really common exotic thrips that we see in cut flowers. There’s been 18 separate detections, or consignments found infected with that particular thrips.
The next sort of major pathway that we consider are the stored products. So, these are all your stored foods, grains, seeds, etcetera. We don't tend to have a lot of exotics turn up on this pathway, but some that do are fairly significant obviously for us, particularly from an export perspective. So, things like Coffee berry borer we see that coming in on green coffee seed from overseas fairly regularly There have been three detections of live ones on that pathway in consignments this financial year.
Larger grain borer or Greater grain borer it is sometimes called. We've had one detection of that. But the big one on that slide, obviously, Khapra beetle, for those that have been around a while you'll know that we've been having a constant battle with detections of Khapra beetle in all sorts of consignments over the last sort of 5 to 10 years in particular, mainly through dirty shipping containers we're fairly confident. There's been a large amount of effort put in by the department to try and, you know, increase our intervention on that particular pathway. There’s been 7 detections on grain consignments, personal grain consignments and also containers. Probably rice is the major pathway that we've found this in more recently.
Timber pathway is everything from pallets and gluts and crates and sawn timber. So there's been there's a reasonable amount of imported timber into the country, particularly as dunnage. As I mentioned, so Brown fir longhorn beetle was an interesting one for us. We had that in some artefacts. Had three detections of Chinese auger beetle in timber dunnage live. Lots of detections of Lyctus africanus African powderpost beetle, in dunnage and furniture, 33 detections in 12 months. The Sawyer beetle, one detection in dunnage. All the genus Monochamus are risk for us because they vector the Pinewood nematode as well, so it's a particularly important pathway for us and one of the high priority pest pathways.
Sinoxylon unidentatum or conifer auger beetle, used to be known as Sinoxylon conigerum. 22 detections of that in dunnage. It's a pretty routine one that we see all throughout, mainly in that in pallets and gluts etcetera. And Chinese longhorned beetle. It's an interesting one. We've been seeing it more recently in timber pallets.
As we believe a lot of sort of fruit trees and things like that have been turned into pallets, so poor poorer quality dunnage, and there has been a certainly a change in some of the timber pests compared to say 20 years ago. We're seeing some more of the pests that are found in fruit trees now turning up in timber pallets.
Termites are a fairly common thing for us to come across. We see dry wood and subterranean. There's only been one detection of Formosan termite in a timber crate during the last 12 months and a couple of detections of Asian subterranean termite.
So the hitchhikers, these are one of my favourite areas. It's an emerging pathway, but when I say that it's been emerging for probably since 2015, when BMSB (Brown marmorated stink bug) really showed its ugly head.
Lots of lots of hitchhikers, and the more we look into some of these things the more we're starting to realise the extent of some of this activity. So, for example, Seven spotted ladybird there have been 22 different detections there on both vessels and in containers. Multicoloured Asian lady beetles, one that's been spreading around the world a fair bit. Now it's in New Zealand and is fairly widespread over there. It's also on similar sorts of pathways. A lot of vessels and containers of cargo. 
Asian tiger mosquito -  we get that coming in on various cargo so it can be in water, in machinery or it can be in oversized tyres that are going to the mining industry etcetera. And mosquitoes are a pretty common thing for us. 
Then the stink bugs. So Yellow-spotted stink bug, this one's sort of increased quite a bit in the last couple of years, and it's detections on shore, so this one's 36 detections on vessels and containers. Polished green stink bug 19 detections in vessels and containers, and BMSB which everybody's probably heard about by now, 35 detections in vessels and containers. So those three in particular are the big ticket items on the various pathways mentioned. But there's some other ones that are also spreading around the world, like Western conifer seed bug, for example, 5 detections of that again on vessels and containers, and one detection of Spotted lantern fly, which is another one that we're really paying a close look out for now.
Continuing on with the hitchhiker theme a couple of slides to come on this one. Ants are obviously very good at hitchhiking on various different inanimate products and things like Chinese needle ant, for example, is one that we've started seeing more recently over the last few years We've had 3 detections in the last 12 months of it. Cocoa black ant, 5 detections of it on various cargo's again, including some on fresh produce. Big headed ants, Pheidole ants, we've had Pheidole parva 7 times and that's one that we have actually managed to eradicate out of Brisbane a few years ago now in a very small, isolated area. Certainly, the pressure on the border is increasing with those. Obviously, Solenopsis invicta is one that we've already got in south-east Queensland and it's still subject to eradication, but there's been at least one detection in a container of that again. And the Electric ant, which is also still subject to eradication from Queensland, 8 detections of that.
Bees, I think everybody's aware there's been a fair bit of pressure on the border from bees over the years. We've got Asian honey bee, 4 detections on vessels and containers and red dwarf honey bee, 2 detections on vessels in the last 12 months. Again, Asian honey bee, we've still got in Queensland obviously and Red dwarf honey bee subject to eradication from Western Australia.
19:57
Egyptian locust is a bit of an unusual detection, but we have seen it in the past on shipping containers. This last 12 months we saw it turn up on a vessel, a live Egyptian locust. And the Conehead katydids it through something that we're starting to see on that vessel trade, particularly the railroad trade that brings in the imported new vehicles, for example, so these Conehead katydids, it's quite an interesting interception for us. It's been in a couple of those in the last 12 months as well.
Snails seem to also be rising in prominence. Things like Korean round snail, 3 detections on containers and cargo. Bush snail, 10 detections of that on containers and cargo in the last 12 months. Quite a few others there you can see mentioned that I won't talk about it in detail. Giant African snails, they are a usual suspect - 21 detections of it on vessels in containers, mainly on containers. And then I would just mention the Pink-lipped agate snail because we've seen a couple of more recent detections since I did this data a bit too, so it seems to now be spreading around, although not as widely distributed as Giant African snail.
Black spined toads, they're always interesting. They're nearly always in baggage, and they're nearly always in people's shoes that come back from overseas. So, they put their shoes outside overnight at a resort somewhere. The toads are feeding on insects at night, jump into the shoes. People pack their shoes in their bag next morning, rock up at the airport and unbeknownst to them, they've got a live toad in their shoe and they had then discovered it at the terminal or they discover it pretty soon after they get home. And similarly with the Banded bullfrog. It's a similar sort of thing, they get into cargo and baggage as well.
Oriental garden lizard. It's another one. It's quite a big lizard that we're starting to see more regularly now on vessels, just wandering around inside the holes of vessels or in shipping containers. So, a couple of detections of it and there's a stack of exotic geckos. Just the main one there is the Tokay gecko, which is one of the larger geckos. There's been a couple of detections of it more recently on vessels and containers as well, including private yachts. Sometimes people turn up with a private yacht that's come in to have itinerant classification in Australia, and we see Tokay geckos on those.
Another emerging pathway is pet trade, particularly after COVID, we seem to be seeing a range. It has sort of been a little bit less in the last 12 months than the previous two years. Before that, I must admit. But a lot of online purchasing of various different things, either accidentally or deliberately. Interestingly, we've had quite a few ant farms turn up in the last little bit. There's two of those of Carebara diversa and Harpegnathos venator. And when they come through their just, you know, a whole colony in some sort of a commercial-type ant farm that's someone's decided to purchase on eBay or somewhere else and they turn up at the mail centre.
There's also cockroaches that are purchased online and turn up at mail. There have been four forwarded detections Blaptica dubia, for example, in the last 12 months.
Scorpions. That's in baggage. So that's an accidental import.
Iguanas. They come in deliberately as imports and then obviously pythons. There's been a couple of imports of snakes there, and again, that's a deliberate concealment question. We have all sorts of things concealed and declared as other things, obviously. So yeah, there's been a bit less. Normally we've got a few turtles and tarantulas and all sorts of things in that particular trade too, but it's been a few less in those categories more recently.
And then this slide. So, this is surveillance, these are these are the detections that have been made by our surveillance staff or some of the more important ones in the last little bit. So, these were all considered post border and reported as suspect incidents through a formal process, and Biosecurity Pest and Disease Notification produced etcetera as I mentioned at the start.
Interestingly, like Brown fir long-horned beetles was detected in a trap down in Melbourne.
Chrysanthemum lace bug that's one that we've had up in Queensland a little while ago now was detected at 10 sites, there was quite a bit of material collected before we eventually figured out exactly what that was.
And that's sorry, I should have mentioned at the start, this slide shows the number of sites that we've detected some of these at. So it's slightly different in that it was picked up on surveillance. So Brown marmorated stink bug for those that have been following that, you would know that, in the last 12 months has been a lot of detections of BMSB in traps, particularly Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne and Perth at more than 20 different sites and some of those there have been reasonable numbers in some of those traps. And we're just trying to get to the bottom of what's going on with that at the moment in preparation for the upcoming season.
Queensland also, or Brisbane, I should say, had Madeira mealybug at a couple of sites. So, that's another one that we have now and then Bulimulus or peanut snails, that's one that's subject to an eradication at the Port of Brisbane at the moment. There's around about 8 sites, but they're all close together.
And Bush snail you would have seen before we are intercepting quite a few of those on containers we've had that turn up in a similar place to the Peanut snails at three sites down at Fisherman's Island. So that's it for the pathway stuff. 
I just wanted to say a little bit about DNA sequencing and where that sits with entomology in our realm. So, we have dedicated molecular biologists now in the major department labs in Darwin, Cairns, Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne, Perth plus an emerging capacity in Adelaide. We mainly use it for the identification of immature specimens or other specimens that are damaged, etcetera. It's very important for that and helps us better inform our pathway analysis.
It is well supported IDs for high impact detections as well, particularly things like Khapra beetle. We really need that confirmed tree diagnostics.
We have highly curated inhouse reference sequence databases now as a result. We now do have faster turnaround within house sequencing by MinION for example. But we still do Sanger sequencing through external providers.
My sort of dabbling with eDNA now, particularly in the surveillance programmes, is mainly for brown marmorated stink bug and mosquitoes, but that's an emerging pathway that some of my counterparts are sort of exploring now as well. 
So that's it for the analysis. I thought I'd just provide you with a very brief summary of some of my observations, for the last 12 months, for what it’s worth. So I'd say there's been, you know, on the pathways themselves, pathway detections there has been a large decrease for certain things like cut flowers for example. We’ve really put a lot of effort into cut flowers since about 2018 and the non-compliance for that particular pathway reduced from 70% noncompliance to well less than 20% now, sometimes as low as 10%. So that's a real credit to our policy colleagues.
Decrease in most fresh produce and nursery stock detections, so those regulated pathways are under control. Things like asparagus and Italian kiwi fruit that we used to see is as sort of dirty pathways for example, are really under control.
Timber detections - stable - definitely there has been no increase in timber pest detections, I would say across the board. But as I mentioned, there's been a bit of an increase in the pet trade detections, particularly post-COVID. I don't know if that's because people were sitting at home ordering stuff online, but we're definitely seeing an increase in that trend. And there has been a large increase in hitchhiker detections, but some of that is as a result of the implementation of a hitchhiker program within the department where we're looking at that intermediate zone between the border and post-border. So, we're looking at some importer’s locations, and so a lot of those detections have turned up in that space in the last 12 months.
Our border identifications overall only increasing slightly across the board for most sort of pathways. I've said airports have gone up fairly significantly, but containers and general cargo have been pretty stable. Those are the at border ones.
Increase in post biosecurity detections there has been increased there, and there's been an increase in the suspect incidents as notified to the relevant in the States and Territories, so that that's been on the on the increase mainly that's been the BMSB detections that I mentioned just a short while ago.
Surveillance and identifications, on the other hand, have been increasing sort of 20% per year from 2023/24 and 2024/25 and the trend is certainly increasing now. So an increase in the suspect incidence from hitchhiker, as I mentioned, particularly from traps like BMSB and the timber pests that we've been sort of targeting from those intermediate zones in imported timber pallet recyclers, and also stone and tile importers and the vehicle trade, the three that we looked at first. There has been a large increase in technical response detections as a result of those other detections. So, we have a more recently formed technical response team, and they're obviously responding to those ones that are within Commonwealth jurisdiction. And then the National Border Surveillance Program that are at the Approved Arrangements or AA sites and vector detections have been pretty stable across the board, I would say.
Molecular is very critical for progressing diagnostics, so that's been a, you know, a major increase for us in entomology. We haven't had a lot of the molecular diagnostics in our realm until probably 5 or 6 years ago, but that's now proving to be a really instrumental thing for us. And that's it from me. Thanks, Gabrielle.
31:24
Gabrielle Vivian-Smith: Great. Thank you. Thank you so much, Bill. So, if we can show a large virtual round of applause for Bill, for what has been a really interesting and quite informative presentation today. We've got quite a few questions and comments that have been made, but if you've got a question feel free to add it to the comments or put your hand up. 
I don't think I'll have a lot of time to get through all these today, but there's one question to start off with and perhaps I've provided a little bit of context as well. So, Bill is an entomologist, so most of his area of responsibility is entomology. So, if it's around border operations or communication and engagement or plant pathology, for example, or seed interceptions Bill may be able to answer them, but you know it's probably not his sort of home territory, so much so just wanted to provide a little bit of context there. It's a really large operational and scientific group that we have, and this is a snapshot of part of that today. So we'll ask those questions of Bill, but just wanted to make sure Bill feels quite comfortable to say that is a question better directed elsewhere. So, Bill, one of the first questions was around when you detect a Xylella vector at the border, is there testing for Xylella within that vector?
33:06
Bill Crowe: Yes, there normally is, Gabrielle, I can't be 100% sure that particular one was, because the country it was from doesn't have Xylella.
33:17
Gabrielle Vivian-Smith: Right. Thank you. And sometimes that may be because it's a hitchhiker pest. So, it's hard to know exactly when that particular insect joined the vessel, for example, or came onboard the passenger's luggage.
Alright, so we've got another question from Fabian Marson about how many detections have been post biosecurity? I'm not sure if you have that available Bill.
33:51
Bill Crowe: I'd have to take that on notice for a total figure, I think, Gabrielle.

33:53
Gabrielle Vivian-Smith: There's a few questions around what do these intercepts mean in terms of, how many cases might have gone undetected? Also there's a question from colleague Mark Gibbs around the effectiveness of border inspections at finding pests and how do we measure the effectiveness of border inspection? And I was just wondering if you have any comments on that.
34:36
Bill Crowe: Yeah, it's a good question. I think it's something that's one of the reasons why we're sort of looking at that intermediate zone now or proposing to look at a bit more of that. I think it's a good way of checking how the actual border’s performing. We know you saw those import volumes at the start and when you've got so much cargo coming across particularly from some like mail for example, it's a really hard pathway to intervene on and industry simply don't have the infrastructure. Even if we had 10,000 extra biosecurity officers, industry do not have the infrastructure to deal with the intervention in those. So, we've got to find smarter, innovative ways to try and intervene in some of those pathways like mail. By I think by looking at surveying those areas, and that’s what the surveillance and technical response team are doing now. And I think we're finding some areas, or confirming what I should say, in some areas where we thought there might have been some leakage in other areas we are not finding stuff where we thought we there might have been for example like when we were proposing the Hitchhiker Program 4 years ago I strongly thought that we would turn up all these exotic snails on tiles and stone, because that was the experience that we were seeing in North America from European tile imports. But that hasn't proved to be the case here. For whatever reason, we just didn't find that. So, it really is a check in the system to try and find that. And that’s my sort of thoughts is that we move on to a new sort of a pathway and keep checking to see if there is leakage or not. And then that can inform our import conditions for those pathways to see whether we can intervene offshore, or onshore for those.
36:39
Gabrielle Vivian-Smith: Thanks, Bill. And you know I think the leakage surveys that we do are really a critical part of testing our effectiveness. So, the leakage surveys intervene at a higher rate than what is our normal rate and then look at if there's any difference in interception rates. And so they provide a really critical information base. And then I guess adding to your comments around the reduced detections in some pathways such as cut flowers, I just wanted to emphasise how critical your interception data is because they kind of provide us with a bit of a hotspot that we can focus in on and really take more stronger regulatory and intervention action to reduce that and that does seem to be effective as well, so it is a really, really critical part of our biosecurity system there.
One question that we have is around whether we can share country details of pest interceptions and we generally don't do that and I might just step in it and answer that one bit. And that's because there are a lot of market sensitivities and so we want to provide the information and help provide insights and useful information, but there's certain things that we for various reasons are unable to disclose publicly as well.
38:09
Bill Crowe: Just on that, Gabrielle, there's also the issue that there is a lot we simply just don't know. I'm constantly asked where something's from and the vessel's been to 15 ports. Like you mentioned before, I can't give an honest opinion as to which one of those countries this thing's got on. And so it is quite hard to pinpoint the actual origin of a lot of these things, unfortunately.
38:10
Gabrielle Vivian-Smith: Thanks, Bill. We’ve got a question about do we notice any patterns in different detections by region, and should we be more focused on certain groups or taxa in one location such as Melbourne compared to Brisbane for instance?
38:56
Bill Crowe: Yeah, potentially, I think there's certainly trade differences between the various different regional ports, or sorry, regional areas. For example, there's particular countries that export flowers mainly to Perth and others only import into Brisbane. So yeah, there's definitely some trends there that I think we could look at.
39:23
Gabrielle Vivian-Smith: Thanks, Bill. We've had a request from our colleague Margie Heath around insights on pest diseases, viruses, rust and pathogens. I don't know if you want to make any comments there or whether we leave that for another day noting we have had some pathology webinars in the past that have looked at some of those but not specifically interception data as such.
39:50
Bill Crowe: Yes. I think, David Nehl, my Pathology Director, colleague is planning on doing a seminar at some stage too Gabrielle. So that might be a great opportunity.
40:00
Gabrielle Vivian-Smith: Alright, and then just one very final question, regarding pet trade in detections and significant plant pests in general, can you refine the data and the self-assess clearance pathway that sit outside the mail pathway. So air, cargo, oh gosh, that sounds like a very operational question from Angelia Horsfield. I don’t know if you have any general comments on that Bill, but completely excuse you from answering if you can’t.
40:35
Bill Crowe: I think we can. Incidents , our actual database does have some problems with the way it's recorded. So, it does require quite a bit of manual filtering to try and work out exactly what was Self Assessed Clearance (SAC), what was various different mail classes etcetera. But it can be done.
40:59
Gabrielle Vivian-Smith: Alright, thank you. So, another big thank you to Bill.
Thank you, Bill so much for answering those questions and providing such an interesting webinar. As you can see, we've had a huge audience today, close to 500 attendees from all over Australia, all over DAFF, all over the world really. So it does signal that there is tremendous interest in this topic. I think many of our audience members will be pleased to hear that we have another webinar coming up. So as you flagged, Dr David Nehl will be providing a complementary talk on significant plant pathology, botany and security detections. So that invitation will go out soon and we can look forward to that. Once again, a big thanks Bill, and we'll try and answer a few of the other questions in the chat as we go. I think we can finish up now. Thank you everyone for joining us today. It has been a real pleasure to host Bill, hear his talk and a real pleasure to have such an interested audience as well. So, thanks for joining us.
42:15
Bill Crowe: Thank you.
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