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5. The Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF) must be notified of the 
intention to use a contingency measure as soon as reasonably practical and prior to the 
discharge of any ballast water which has been managed using a contingency measure.  

6. As of 23 February 2023, the use of a contingency measure can be reported as part of the 
normal ballast water report using the Maritime and Aircraft Reporting System (MARS).  

a. If a ship uses ballast water exchange as a contingency measure,  
i. the Master of the ship must declare the use of a contingency measure on 

the ballast water report  
ii. D-1 must be selected in the drop-down box for a contingency measure 

method used. 
iii. All details must be filled out in the tank screen on the ballast water 

report 
b. If a ship has used a method other than D-1 as contingency measure, 

i. The Master of the ship must declare the use of a contingency measure on 
the ballast water report 

ii. Other, must be selected in the drop-down box for a contingency measure 
method used. 

iii. All details must be filled out on the tank screen and the other method of 
ballast water management must be conveyed to the National Maritime 
Centre - maritimeNC@agriculture.gov.au.

c. A decision regarding discharge of ballast water treated with a contingency 
measure will be communicated via the Biosecurity Status Document (BSD) 
issued for the current voyage.   

d. Please contact the department via the National Maritime Centre if you have any 
queries relating to this process at maritimeNC@agriculture.gov.au

e. Where BWMS equipment remains defective the Australian Maritime Safety 
Authority must be informed as soon as reasonably practical via the AMSA 
website. 

7. Australia does not permit a ship to discharge unmanaged ballast water in Australian 
Territorial Seas as a contingency measure in the event of BWMS failure.  
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