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Bird flu and you
Bird flu is a virus that mainly effects birds.
It can also spread to other animals and, in rare cases, to people who've had close contact with infected animals.
There are different types of bird flu.
Past outbreaks of H7 bird flu in Australia caused millions of chicken deaths and egg shortages.
An outbreak of the more serious H5 type could cause many deaths in chickens, mass deaths of wild birds and other animals, and disrupt our food supply.
That's why it's vital we are prepared for an outbreak.
You can take simple steps to help protect yourself and your family from H5 bird flu.
Always wash your hands with soap before and after handling birds or eggs.
Avoid touching sick or dead birds and keep your pets away from them.
Store bought chicken, meat and eggs are safe to eat when cooked and handled properly.
Wash hands and utensils after touching raw meat or eggs and always keep raw meat separate from other foods.
If you see sick or dead animals, please don't touch them.
Avoid contact Record what you see from a safe distance.
Report sick or dead birds to the Emergency Animal Disease Hotline on 1800 675 888.
Find out what you can do at birdflu.gov.au
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