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Attachment 2: Guidance on applying to be registered as a food processing or storage facility handling Article 7 products under the Grain Export Program (GSEP) and Horticulture Export Program (HEP) scope for export to China
Application form and evidence of food safety management system
To apply, complete the application form ‘GSEP/HEP application for food processing and storage facilities handling product being exported to China’ (Attachment 1) and submit with documentary evidence of your food safety management system to grainchinaregistration@agriculture.gov.au. 

Acceptable documentary evidence of food safety management system includes:
a state, territory or local council food business registration, licence, notification or accreditation number
certification of third-party accredited food safety management system (for example, HACCP, BRC, SQF, Freshcare, ISO 22000, other)
for edible grains (for example, oats, sorghum,), fresh vegetables and dried beans (field peas and mung beans) and nuts and seeds you can provide a copy of your department Registered Export Establishment certificate.

Who can submit an application?
Applications must be completed by an appropriate person in management or control of the food processing and storage facility, such as a company director, quality assurance manager or export manager. This person must be listed on the department Registered Export Establishment certificate.

Applications must be submitted directly by the processing or storage facility. Exporters and brand owners, for example, cannot submit on the facility’s behalf. 

Which facilities need to apply?
Food processing facilities that carry out the final processing step need to be registered with GACC. Similarly, the final storage facility before export needs to be registered. Freight forwarding facilities that provide transitory storage do not need to be registered.

Each physical facility (location) needs to be registered. 

Department establishment number
China’s new requirements for imported food refer to a competent authority issued registration number – this is your department establishment number (also referred to as an ER number). 

If the facility already has an existing department establishment number, this number will continue to be used and will be provided to GACC. Include this number in the application form to enable the department to process your application as quickly as possible. 

If the facility does not have an existing department establishment number, the facility will need to contact the Grain CIFER registrations team on Grainchinaregistration@awe.gov.au for further information on how to become registered.

If a business has multiple facilities, a department establishment number will be issued for each facility location.

Product descriptions and HS codes
Provide product descriptions in the application for all the food products handled and to be exported by that facility. You won’t need to specify the HS Codes of the products in the form as this will be done within CIFER application. 

Product descriptions should be at a high or grouped level. Do not include brand names, individual product names or weights. For example, ‘olive oil’ not ‘extra virgin olive oil’ or ‘olive oil infused with garlic’ or for example ‘dried almonds, shelled’ not ‘John’s organic diced almonds 150g packs’. Further information on Article 7 food products is provided below.

Article 7 food products under the Grain Export Program (GSEP) and Horticulture Export Program (HEP) scope

If your facility is handling an Article 7 product for export to China which is not captured in this list, email grainchinaregistration@agriculture.gov.au for further advice.
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Table 1: Description of Article 7 food products covered under the Grain Export Program (GSEP) and Horticulture Export Program (HEP) scope.

	Food categories requiring registration under Section 2
	Description provided by GACC

	Oilseed: 
	Oilseed refers to the seeds of oil plants used for extracting edible vegetable oil, mainly including cottonseed, peanut and sesame for oil.

	Edible grains: 
	Refer to the seeds, roots and tuber products of cultivated plants such as cereals and potatoes, mainly including edible products of gramineous herbaceous seeds after rough processing, such as rice, oats and sorghum.

	Milled grain industry products and malt: 
	Refer to fine powdery products in which seeds, roots and tubers of cultivated plants such as cereals, potatoes, fruits and nuts are ground and screened for edible powder, or malt products formed after hydrolysis processing.

	Fresh vegetables and dried beans:
	Refer to fresh vegetable products processed by fresh-keeping, dehydration, drying and other drying processes and dried beans.

	Unroasted coffee beans and cocoa beans
	Refer to unroasted coffee beans and cocoa beans

	Nuts and seeds: 
	Nuts refer to the seeds of woody plants with hard shells, including walnuts, chestnuts, apricot kernels, almond kernels, pecans, pistachios, torreya grandis, Hawaiian fruits and pine seeds. 
Seeds refer to the seeds of melons, fruits, vegetables and other plants, including watermelon seeds and pumpkin seeds.



	T +61 2 6272 3933
F +61 2 6272 5161
	18 Marcus Clarke Street
Canberra City ACT 2601
	GPO Box 858
Canberra ACT 2601
	agriculture.gov.au
ABN 24 113 085 695




	T +61 2 6272 3933
F +61 2 6272 5161
	18 Marcus Clarke Street
Canberra City ACT 2601
	GPO Box 858
Canberra ACT 2601
	agriculture.gov.au
ABN 24 113 085 695



image1.png
Australian Government

“ Department of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Forestry




