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Please visit the EUCAS website (agriculture.gov.au/export/controlled-goods/meat/elmer-3/eucas) for up-to-date information and application forms for all EUCAS activities.
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	Accredited farm
	A farm where on EUCAS cattle, non-EUCAS breeding bulls and non-EUCAS breeding females are held and which has been accredited under the Export Control Act 2020 and chapter 3 of the Export Control (Meat and Meat Products) Rules 2021.

	Accredited feedlot
	An accredited feedlot that has been accredited under the Export Control Act 2020 and chapter 3 of the Export Control (Meat and Meat Products) Rules 2021 which maintains segregation of EUCAS cattle from non-EUCAS cattle.

	Accredited property
	Either an accredited farm, accredited feedlot or accredited saleyard.

	Accredited saleyard
	A saleyard that has been accredited to sell EUCAS cattle under Export Control Act 2020 and chapter 3 of the Export Control (Meat and Meat Products) Rules 2021 to sell EUCAS cattle and that maintains segregation of EUCAS cattle from non-EUCAS cattle.

	Androgenic
	Steroid hormones that control the growth and functioning of the male sex organs and the appearance of male secondary sexual characteristics, which may be natural or synthetic.

	Antimicrobial 
	An antimicrobial is a substance that acts on a micro-organism (e.g. bacteria, virus, fungus, protozoa) that can be used for treating or preventing a disease. Antimicrobials should not be given to any EUCAS cattle for growth promotion or to increase yield.

	AMR
	Antimicrobial Resistance

	APVMA
	Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority.

	AUS-MEAT Limited
	An Australian meat and livestock industry body responsible for developing and implementing industry standards.

	Eligible destination
	Eligible destinations include EUCAS accredited farms; EUCAS accredited feedlots; EUCAS accredited saleyard and EU listed abattoirs. Limited exemptions are in place for agricultural shows, camp, drafts etc

	EU
EUCAS
	European Union.
European Union Cattle Accreditation Scheme.

	EUCAS cattle
	Cattle that meet all the eligibility criteria of EUCAS and that an EU listed abattoir may slaughter to export beef and beef products to the EU market.

	EU listed abattoir
	A registered export establishment approved to slaughter EU cattle.

	EUVD
eNVD/eEUVD
	European Union Vendor Declaration.
Electronic National Vendor Declarations or Electronic European Union Vendor Declarations. EUVDs serve as legal documents which communicate the food safety and treatment status of every animal as it moves through the supply chain and are appropriate for use within the EUCAS system.


	Export Control Act
Export Control (Meat and Meat Products) Rules
	Export Control Act 2020 (Cth) (the Act)
Export Control (Meat and Meat Products) Rules 2021 (the Rules)

	Feedlot
	An area of land covered by a single property identification code (PIC) under relevant State or Territory legislation, where cattle are confined and fed high energy rations to maximise growth for the purpose of slaughter

	Gestagenic
	Female hormones that support the development and retention of a pregnancy.

	HGP
	A Hormonal Growth Promotant is a veterinary medicine product, registered in Australia used to increase the growth or productivity of livestock where the active ingredient is one or more hormones with an oestrogenic, androgenic, or gestagenic or thyrostatic effect. Examples include products containing oestradiol, progesterone, testosterone, zeranol and trenbolone actetate.

	Individually identified
	For the purposes of EUCAS, means identified using an individual NLIS endorsed breeder or post-breeder RFID placed in the right ear of every animal, or with a rumen bolus and corresponding ear tag.

	ISC
	Integrity Systems Company

	Manager of an accredited farm
	The manager of an accredited farm (the manager), the person responsible for the day-to-day management of the property.

	MLA
NFAS
	Meat and Livestock Australia.
The National Feedlot Accreditation Scheme-NFAS is an independently audited quality assurance program for the Australian lot feeding industry that was initiated by the Australian Lot Feeders’ Association (ALFA) and is managed by AUS-MEAT Limited. 

	NLIS
	National Livestock Identification System.

	NLIS ID
	The visually read number on a RFID ear tag. The NLIS ID consists of a PIC number, a manufacturer’s code and the year of manufacture, as well as a management number.  Each NLIS ID is unique and identifies the animal to which it is assigned. The manager may use either the NLIS ID or RFID to record movements of the animal on the NLIS database.

	Non-eligible destination
	Non-eligible destinations are destinations that are not EU accredited.

	Non-EUCAS breeding females
	Non-EUCAS HGP free cows, heifers or pregnant females intended for use in breeding. Cows with calves at foot are not eligible to enter a property as non-EUCAS breeding females. Non-EUCAS breeding females must have lifetime traceability in the NLIS database and be HGP free.

	NVD
	National Vendor Declaration.

	Oestrogenic
	Hormones that control the growth and functioning of the female sex organs and the appearance of female secondary sexual characteristics, which may be either natural or synthetic. Can also be used to synchronise the breeding cycle of female cattle. 

	PIC
	Property Identification Code.

	Restricted antimicrobial products
	Antimicrobial products that are prohibited for use on food animals (including beef cattle) by the European Union. None of these are registered for use on cattle by the APVMA. 

	RFID 
	Radio Frequency Identification Device (RFID) approved under the National Livestock Identification System (NLIS). The electronically read number encoded on a microchip inside an NLIS ear tag. The RFID consists of a manufacturer’s code and a unique number for each animal. Each RFID number is unique and identifies the animal to which it is assigned. The manager may use either the NLIS ID or RFID to record movements of the animal on the NLIS database. The NLIS database includes both numbers and uses them to confirm the movements of the animal throughout its lifetime.

	The department
	The Commonwealth Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry.

	Thyrostatic
	Anti-thyroid agent used for growth promotion (not permitted for use in cattle in Australia).
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INTRODUCTION
Beef exported to the European Union (EU) must come from animals raised on properties accredited by the Commonwealth Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry under the European Union Cattle Accreditation Scheme (EUCAS). These properties are referred to as ‘accredited farms,’ or ‘accredited feedlots’ and ‘accredited saleyards’.
EUCAS is a regulated national animal production scheme that guarantees full traceability of all animals through the National Livestock Identification System (NLIS), linking individual animal identification to a central database. Managers of accredited properties must register all movements of EUCAS cattle on the NLIS database. EUCAS allows Australia to meet the European Union market requirements for non-HGP treated beef through a segregated production system that allows the production of a separate stream of cattle that have not been treated with hormonal growth promotants (HGPs), products containing oestradiol and its ester-like derivatives, or restricted antimicrobial products for the purposes of growth promotion. 
The legislative basis of EUCAS is the Export Control Act (2020) and the requirements of EUCAS are described in Chapter 3 of the Export Control (Meat and Meat Products) Rules 2021. The department has overall responsibility for the implementation and co-ordination of EUCAS administration.
This document outlines the requirements for EUCAS accredited saleyards. The department will advise all managers when changes to this document occur, however it is the responsibility of managers to ensure that their cattle retain eligibility for the EU market. The EUCAS rules have been developed to assist the manager of an accredited saleyard (the manager) into meeting the requirements of accreditation.
The current version of this document can be found on the department’s website at http://www.agriculture.gov.au/eucas. For further information, please contact the EUCAS Helpline on 1800 305 544 between 8:00am and 4:00pm Australian Eastern Time (AET) Monday to Friday (excluding public holidays) or by email at EUCAS@aff.gov.au.
[bookmark: _Toc44380827][bookmark: _Toc50728302]Managers can obtain information on the products that are currently registered for use as HGPs from the Australian Pesticide and Veterinary Medicine Authority (APVMA) website. The APVMA website is at apvma.gov.au and includes the link to the APVMA database PUBCRIS, which allows you to search for all registered agricultural and veterinary products including those that contain HGPs and antimicrobial products. The direct link to PUBCRIS is at https://portal.apvma.gov.au/pubcris.
[bookmark: _Toc223707025][bookmark: _Toc44380828][bookmark: _Toc50728303]SALEYARD ACCREDITATION
1.1 [bookmark: _Toc223707026]ACCREDITATION PROCEDURE
1. Saleyards must be EUCAS accredited to trade EUCAS cattle. A saleyard is a centre where the transaction of cattle by auction takes place. An accredited saleyard may trade EUCAS cattle and non-EUCAS cattle provided they are segregated (held in separate pens).
A saleyard manager can obtain an application form for accreditation from the department by contacting the EUCAS help line on 1800 305 544 or from the department’s website at http://agriculture.gov.au/eucas. A saleyard manager must submit to the department a completed application form and include a management plan that meets EUCAS requirements of segregation, individual identification, and traceability. Before the department can grant accreditation, the saleyard must undergo a pre-accreditation audit.
The management plan must include a training program for all agents that may be involved in traded cattle for the EU market. The training program must include information on all EUCAS requirements and the details of the saleyard management plan. The management plan must list all the saleyard agents, and the signatures of the saleyard agents confirming that they have undergone training included in the management plan. The manager of the saleyard is responsible for ensuring that the agents are aware of their EUCAS responsibilities and comply with them.
The department will review the submitted management plan to ensure that it addresses all conditions of accreditation. If the department believes that the management plan will not meet EUCAS requirements, the department will inform the applicant in writing or by email of its shortfalls and ask the applicant to submit an improved plan.
When the management plan satisfactorily addresses the conditions of accreditation, the department will arrange an initial on-site accreditation audit that will assess the property and available records to ensure that the management plan is practical. The management plan must be approved before EUCAS cattle may be traded at the saleyard; however, EUCAS cattle may be traded during a sale attended by an authorised auditor for the purpose of assessing and approving the management plan. The auditor will pay particular attention to the methods used to maintain the segregation and integrity of the EUCAS cattle and the procedures in place to ensure accurate reporting to the NLIS database. Auditors will discuss the outcome of the audit with the manager or their representative; in particular, auditors are required to outline any concerns that they may have and discuss the acceptability of any proposed corrective action. The department will arrange a follow-up audit within five to seven weeks from the initial pre-accreditation audit to verify that the applicant has implemented the required changes.
The saleyard manager who signed the EUCAS accreditation application is legally responsible for ensuring compliance with all conditions of the property accreditation. This responsibility only ceases when the manager notifies the department in writing that they have relinquished that responsibility. It is important that if there is a change in saleyard manager and the new manager wants to continue EUCAS accreditation, they must re-apply immediately for accreditation, using the application form from the department’s website at https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/export/controlled-goods/meat/elmer-3/eucas/saleyards or by contacting the EUCAS helpline on 1800 305 544.
a) If the manager wishes to withdraw their accreditation, they must inform the department in writing, or complete the Notification of withdrawal of a property from EUCAS accreditation form to EUCAS@aff.gov.au.
1.2 [bookmark: _Toc223707027]EU SALEYARD MANAGEMENT PLAN REQUIREMENTS
1. The management plan must include, but is not limited to, the following:
1. Property and management details, inclusive but not limited to Manager details, PIC/EUSY number, and a list of responsible personnel;
ii. A map of the saleyard clearly indicating holding and sale pens for EUCAS cattle, the position of loading/unloading facilities, and EU Hospital pens;
iii. Describe the introduction of EUCAS cattle into the accredited saleyard;
iv. Description of the procedure for cattle arriving with incomplete EUVD’s or without an NLIS RFID tag;
v. Describe the methods that ensure segregation of EUCAS and non-EUCAS cattle at all times;
vi. Ways of designating and marking pens as EUCAS pens;
vii. A plan of the order of sale that maintains the segregation of EUCAS cattle;
viii. Details regarding the post-sale processes to process animals staying in the EUCAS system, and those leaving the scheme;
ix. Procedure following the discovery of a sick, injured, or dead animal;
x. Details regarding the usage and storage of the NLIS reader;
xi. Records that the saleyard will maintain for trade in EUCAS cattle;
xii. Documents relating to the training of staff and agents, the classification of breaches, and what actions follow these breaches; 
xiii. A list of people allowed to sign EUVDs on the manager’s behalf, completed with a specimen signature;
xiv. Documents relating to regular monitoring for compliance with the management plan;
xv. A version history table for amendments to the management plan to be documented. 
[bookmark: _Toc223707028]SEGREGATION OF EUCAS AND NON-EUCAS CATTLE 
1. An accredited saleyard may trade both EUCAS and non-EUCAS cattle and the manager must ensure that these classes of cattle are segregated. Please see the EUCAS Farm rules section 2.2 for definitions of EUCAS accredited cattle. 
1.3 [bookmark: _Toc223707029]MOVING CATTLE ON TO AN ACCREDITED SALEYARD
1. Only EUCAS accredited farms and feedlots can transfer cattle eligible to be slaughtered for the EU market to an accredited saleyard. EUCAS cattle may travel on the same vehicles as non-EUCAS cattle provided segregation is maintained.
1. The saleyard manager must ensure that the individual identification devices of EUCAS cattle are checked on arrival and are accompanied by a correctly completed EUVD:
1. if an animal has lost all identification, it must be moved into the non-EUCAS section of the saleyard.
1. prior to sale of cattle as suitable for the EU market, a pre-sale check with the NLIS database must confirm that the cattle are registered as EUCAS cattle. The manager must ensure that any cattle deemed non-EUCAS are removed from the EUCAS into the non-EUCAS section of the saleyard prior to sale.
1.4 [bookmark: _Toc223707030]SELLING AND TRANSPORTING EUCAS CATTLE FROM THE SALEYARD
1. Only cattle moved within the EUCAS system retain eligibility for the EU market. Managers of accredited saleyards may move EUCAS cattle from the accredited saleyard to an accredited destination and retain EU-eligibility. Managers unsure whether a particular destination or purpose is allowed under EUCAS should contact the department on 1800 305 544 for advice, prior to transfer.
1. Saleyard managers must sell EUCAS cattle separately from non-EUCAS cattle and this principle should be reflected in the order of sale. EUCAS cattle retain their EU eligibility only if purchased and transferred to an accredited property or an EU listed abattoir.
The manager of an accredited saleyard must ensure that all EUCAS cattle consigned to an EU eligible abattoir for slaughter have an individual visual identifier that will clearly separate them from non-EUCAS cattle. Managers should ensure that they meet all state/territory regulations regarding transaction tags.
[bookmark: _Toc223707031]DATABASE RECORDING REQUIREMENTS
1. Saleyards must have access to NLIS device reading equipment and a computer system capable of interacting with the NLIS database. Saleyard managers are responsible for notifying the NLIS database of the following:
i. 	all cattle movements onto or off the accredited saleyard: on the day of arrival or departure;
ii. 	cattle that arrive dead or die whilst under control of the saleyard: within 24 hours of discovery of a deceased animal; 
iii. Replacements for lost identification devices; 
iv. the reclassification of any EUCAS cattle to non-EUCAS cattle within 24 hours.
Managers are also responsible for verifying the EU eligibility of the cattle on the day of the sale and ensuring that the farm or feedlot that sent the cattle is EUCAS accredited.
[bookmark: _Toc223707032]RECORD KEEPING
1. The manager of the accredited saleyard must maintain the following records for two years after the transaction.
i. 	the movement of EUCAS cattle onto the saleyard, including accompanying original EUVD;
ii. checks of EUVDs, identification requirements and eligibility of EUCAS cattle against the NLIS database;
iii. the movement of EUCAS cattle off the accredited saleyard, including the final destination and the records of the notification to the NLIS database of these movements;
iv. Information on replacement RFIDs, and
v. regular monitoring for compliance with the management plan and corrective action taken. Records should be kept demonstrating the monitoring that took place, regardless of whether or not a non-compliance was detected. 
Under EUCAS, managers must keep records for a minimum of two years. State and territory requirements for record maintenance may differ. Managers should consult their state or territory authorities to ensure that they also meet their requirements.
[bookmark: _Toc223707033]MONITORING MANAGEMENT PLAN AND AGENT CODE OF PRACTICE COMPLIANCE
1. The manager of the saleyard is responsible for monitoring the saleyard’s EUCAS management plan and the code of practice for agents. They must include monitoring frequency and procedures in the management plan, including corrective actions for non-complying agents. Corrective actions may include alerting agents to their breaches of the management plan in writing, and imposition of temporary or permanent bans on agents. Non-compliances that affect the management plan or integrity of EUCAS must be referred to the department for follow up action. 
[bookmark: _Toc50728312][bookmark: _Toc223707034]AUDITS
1. The department will arrange for saleyard audits to take place at least annually, following a successful pre-accreditation audit. Renewal of accreditation will depend on a successful audit outcome. Additional audits may be required if the department believes that there are specific issues to be assessed. Auditors will seek the assistance of the manger and staff of the saleyard, if necessary to carry out the audit.
In most cases, EUCAS auditors will contact the saleyard manager to ensure that the manager or another responsible person will be present to assist in the audit. Auditors will have a report from the NLIS database that shows the transactions that the saleyard has reported to the NLIS. The auditor will refer all refusals to allow an audit to take place without due cause to the department.
Auditors will discuss the outcome of the audit with the manager or their representative; in particular, auditors are required to outline any non-compliances detected and discuss the acceptability of any proposed corrective actions. Critical non-compliances will be referred directly to the department which may decide to revoke the accreditation
[bookmark: _Toc202188673][bookmark: _Toc202188698][bookmark: _Toc202188674][bookmark: _Toc202188699][bookmark: _Toc202188675][bookmark: _Toc202188700][bookmark: _Toc202188676][bookmark: _Toc202188701][bookmark: _Toc202188677][bookmark: _Toc202188702][bookmark: _Toc223707035]ANTIMICROBIAL USAGES
1. In addition to HGP’s and oestradiol and its ester derivatives, the EU has prohibited the use of antimicrobials for growth promotion or increased yield in animals within the EU supply chain for all imports after September 2026. As a result, the use of antimicrobial treatments is restricted under the EUCAS program in the following ways:
i. Permitted Uses: Antimicrobials can be used to treat or prevent diseases such as bloat, ketosis, bacterial infections or coccidiosis. Most Australian antimicrobial products are labelled for these purposes and can continue to be used on EUCAS properties to treat or prevent diseases.
ii. Prohibited Uses: Antimicrobials cannot be used for growth promotion or increased yield. This includes using antimicrobials for improved liveweight gains, increased weight gains, stimulating growth rates, improved feed conversion efficiency or improved reproductive performance. Five types of antimicrobial products with these kinds of growth promotion uses in their label instructions have been identified. These products contain active ingredients such as flavophospholipol, lasalocid, monensin, narasin, and salinomycin. These products must only be used to treat or prevent diseases and not for any growth promotion uses.
The department maintains that the use of any antimicrobial product must be done so in accordance with EUCAS rules and requirements. If saleyard staff become aware of an incorrect usage of antimicrobial products on cattle that have been transferred to the saleyard as EU eligible, please speak with the producer and if confirmed, have the cattle reclassified and removed from the EU market sale. 
The EU has also prohibited the use of certain restricted antimicrobials on food producing animals. None of these restricted antimicrobials are registered for cattle by the APVMA. Producers can ensure they comply with this rule by continuing to only use APVMA registered veterinary treatments or products approved by an APVMA permit or a veterinary prescription.
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