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Drivers for a national 
strategic plan for aquatic 
animal health

➢ Aquatic animal production is rapidly 
growing

➢ Disease is one of the greatest threats

➢ Strategic investment reduces the risk 
of disease and protects and supports 
the Australian seafood industry. 



AQUAPLAN and the aquatic animal health system

➢ A strong aquatic animal health system 
underpins production and sustainability 
and reduces the risk of disease. 

➢ Strategic prioritization and investment 
began in 1998 to build Australia’s 
aquatic animal health system.

➢ Shaped by the collaborative efforts of:

• Aquatic animal industries

• State and Territory governments

• The Commonwealth Government.



The guiding principles of AQUAPLAN

➢ In addition to the industry-government collaboration that has been at the core of 
AQUAPLAN’s success, its development has followed some agreed guiding principles:

• The plan addresses common national priorities

• It focuses on strategic issues that will provide enduring benefit to the management of 
aquatic animal health nationally

• Its objectives and activities have defined, achievable outcomes.

➢ AQUAPLAN is designed to complement other strategic plans and national arrangements.
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