
This document is an attachment to the Goulburn Monitoring Evaluation and Research (MER) 

Plan and describes additional project services to be undertaken. Please visit Monitoring, 

Evaluation and Research Plan - Goulburn River to read the entire Goulburn MER Plan.  

Visit Monitoring, Evaluation and Research Program (Flow-MER) to find out more about 

monitoring undertaken by the Commonwealth Environmental Water Office. 

 
Note that all projects will comply with Covid-19 pandemic restrictions and may require 
changes to activity and timelines. 

Schedule 6 –Work Order 
 

Goulburn MER - Turf Mat Retrieval 
 

Order  

The parties have agreed in accordance with clause 7 the Agreement that the Provider will provide the 

Additional Project Services specified in this Work Order. 

 

Item Description Clause Details 

1.  Agreement 
description 

N/A Agreement for Additional Project Services in respect of                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Long-form Services Agreement Commonwealth 

Environmental Water Office: Monitoring, Evaluation and 

Research Services for the Goulburn River Selected 

Area – 18 March 2019.  

2.  Names of 
Parties to the 
Agreement 

N/A The Commonwealth of Australia as represented by the 
Department of the Environment and Energy 

ABN 34 190 894 983 

University of Melbourne 

ABN: 84 002 705 224 

3.  Additional 
Project Start 
Date 

1.1 On approval by CEWO of the Work Order 

4.  Additional 
Project 
Timeframe 

1.1 From the date of approval by CEWO of the Work Order 

until 30 December 2020 

5.  Category of 
Services 

7 Monitoring 

6.  Additional 
Project Services  

 

7 Field Visit 

November 2020: Retrieval of mats deployed in late 

2019 & Deployment of a new set. Compared to the 

http://www.environment.gov.au/water/cewo/publications/mer-plan-goulburn-2019
http://www.environment.gov.au/water/cewo/publications/mer-plan-goulburn-2019
http://www.environment.gov.au/water/cewo/monitoring/mer-program


original sequence of field visits, this extra trip sits 

between Field visit 3 (November 2019) and Field Visit 4 

(now to be held late 2020 after the second spring 

fresh). 

Rationale 

Turf mats were deployed in November 2019 as part of 

‘Field Visit 3’ as per the original Turf Mats work order. 

These were not able to be processed on time because 

of COVID-19 related shutdowns to the laboratories at 

University of Melbourne where the sediment samples 

are dried, and the seeds are grown out. A trip was 

planned around June 2020 to retrieve the mats once 

labs started to open again at the university. This trip 

was prevented by high natural flows in the river and the 

Victorian second wave of Coronavirus and renewed 

shutdowns. High natural flows continued through winter 

and into spring even as restrictions began to ease. 

By the time a retrieval trip was possible for these mats, 

they had been exposed to Summer IVT flows, several 

natural high-flow events over winter, and the early 

spring fresh 2020. Any data collected from the mats 

would be extremely difficult to interpret. Following 

several conversations between the University of 

Melbourne and Streamology, and after consultation with 

the CEWO, it was decided to ‘discard’ the data from the 

mats that had been deployed for almost 12 months and 

to replace them with a new set of mats at the earliest 

possible opportunity. 

Because this is effectively a replacement of the mats 

deployed in November 2019, this requires a single extra 

field trip in addition to the 7 field visits specified in the 

original Turf Mats work order, but no extra laboratory 

processing time. Methods employed in the field will be 

identical to those described in the original Turf Mats 

SOP. 

No new processes or methods are required for this 

activity compared to those previously approved by 

CEWO. 

7.  Subcontractors 6.5 Streamology Pty. Ltd. 

20 Iarias Lane, Bright, Vic. 3741 

ABN 34 336 739 166  



 

8.  Progress 
meetings and 
reports 

11 This activity will not create any extra reporting or 

meetings beyond what is already covered in the original 

Turf Mats Work Order. 

9.  Performance 
Criteria  

12 The following Performance Criteria will apply to the 

Additional Project Services specified in the Work 

Order: 

- Must be undertaken in accordance with the 

Work Order and the Turf Mat Standard 

Operating Procedures. 

- Must be completed to a professional standard. 

- Must address relevant feedback provided by the 

CEWO.  

- Must be undertaken in accordance with the 

dates and timeframes specified in the Work 

Order  

- Outcomes must be included in the annual 

Goulburn MER report in accordance with the 

agreed standard format and template and 

include recommendations for how 

Commonwealth environmental water can be 

best used to influence seed recruitment/growth.  


