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It is  well recognised that wetlands play an important role in maintaining

biological diversity. They also perform vital functions such as water purification,
nutrient retention, maintenance of water tables, storm protection, flood mitigation,
shoreline stabilisation, erosion control, and groundwater recharge—all of which are
important for Australia’s unique natural resources and landscape. Wetlands also provide for
social and cultural wellbeing and, if managed wisely, they can provide economic benefits. 

The special values and functions of wetlands can only be maintained if ecological processes
are allowed to continue to function. Unfortunately, wetlands are amongst the most
threatened ecosystems worldwide due largely to destructive practices such as draining,
infilling, pollution and overexploitation of their resources. In order to prevent further 
loss of important wetland habitat in Australia, building and maintaining a comprehensive
inventory of our wetlands is crucial so that we gain a better understanding of their values
and location.

The Commonwealth Government has invested around $2 million through the National
Wetlands Program to do just that—to undertake, in cooperation with State and Territory
governments, a comprehensive inventory of Australia’s nationally important wetlands
known as A Directory of Important Wetlands in Australia (the Directory). Since the release 
of the first and second editions of the Directory in 1993 and 1996 respectively, funding 
has been provided for comprehensive reviews of existing data and to investigate regions 
of Australia that were previously under-represented or not represented in the Directory.

At the time of the launch of the second edition of the Directory, the Commonwealth
Government made a commitment to investigate means by which the information contained
in the Directory could be made electronically available via the Internet. This will make it
more widely available to a wide variety of potential users wishing to access the information.
The Commonwealth Government has honoured this commitment — A Directory of Important
Wetlands in Australia is now available “online” on the Environment Australia website.

With this shift from hard copy to electronic format, the Directory data set is now easier 
to update—as new information becomes available it will be immediately uploaded. From
now on the electronic Directory will greatly facilitate more rapid availability of the data 
for nationally important wetland sites. 

I envisage that the Directory will become a much more useful tool for policy makers,
biodiversity professionals and the community. It provides information useful for making
decisions on the protection of wetlands and how wetland resources will be utilised. It 
will enable those who wish to restore or rehabilitate wetlands to access a valuable source 
of information on wetland characteristics. It can also provide a substantial basis for the
future development of a national wetlands inventory to document all of Australia’s wetlands,
not just those that are considered to be nationally or internationally important. 
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It is particularly auspicious that both the summary publication of the third edition of the
Directory and the online database are launched on 2 February 2001—World Wetlands Day. 
It marks the 30th anniversary of the signing of the Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar, 
Iran, 1971) to which Australia was one of the first signatories, and is cause for celebration.
Australia has made a valuable contribution to wetland conservation during this time and
these launches provide an opportunity to promote not only to all Australians but to the
International community alike that the Australian Government is continuing to meet 
its strong commitment to the conservation of Australia’s important wetlands. 

Robert Hill

Minister for the Environment and Heritage

February 2001 



The Wetlands Section would like to thank the authors who produced the
Introductory text for their respective State and Territory Chapters for their input to this
publication. The primary authors and contributors are Mark Lintermans (ACT), Paul Adam
and Deb Stevenson (NSW), Gavin Blackman (Qld), Stewart Blackhall (Tas), Janet Holmes
(Vic), and Jim Lane (WA). 

No new Introductory text was provided for NT and SA. The text for these chapters was edited
and updated by the national editors. 

We would also like to thank NHT National Wetlands Program project proponents who
contributed new site information to the Directory.

Geoff Larmour produced the summary statistics for the Introduction and Convention on
Wetlands Chapters, and the Summary analysis sections for the State and Territory Chapters.

Our colleagues in ERIN provided invaluable assistance. Rod Nowrojee and Mathew Brooks
contributed to the publication through the production of maps and underlying GIS layers,
and through the production of summary statistics for the Directory sites. 

Tony Rosling developed the database to hold both Directory and Ramsar data, and
accomplished the transfer of all of the existing site information from text form to 
the database, enabling the information to be widely accessible via the Internet.

Acknowledgments

v



Foreword iii

Acknowledgments v

1. Introduction — Alison Russell-French 1
Context 1
Brief Summary and Analysis of Directory Data 2
Interim Biogeographic Regionalisation for Australia (IBRA) analysis 3
Drainage Basin analysis 5
Applications of Directory data 6
Future of the inventory project 6

2. Wetland classification system, Criteria for inclusion and 
Data presentation — Geoff Larmour 9
Wetland classification system 9
Criteria for determining important wetlands 11
Data presentation 12

3. Use and future development of the Directory — Geoff Larmour 15
Using the Directory 15
Future development of the Directory 15

4. The Convention on Wetlands in Australia — Sarah Young 17
The Convention on Wetlands 17
Ramsar Criteria for Inclusion 18
Management of Listed Ramsar Sites 20
Ramsar in Australia 21
Looking to the Future 24

5. Australian Capital Territory 29
Introduction — Mark Lintermans 29
Summary analysis 30
List of nationally important wetlands in the Australian Capital Territory 32

6. New South Wales 35
Introduction — Associate Professor Paul Adam 35
Summary analysis 36
List of nationally important wetlands in New South Wales 39

Contents

vii

page no.



viii

A Directory of Important Wetlands in Australia

7. Northern Territory 47
Introduction — Peter J. Whitehead and Ray Chatto 47
Summary analysis 49
List of nationally important wetlands in the Northern Territory 51

8. Queensland 55
Introduction — J.G. Blackman 55
Summary analysis 59
List of nationally important wetlands in Queensland 62

9. South Australia 73
Introduction — Josephine Morelli and Mark C. de Jong 73
Summary analysis 75
List of nationally important wetlands in South Australia 77

10. Tasmania 81
Introduction — Stewart A. Blackhall, Anne C. McEntee and Elizabeth Rollins 81
Summary analysis 84
List of nationally important wetlands in Tasmania 86

11. Victoria 91
Introduction — Janet Holmes 91
Summary analysis 93
List of nationally important wetlands in Victoria 95

12. Western Australia 103
Introduction — Jim Lane, Roger Jaensch, Romeny Lynch and Sue Elscot 103
Summary analysis 107
List of nationally important wetlands in Western Australia 110

13. External Territories — Geoff Larmour 117
Introduction 117
Summary analysis 118
List of nationally important wetlands in the External Territories 120

References 123

Abbreviations 129

Contact List — ANZECC Wetlands and Migratory Shorebirds Taskforce 131

Appendix 1

Summary analysis of Directory sites by Wetland types and 
Criteria for inclusion — Geoff Larmour 133

Appendix 2

The Interim Biogeographic Regionalisation for Australia — Geoff Larmour 137



ix

Contents

Appendix 3

Summary analysis of Directory sites by Drainage Basin — Geoff Larmour 145

Appendix 4

Ramsar Classification System for Wetland Type 155

List of Figures

Figure 1 Australia’s Nationally Important Wetlands 7

Figure 2 Australia’s Ramsar Sites 27

Figure 3 Internationally and Nationally Important Wetlands 
of the Australian Capital Territory 33

Figure 4 Internationally and Nationally Important Wetlands of New South Wales 45

Figure 5 Internationally and Nationally Important Wetlands 
of the Northern Territory 53

Figure 6 Internationally and Nationally Important Wetlands of Queensland 71

Figure 7 Internationally and Nationally Important Wetlands of South Australia 79

Figure 8 Internationally and Nationally Important Wetlands of Tasmania 89

Figure 9 Internationally and Nationally Important Wetlands of Victoria 101

Figure 10 Internationally and Nationally Important Wetlands of Western Australia 115

Figure 11 Internationally and Nationally Important Wetlands 
of the External Territories 121

Figure 12 Interim Biogeographic Regionalisation for Australia, version 4.0 143

Figure 13 Australia’s Drainage Divisions and Basins 153

List of Tables 

Table 1.1 Changes to Directory listings in each jurisdiction 2

Table 1.2 Number of wetlands and approximate area in each jurisdiction 2

Table 1.3 IBRA regions containing ten or more nationally important wetlands 4

Table 1.4 Drainage Basins containing 10 or more nationally important wetlands 5

Table 4.1 Number and area of Ramsar sites in each Australian jurisdiction 21

Table 4.2 Summary List of Australia’s Ramsar sites 22

Table 4.3 Number of Ramsar sites in each wetland type by jurisdiction 25

Table 5.1 Number and area of nationally important wetlands in the 
ACT by IBRA region 31

Table 5.2 Number of ACT sites in each Wetland type 31

Table 5.3 Number of ACT sites included under each Criterion 31

Table 6.1 Number and area of nationally important wetlands in NSW by IBRA region 37

Table 6.2 Number of NSW sites in each Wetland type 37

Table 6.3 Number of NSW sites included under each Criterion 38

Table 7.1 Number and area of nationally important wetlands in the NT by IBRA region 49

Table 7.2 Number of NT sites in each Wetland type 50

Table 7.3 Number of NT sites included under each Criterion 50



x

A Directory of Important Wetlands in Australia

Table 8.1 Qld Sites meeting all six Criteria for inclusion 57

Table 8.2 Number and area of nationally important wetlands in Qld by IBRA region 60

Table 8.3 Number of Qld sites in each Wetland type 61

Table 8.4 Number of Qld sites included under each Criterion 61

Table 9.1 Number and area of nationally important wetlands in SA by IBRA region 75

Table 9.2 Number of SA sites in each Wetland type 76

Table 9.3 Number of SA sites included under each Criterion 76

Table 10.1 Number and area of nationally important wetlands in Tas by IBRA region 84

Table 10.2 Number of Tas sites in each Wetland type 85

Table 10.3 Number of Tas sites included under each Criterion 85

Table 11.1 Number and area of nationally wetlands in Vic by IBRA region 94

Table 11.2 Number of Vic sites in each Wetland type 94

Table 11.3 Number of Vic sites included under each Criterion 94

Table 12.1 Number and area of nationally important wetlands in WA by IBRA region 108

Table 12.2 Number of WA sites in each Wetland type 109

Table 12.3 Number of WA sites included under each Criterion 109

Table 13.1 Number and area of nationally important wetlands 
in the External Territories occurring in IMCRA Regions 118

Table 13.2 Number of External Territories sites in each Wetland type 119

Table 13.3 Number of External Territories sites included under each Criterion 119

Table A1.1 Number of Directory sites in each jurisdiction with multiple Wetland types 133

Table A1.2 Number of Directory sites in each Wetland type by jurisdiction: 
A—Marine and Coastal Zone wetlands 134

Table A1.3 Number of Directory sites in each Wetland type by jurisdiction: 
B—Inland wetlands 134

Table A1.4 Number of Directory sites in each Wetland type by jurisdiction: 
C—Human-made wetlands 135

Table A1.5 Number of Directory sites in each jurisdiction meeting multiple 
Criteria for inclusion 135

Table A1.6 Number of Directory sites included under each Criterion by jurisdiction 136

Table A2.1 Number and area of Directory sites by IBRA region 139

Table A2.2 Interim Biogeographical Regionalisation for Australia, version 4.0 142

Table A3.1 Number and area of sites in Drainage Basins containing
nationally important wetlands 146

Table A3.2 Number of Drainage Basins with less than ten nationally 
important wetlands 150

Table A3.3 Drainage Basins with no nationally important wetlands 150

Table A3.4 Australia’s Drainage Divisions and Basins 152


	A Directory of Important Wetlands in Australia - Third Edition
	Copyright Details
	Foreword
	Acknowledgments
	Contents

