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Trade 
in the Goulburn a win-win
We recently completed our 
first trade of Commonwealth environmental water in the southern Murray Darling Basin 
with some 
22.864 
gigalitres
 of Commonwealth environmental water 
allocations sold for a return of $6.458 million
.
We are currently undertaking a formal evaluation of our processes, in consultation with trade participants.
 
However, we do know that this 
trade 
did not 
negatively 
affect 
other sellers 
in the market – there was 
more than 320 Victorian Goulburn and Murray regulated river allocation
s
 trade
d
 (totalling 26 GL at a VWAP of $281 per ML)
 at the same time as the 
Commonwealth
 trade
.
Refer to current trade actions on 
our web site
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Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder Update
Summer 2015-2016
As the year draws to a close I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your family a happy festive season, and encourage everyone to stay safe around our waterways this summer. 
On behalf of our State and local delivery partners I would particularly like to thank all the community representatives that have put time and effort into working with us throughout the year. Your knowledge of the system is proving essential to our efforts to protect and restore the rivers floodplains and wetlands particularly in those parts of the system experiencing dry and drought conditions. 
My decisions about how best to manage the Commonwealth's water portfolio are influenced by a number of factors including availability (allocations) the best available science and the insights and experiences of people living and working in the Basin, who know their rivers intimately. 
Like other water users, environmental water holders and managers must adjust their water management strategies during dry times when allocations are reduced because there is less water available in the system.
This year, we have made the most of the Commonwealth’s holdings by using a combination of water delivery, carryover, and a small trade of allocations, to maximise environmental outcomes.
The dry outlook for the 2015-16 water year meant it was prudent that we used carry over to ensure environmental needs could continue to be met and we have continued to make water available to supplement environmental flows generated by our States and local delivery partners. Meanwhile, the trade of temporary water has also proven to be a useful management tool. 
To date we have traded temporary water twice in the North and more recently in the South.  These trades have been a win-win for the environment and for those irrigators who took the opportunity to buy much needed water for their farms. Sale proceeds are set aside to allow us to maximise environmental outcomes within the Murray-Darling Basin.

 (
See 
our webpage
 for the latest information about 
Commonwealth environmental water in Basin storages
, a
llocations and carryover
 and w
ater use
Community consultation
I welcome opportunities to discuss the Commonwealth’s involvement in environmental water and its management. If you are interested and/or potentially affected by our planning and decision-making, you can get in touch with me or members of 
my team
.
 
Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder David 
Papps
 with 
Mutti
 
Mutti
 Elder Barry Pearce, August 2015
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Scientists working on our Long Term Intervention Monitoring Projects are continuing to report evidence of fish, vegetation and wildlife outcomes in key locations that have received environmental water. Information about our Long Term Intervention Monitoring Project is available at www.environment.gov.au/water/cewo/monitoring/ltim-project
[image: ]Macquarie Marshes Bird Count 
The Macquarie Marshes is an internationally recognised bird habitat that has received environmental water from both New South Wales and the Commonwealth during 2015. Every year wetland ecologists, environmental water managers and local Rangers from NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service converge to take part in a bird count at the Ramsar site. This year, there were over 130 different woodland and wetland bird species identified including several threatened species such as Australasian bitterns and the Painted Snipe.
 (
White Necked Herron, Macquarie Marshes October 2015
)
Fish Monitoring in the Lachlan and Edward-Wakool
[image: C:\Users\a16374\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Word\Brewster Weirpool perchlets Nov 15 (2).jpg]Recent monitoring of larval fish in the Lachlan system has shown evidence of successful spawning of the Flat-headed Gudgeon and the nationally vulnerable Murray cod. Monitoring also confirmed that a population of endangered Olive Perchlet continues to call the central Lachlan home. 
 (
Olive 
Perchlet
, Lachlan River, November 2015
)In the Edward-Wakool, monitoring again found River Blackfish in the upper Wakool River indicating this area may contain important habitat for these fish. Obscure Galaxias were also found again in Yallakool Creek (first found in the area in 2014) suggesting a population may be established in the creek
[image: ]The first record of Southern bell frog in the mid-Murrumbidgee wetlands 
Monitoring in the lower Murrumbidgee has found evidence that the nationally endangered Southern Bell Frog is successfully breeding. This year adult, tadpole and juvenile frogs have been detected through the Long Term Intervention Monitoring Program across the Lowbidgee, mid-Murrumbidgee and Yanco Creek system wetlands following Commonwealth environmental watering. 
 (
Southern bell frog tadpoles, Murrumbidgee, November 2015
).


 (
‘Whole of system’ watering
Using natural inflow patterns as a 'cue' and coordinating with water delivered by The Living Murray as well as other environmental and operational water deliveries has ensured that the majority of the flows have continued moving through the Murray system, contributing to outcomes in the Edward-Wakool River and all the way to the Lower Lakes and Coorong. 
‘Whole of system’ watering includes:
River Murray channel from Hume Dam including Coorong, Lower Lakes and Murray Mouth 
Barmah 
Millewa
 Forest (both VIC and NSW) primarily 
Millewa
 Forest near Deniliquin during late winter,  spring and into summer
Locks 2 and 5 
weir pool raising
Locks 7, 8, 9 and 15 weir pool raising (wetland inundation and flows to 
Potterwalkagee
 Ck, Lindsay River and 
Mullaroo
 Ck) and lowering
Hattah Lakes, Mildura 
Steven’s Weir lowering and permanent and ephemeral creeks and 
Werai
 Forest, near Deniliquin 
Various wetlands of South Australia
Meanwhile, Commonwealth water continues to be made available for use in Victorian catchments (Gunbower Creek and 
Mallee
 Wetlands, and Goulburn, Campaspe, Loddon and Ovens Rivers) throughout the year in collaboration with the Victorian Environmental Water Holder and local catchment management authorities. 
)Outcomes from the multi-site watering event along the River Murray 
[image: ]A ‘whole of system’ watering action has been delivered to the River Murray since June 2015. The Commonwealth water being used for this event was mostly carry over from 2014-15, as water allocations for 2015-16 in the New South Wales Murray have been low.
 (
Australasian Bittern
)[image: ]Some of this water was directed into the Barmah and Millewa Forests (both are part of Ramsar sites), contributing to the growth of moira grass and supporting the breeding of over one thousand pairs of water birds including white and straw-necked ibis, spoonbills, eastern great egrets, nankeen night herons, darters and little pied cormorants. Additionally a significant proportion of the global population of Australasian Bitterns and Little Bitterns are inhabiting, and likely breeding, in the forest. 
 (
Golden perch eggs
)This watering action has also contributed to the spawning of the iconic golden perch and the critically endangered silver perch (EPBC Act) in the Murray region. By increasing the River Murray’s connectivity, environmental water is enabling fish movement via constructed fish ways throughout the entire length of the river. This is good news for the Basin’s 430 000 recreational anglers who are depending on us to restore fish stocks. 
Maintaining barrage flow over summer is critical to protect water quality and estuarine habitat for native fish populations in the Coorong.
Above average and average rainfall in recent years and delivery of significant volumes of environmental water have improved conditions in the Lower Lakes and Coorong. However, the Coorong’s recovery remains a priority because increasing salinity levels over summer present a risk of long-term ecological damage. 
[image: \\pvac01file02\water$\Environment\Environmental Water\CEWH\Photos\2015\20150821 - CLLMM - Michelle Campbell\IMG_4338.JPG]Providing environmental flow into the Coorong while maintaining agreed minimum lake levels remains a priority for the Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder in 2015-16. As such, the Water Holder has entered into a Watering Schedule with South Australian Department of Environment Water and Natural Resources. This schedule includes up to 150 GL of additional Commonwealth environmental water available for the underwriting Lower Lakes above 0.50 m AHD so that continuous barrage flow can be maintained into the Coorong between January and June 2016. This is in addition to the 555 Gigalitres of Commonwealth environmental water delivered to maintain barrage flow to the Lower Lakes to 30 November 2015.
 (
The Barrages, Lower Lakes, August 2015
)It is the responsibility of South Australian Department of Environment Water and Natural Resources to operate the barrages and manage water in a seasonally appropriate way consistent with the agreed objectives.


Flows set to occur over summer
Murrumbidgee 
	Location 
	River Operator 
	Real time river information 

	Yarrada Lagoon
	Water NSW
	http://realtimedata.water.nsw.gov.au/water.stm 

	Juanbung Wetlands
	Water NSW
	http://realtimedata.water.nsw.gov.au/water.stm

	North Redbank Wetlands
	Water NSW
	http://realtimedata.water.nsw.gov.au/water.stm

	Yanga N.P.
	Water NSW
	http://realtimedata.water.nsw.gov.au/water.stm

	Eulimbah Wetlands
	Water NSW
	http://realtimedata.water.nsw.gov.au/water.stm

	Waldaira Lagoon, Junction Wetlands
	Water NSW
	http://realtimedata.water.nsw.gov.au/water.stm


Mid Murray
	Gunbower Creek
	Goulburn-Murray Water
	https://waterline.g-mwater.com.au/waterstatus/#ST@G409ACM

	Reed Beds Swamp (Millewa Forest)
	Water NSW
	N/A


Goulburn-Broken
	Lower Broken Creek
	Goulburn-Murray Water
	https://waterline.g-mwater.com.au/waterstatus/#ST@G404210D


South Australian Murray
	South Australian River Murray
	Murray-Darling Basin Authority River Murray Operations &South Australian Department of Environment, Water and Natural Resources 
	http://livedata.mdba.gov.au/ 

	Various South Australian Wetlands
	N/A
	N/A



We continue to use water to enhance flows in the unregulated rivers of the Northern Basin to ensure native vegetation, fish and birds are able to withstand the prospect of further dry conditions, by using environmental water to support in-channel, wetland and low elevation floodplain habitat. However, water use is contingent on flow triggers (that cannot be predicted or may not occur).
Gwydir 
	Location 
	River Operator 
	Real time river information 

	Gwydir Wetlands
	WaterNSW
	http://realtimedata.water.nsw.gov.au/water.stm

	Mallowa Creek
	WaterNSW
	http://realtimedata.water.nsw.gov.au/water.stm

	Mehi River
	WaterNSW
	http://realtimedata.water.nsw.gov.au/water.stm

	Carole Creek
	WaterNSW
	http://realtimedata.water.nsw.gov.au/water.stm


Macquarie
	Macquarie River Channel
	WaterNSW
	http://realtimedata.water.nsw.gov.au/water.stm


Barwon-Darling
	Barwon-Darling River
	NSW DPI Water
	http://realtimedata.water.nsw.gov.au/water.stm


Namoi
	Namoi River
	WaterNSW
	http://realtimedata.water.nsw.gov.au/water.stm


Warrego
	Toorale
	NSW DPI Water
	http://realtimedata.water.nsw.gov.au/water.stm


Border Rivers
	Dumaresq, Severn (Qld), Macintyre River, Macintyre Brook
	Border Rivers Commission/SunWater
	https://water-monitoring.information.qld.gov.au/host.htm 


Warrego (Qld)
	Upper Warrego River
	QDNRM
	https://water-monitoring.information.qld.gov.au/host.htm


Moonie
	Moonie River
	QDNRM
	https://water-monitoring.information.qld.gov.au/host.htm


Condamine Balonne
	Culgoa, Narran, Birrie, Bokhara
	QDNRM, SunWater
	https://water-monitoring.information.qld.gov.au/host.htm

	Nebine River
	QDNRM
	https://water-monitoring.information.qld.gov.au/host.htm
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Commonwealth environmental water allocations and

Australian Government

carryoverin regulated Basin catchments (as at 30 November 2015)

The Commonwvealth Environmental Water Holder receives

the same allocations and is required to follow the same carryover,
trade and water use rules as all other equivalent water licence holders.
Carryover is a strategic planning tool that provides the flexibility

to use water from the previous year to meet future season demands.

Commonwealth Environmental
Water in Basin Storages

CEWH CARRYOVER TOTAL

ALLOCATIONS FROM CEW IN

FOR15-16 PREVIOUSYEAR 15-16
1 Condamine 8 Murray!
—Balonne i G (including Lower Darling)
Cooby, Chinchilla, Leslie, Dartmouth, Hume,
Beardmore, lack Taylor 0.008 GL 0.035GL 0.043GL Menindee Lakes, Lake Victoria
Condamine-Balonne . Bo_rde_r Rivers i 0 . Ovens
(Lower Balonne) Pindari, Glenlyon, Lake Buffalo,
Coolmunda 0.1GL 6.6GL 6.7 GL Lake William Hovell

Queensland
SouthAustralla  New South Wales  Gwydir H Q 10 Broken
Copeton 9.2GL 2340GL 32.7GL Lake Nillahcootie
Barwon-Darling . Namol . Goulburn
(including Peel} Eildon
Macguarie 5 5 4
Fhlte “"(k'c';“:‘;z;' 036 QNI 5.46L Waranga Basin
Lower Darling

Macquarie i Q

. Burrendong, . camgaggi
windamere | 88GL [HElAdid  20GL i
b Murrumbidgee . Lachlan H Q . Loddon
_ ) Wyangala, Tullaroop,
Edward-Wakol Carcoar | 22.7 GL 39.56L 62.1GL Caimn Curran
E'a‘sl!e{py
0 -

Ranges Gétburn . 14 Wimmera
raken 7 Murrumbidgee i o -Mallee
A Burrinjuck, LakeBellfield, Lake Fyans,
ctor Campaspe Blowering 97.2GL EEZX:CN 151.8 GL Lake Lonsdale, Wartook Reservoir,

TaylorsLake, Toolondo Reservoir

*Includes NSW, Vic and SA Murray accounts. Allocation held against the Commonwealth's SA Murray entitlement
forms part ofthe 1,154 61 of SA entitlementflow managed in accordance with PartXIl, Subdivision B of the Murray-Darling Basin Agreement http://www.environment.gov.au/water/cewo/por tfolio-mgt/holdings-catchment
(http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/consol act/wa200783/schl.html The entitlement flowis managed bythe MDBA through a combination
afunregulated tributary inflows and releases from upstream NSW and Victorian storages.

Commonwealth Environmental Water Office

CEWH CARRYOVER  TOTAL
ALLOCATIONS FROM CEWIN
FOR15-16 PREVIOUSYEAR  15-16
848 GL [Exiciay 1,290GL
CEWH CARRYOVER  TOTAL
ALLOCATIONS FROM CEWIN
FOR15-16 PREVIOUSYEAR  15-16
483.5GL prwAcll 759.7GL
0.16L 0.1G6L
0GL 0GL
220.5GL 24.1GL 244.6 GL
3.6GL 3.66GL
21GL 2.1GL
0GL 0GL

Detailed information on the current commonwealth Environmental Water Holdings in each catchment can be found at;
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Trade and the Commonvwvealth Environmental
Water Holder

The Water Act 2007 allows the Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder
to sell water if one of two conditions are met:

Australian Government

Commonwealth Environmental Water Office

1.When environmental water needs have been met OI— 2.Ifthe proceeds from the water sale can be used to buy water in another
(and the water cannot be carried over) year (or catchment) when (or where) environmental needs are greater.
Option 1: Option 2:
b Is the water required to meet the objectives s Isit possible to use the proceeds from
of the Environmental Watering Plan, a trade of water to acquire other water that
this wateryear? would be of greater environmental benefit?
(Water Act, subsection 106 (1)) (Water Act, subsection 106 (2))
a Can the water be H Tradeis not
carried overin possible under
storage forusein this subsection
the next water year? of the Act
v
Trade is not
possible under
this subsection
of the Act v
Tradeisan option Tradeis anoption
(all proceeds must be (all proceeds must be used to acquire water that
managed in accordance with improves the capacity to achieve the environmental
section 113 of the Water Act) objectives set outin the Environmental Watering Plan)
Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder trading activities: Alltrading activities are quided by the Commonwealth environmental
>supportenhanced environmental outcomes water trading framework, which includes operating rules, protocols and
> haveregard tosocial and economic outcomes procedures for buying or selling water. For more information please go to
>are undertaken ina manner which meets legislative requirements http://www.environment.gov.au/water/cewo/trade

> are financially responsible, fair, equitable, transparentand accountable.




image11.jpeg




image13.jpeg




image12.jpeg
¥ @theCEWH
e www.flickr.com/photos/envirogov/sets
W:www.environment.gov.au/water/cewo

N 8 B & R

Australian Government

Commonwealth Environmental Water Office




