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26 February 2021 

Biosecurity Advice 2021/P03 

RELEASE OF THE FINAL PEST RISK ANALYSIS FOR PEPINO MOSAIC VIRUS AND 
POSPIVIROIDS ASSOCIATED WITH TOMATO SEED 

The department announced the commencement of the risk analysis on 22 March 2018 (via 
Biosecurity Advice 2018-04) and released the draft report for stakeholder consultation on 
8 August 2018 (Biosecurity Advice 2018-19). Comments from stakeholders on the draft 
report were considered in preparing the final report. 

This pest risk analysis was initiated by the department to review the emergency measures 
imposed to manage the risks of Pepino mosaic virus and five pospiviroid species on imported 
tomato seeds for sowing. Risk management measures are recommended for five of the pests 
that are under emergency measures to mitigate the risks to a level that achieves the ALOP 
for Australia. These pests are: Pepino mosaic virus (PepMV), Columnea latent viroid (CLVd), 
Pepper chat fruit viroid (PCFVd), Tomato apical stunt viroid (TASVd) and Tomato chlorotic 
dwarf viroid (TCDVd). 

This pest risk analysis supports the measures that are in place for CLVd, PCFVd, TASVd, 
TCDVd and PepMV.  

In addition to the department’s standard seeds for sowing import conditions, a combination 
of risk management measures is recommended for seeds of Solanum lycopersicum (tomato) 
and hybrids of this species that includes a test or a treatment for each identified pest: 

• Option 1. Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test—an option that is applicable to all 
five quarantine pests. 

• Option 2. Enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) test—an option that is 
applicable only to PepMV. 

• Option 3. Heat treatment—an option that is applicable only to PepMV. 

This Biosecurity Advice notifies stakeholders of the release of the Final pest risk analysis for 
Pepino mosaic virus and pospiviroids associated with tomato seed. 

This final report recommends risk management measures for imported tomato seed to 
manage the risk posed by five quarantine pests. The recommended measures will reduce the 
associated risk to a very low level to achieve the appropriate level of protection (ALOP) for 
Australia. 

This final report takes into account comments received from stakeholders on the draft report 
released on 8 August 2018. 

https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity/risk-analysis/memos/ba2018-04
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity/risk-analysis/memos/ba2018-19
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity/risk-analysis/plant/pepino-mosaic-virus-pospiviroids-tomato-seed
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity/risk-analysis/plant/pepino-mosaic-virus-pospiviroids-tomato-seed
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If the required treatment or testing is undertaken off-shore, phytosanitary certification is 
required with an additional declaration indicating the results of testing and that the testing 
or treatment has been conducted in accordance with Australia’s requirements. 

The final report, stakeholder comments and the department’s responses are available from 
the department’s website.  

The department invites stakeholders interested in receiving information and updates on 
biosecurity risk analyses to subscribe via the department’s online subscription service. By 
subscribing to Biosecurity Risk Analysis Plant, you will receive Biosecurity Advices and other 
notifications relating to plant biosecurity policy, including the vegetable seed reviews. 
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