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Executive Summary

Introduction

Mr A.A. Hamilton, a gardener at Centennial Park, Sydney, first discovered Epacris
hamiltonii, at Blackheath in the Blue Mountains, in January 1900. The species was
described by Maiden and Betche and named in his honour (Maiden and Betche,
1900).

Epacris hamiltonii is a spreading shrub that grows on the cliff edges lining moist
gullies in the Blue Mountains, west of Sydney. Until 1994, only one population was
known to exist within a gully in the Blue Mountains National Park. Approximately
four thousand plants are now known to occur over a range of five kilometres in
three creek catchments of the upper Blue Mountains.

This revised recovery plan describes our current understanding of Epacris
hamiltonii, documents the research and management actions undertaken to date, and
identifies the actions required and parties responsible to ensure the ongoing viability
of the species in the wild.

Legislative context

The Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (TSC Act) is NSW’s legislative
framework to protect and encourage the recovery of threatened species, populations
and communities. Under the TSC Act, the Director-General of National Parks and
Wildlife has certain responsibilities including the preparation of recovery plans for
threatened species, populations and ecological communities. This Recovery Plan has
been prepared in accordance with the provisions of the TSC Act.

Preparation of Plan

This Recovery Plan has been prepared with the assistance of a recovery team, a non-
statutory group of interested parties with relevant expertise, established to discuss
and resolve issues relating to the plan. Components within the plan do not
necessarily represent the views nor the official positions of all the individuals or
agencies represented on the recovery team. The information in this Recovery Plan
was accurate to the best of the NPWS' knowledge on the date it was approved for
draft exhibition.

The plan will be reviewed and updated 5 years from the date of publication.

Implementation of Plan

The TSC Act requires that a public authority must not undertake actions
inconsistent with a recovery plan. The public authorities relevant to this plan are the
NPWS, City of Blue Mountains Council, Rural Fire Services and Sydney Catchment
Authority. Consequently, these agencies must, as the relevant land managers,
manage Epacris hamiltonii within their areas in accordance with this plan. Relevant



land management issues include the management of threatening processes such as
inappropriate fire regimes, urban runoff, weed invasion and visitor access.

Recovery Objectives

The overall recovery objective is to protect populations of Epacris hamiltonii from
decline and develop a management regime, based on current knowledge, designed to
promote the species conservation and evolutionary potential in nature.

Specific recovery objectives are to:

1. protect and maintain known populations of E. hamiltonii from declining in the
long term by the implementation of in situ habitat conservation tools;

2. enhance management of E. hamiltonii and it’s habitat based on an increased
understanding of key aspects of the biology and ecology of the taxon;

3. increase knowledge of the distribution of E. hamiltonii and undertake an
assessment of new populations;

4. raise awareness in the community about E. hamiltonii; and

5. determine the true conservation status of E. hamiltonii.

Performance Criteria

Performance criteria of this recovery plan are that:

1. populations of E. hamiltonii do not decline in the long term and appropriate
management recommendations are discussed with land holders and managers;

2. key aspects of the biology and ecology of E. hamiltonii are further understood so
as to guide the management of the species and its habitat;

3. a greater knowledge of E. hamiltonii distribution is achieved and applied to
management;

4. a community awareness program is implemented targeting habitat protection
through Total Catchment Managment principles; and

5. conservation status has ben re-evaluated and if appropriate, a recommendation
has been made to downlist the species from Endangered to Vulnerable.

Recovery Actions

Recovery actions will be directed towards:

1. habitat management to ameliorate threatening processes and informed assessment
of activities which may impact on E. hamiltonii;

2. continue investigations into key aspects of the biology and ecology of E.
hamiltonii.




































































































