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[image: Banana outline]About the assessment
On 16 September 2025, we notified stakeholders that we are conducting 
an assessment of alternative measures for the importation of fresh Cavendish 
bananas from the Philippines for human consumption. In this issue
· About the assessment
· Summary of the NSW and Qld in-person sessions
· Responses to additional stakeholder questions
· Details of our next in-person session




We are committed to ongoing communication and consultation with stakeholders throughout the assessment process.
We will share regular updates about the assessment in this newsletter.
If you would like to be removed from our mailing list, or you know someone who would like to be added, please contact us at plantstakeholders@
aff.gov.au 

This is in response to the Philippines’ formal request for Australia to consider alternative measures to manage the main pathogens of concern identified in the 
2008 import risk analysis for bananas from the Philippines.
There are a number of stages in our assessment process. The main steps are:
Early 2026 - undertake a technical visit to the Philippines to gather information 
on Philippine commercial production, pest management and export practices 
for Cavendish bananas.
[image: Email outline]Note: we were planning to visit in late 2025. Due to the declared State of Emergency in the Philippines we are rescheduling the visit to early 2026.
First half of 2026 - publish an issues paper that outlines the assessment process 
in more detail, provides background information on the Philippines’ requests, what will be considered during the assessment and how and when we will 
engage with stakeholders*.
Late 2026/early 2027 - publish a draft report for public consultation and 
consider comments received*.
Timing TBD - prepare and publish a final report.
*Please note that timings provided above are estimates only and are subject 
to change.







[image: Information outline]Summary of the NSW and Qld in-person sessions 
In the week of 13 October 2025, we held in-person information sessions at Innisfail and Mareeba in Queensland, and Coffs Harbour in New South Wales. There were approximately 80 attendees at the Innisfail session, and approximately 40 attendees at each of the Mareeba and Coffs Harbour sessions. The sessions were independently facilitated by Articulous who captured the discussion on paper, including the questions and concerns raised by attendees. These notes are now available on our webpage. More information on the outcomes from these sessions will be available on our website shortly.

[image: Questions outline]Responses to additional stakeholder questions
We have published responses to additional stakeholder questions on our webpage. These can be found under the ‘Questions and Answers’ section. This includes the following questions from the in-person information session at Innisfail that were requested to be recorded:
Will the assessment consider the biosecurity impact on the environment?
In general, after an import risk analysis is finalised and import conditions are published on BICON, how soon does trade commence?
Since the Biosecurity Act 2015 came into effect, how many of the fresh produce import risk analyses have resulted in the exporting country’s request being denied and how many have resulted in trade?

[image: Meeting outline]Details of our next in-person information session
We are holding an in-person information session in Carnarvon, Western Australia:
📅 Date: Wednesday 19 November 2025
🕑 Time: 1:00pm to 4:00pm AWST
🏫 Location: Dalmacija Club, 341 Robinson St, East Carnarvon
If you are interested in attending, please register via our Humanitix event page.

More information
Webpage: agriculture.gov.au/banana-Philippines
Register to receive regular updates: If you would like to receive regular updates on the bananas from the Philippines assessment, including this newsletter, please contact plantstakeholders@aff.gov.au 
Register to receive biosecurity advices: Subscribe to ‘Biosecurity Risk Analysis Plant’ via our online subscription service to receive Biosecurity Advices and other notifications relating to plant biosecurity policy: https://subscribe.agriculture.gov.au/subscribe
To unsubscribe, please contact plantstakeholders@aff.gov.au 


Acknowledgement of Country
We acknowledge the continuous connection of First Nations Traditional Owners and Custodians to the lands, seas and waters of Australia. We recognise their care for and cultivation of Country. We pay respect to Elders past and present, and recognise their knowledge and contribution to the productivity, innovation and sustainability of Australia’s agriculture, fisheries and forestry industries.
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