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Methyl Bromide Fumigation Methodology v3.0
Completing a treatment certificate
This fact sheet explains the mandatory information required in a treatment certificate for fumigations performed under the Methyl bromide fumigation methodology v3.0 (the methodology). 
Section 12.3 of the methodology defines all mandatory information.
The fumigation certificate provides formal evidence that a methyl bromide treatment was completed in accordance with the methodology and relevant import or export requirements.
A treatment certificate must:
be based on accurate, contemporaneous records from the Record of Fumigation (ROF)
be issued for every fumigation conducted under the methodology where certification of treatment is required by the importing or requesting authority
be kept for 2 years
not contain false or misleading information.
Treatment certificate template
Use of the treatment certificate template (Appendix 3) is not mandatory. It is provided as a resource to help treatment providers prepare their own treatment certificate. The template may assist in meeting the required conditions; however, compliance is determined by whether the issued certificate includes all requirements outlined in Section 12 of the Methyl Bromide Fumigation Methodology v3.0.	Comment by Begg, Nicole: Have tried to  make the language more generic - we’ll aim to distribute these fact sheets directly to treatment providers. But we’ll also issue to OGAs and entities like in China or brokers. So the ‘your’ doesn’t work in those cases. 	Comment by Blake, Marian: Disagree - I would say the main audience is people filling out certificates and ROFs, the others are a secondary audience. 
I won’t die on a hill over it but just think original words read better.	Comment by Blake, Marian: Will change to your suggestion across both fact sheets. Will need to make sure all mentions are changed.
Some sections of the template have been included based on feedback from industry to make the tool more practical and user-friendly.
Ensure documents or IT systems align with the requirements in Section 12. Do not rely on the template alone to determine compliance.
Letterhead
The format of the certificate is not mandated; certificates may look different to the template in the methodology. Electronic versions of certificates are valid if they meet all the requirements in section 12 of the methodology.
Include the company letterhead. The name of the company and the physical address must be included and legible. Refer to: Clause 12.3.3 (a)
Date issued
Record the date the fumigation certificate is endorsed and issued. This date may differ from the actual fumigation date.
Each company may have its own verification and quality assurance processes to confirm that all treatment and documentation requirements have been met before issuing a certificate. The issue date reflects the point at which these requirements have been verified for a specific consignment.
For example, multiple certificates may be issued for separate consignments that were fumigated in a single treatment event.
Refer to: Clause 12.3.3 (w)
Certificate number
Each fumigation certificate must have a unique number to clearly link it to a specific treatment and consignment. A numbering system might include the year, treatment provider code, and a sequential number (e.g., 2025-FUMEMB-001). Maintaining a log of all certificate numbers showing the consignment link, date issued, and treatment details ensures each number is used only once and can be easily traced. Refer to: Clause 12.3.3 (c)	Comment by Begg, Nicole: Amended to try and ensure difference between the must and helpful information is a little more clear. Unless I’m mistaken they don’t need a consistent numbering system or a log. But it would be really good practice.	Comment by Blake, Marian: I’ll just remove the word consistent, I think that does the same thing with less words.  Happy with the other changes
Treatment provider ID number
Number issued by regulatory authority.  E.g. AEI, AA number, RE number. Refer to: Clause 12.3.3 (b)
Consignment details
Consignment link: A reference that links the fumigation to the consignment, for example, Container number, bill of lading or invoice number.  Refer to: Clause 12.3.3 (h)
Seal numbers: Record the sea container seal number(s) where required. Check the relevant import conditions to confirm whether seal numbers must be included.
Client name/address: Record name and address of the client whom the certificate is issued. Both importer and exporter can be included if preferred. Additional reference information may also be added. 
Commodity description: provide a brief description of the goods being treated or transported, for example, “raw cotton bales” or “wooden furniture”. 
Commody quantity: State the quantity of goods being certified. When multiple certificates are issued for a single treatment (e.g., bulk-treated goods later divided), the total quantity across all certificates must not exceed the quantity treated.
Commodity county of origin: The country where the goods being fumigated were produced, manufactured, or grown. This information helps verify import and export requirements, as some commodities have specific treatment conditions based on their origin. Refer to: Clause 12.3.3 (k)
Port of loading: The port or location where the treated goods are loaded for export.
Destination country: The country to which the goods are ultimately being exported or delivered. It is the final country of import or intended use for the consignment.
Treatment details
A treatment certificate must be based on accurate, contemporaneous records from the ROF.
Target of fumigation
The target of fumigation is the specific object or area that is intended to be treated through the fumigation process. It may be the commodity, packaging material, container, or conveyance or combination of these. Tick all that apply. Refer to: Section 3.1, clause 12.3.3 (e)
Enclosure type
Tick the relevant enclosure type. Fumigations are conducted in a variety of different enclosures; different conditions apply to different enclosure types. Common enclosure types are:
Sheeted enclosure - An enclosure created under a gas-proof sheet that is covering/enclosing the commodities to be fumigated. Includes sheeted sea containers and sheeted stacks. Section 4.2
Fumigation Chamber - A gas-tight fumigation enclosure with an inbuilt extraction system. All requirements for fumigation chambers specified in section 4.3 Fumigation chambers. Section 4.3
Un-sheeted container – Sea container suitable for fumigation. Section 4.1
If the enclosure type is not listed, provide these details under ‘other’, the certificate can be changed to suit the fumigators needs.
Refer to: Clause 12.2.5 (i) and Glossary
Treatment schedule (prescribed/specified treatment schedule)
Specific treatment rates, exposure period and rules as imposed by the relevant authority – usually the importing jurisdiction, for example, Refer to: Section 1.1.2, Glossary.
Some treatment schedules have additional requirements including, but not limited to, load factor and minimum end point readings.
An example of a treatment schedule
Dose rate: 24 g/m³ or above, 
Exposure period: minimum of 12 hours (but less than 24 hours), 
Temperature: at 10°C or above, 
Additional requirement: a minimum start time concentration reading must be above 24 g/m3,	Comment by Begg, Nicole: Technically part of the treatment schedule as well.	Comment by Blake, Marian: Thanks 😊 
Additional requirement: a minimum end point reading of 12 g/m³.
Dose Rate: The prescribed concentration of methyl bromide to be used per unit of volume and the exposure period e.g. 80g/m3. Refer to: Glossary
Exposure Period: The amount of time, in one continuous block, that the consignment must be exposed to sufficient concentration levels of methyl bromide to be lethal to the targeted pests. Refer to: Clause 8.6
Temperature: The temperature stated in the treatment schedule, for example, 10°C. Refer to: Section 12.3.3 (c).
Fumigation details (treatment applied)
Insert the details of the treatment that was performed. Where there is dose compensation for temperature variation this will be different to the prescribed treatment schedule section. 
If no variation from the treatment schedule this will be the same as the treatment schedule. Refer to: 12.3.3(q) to 12.3.3(s).
Applied dose rate: The rate used after temperature has been taken into consideration. This is the dose rate used to calculate the dose. (Called ‘Dose rate used’ on the ROF). Refer to: Section 6 and 8.1.
Exposure Period: Record the amount of time between the start of the fumigation and the end of the fumigation.
Temperature: Record the temperature used to calculate the dose. Refer to: Section 12.3.3 (c)
Place of fumigation
Place of fumigation: Record address or location where the fumigation was conducted. Refer to: Clause 12.3.3 (l)
Date and time fumigation commenced: Record the exact date and time the fumigation began. This ensures a clear record of exposure start for compliance and traceability purposes. Refer to: Clause 12.3.3 (d)
Date and time fumigation completed: Record the exact date and time the fumigation was completed, including the end of exposure and any aeration period. This confirms total treatment duration and compliance with the prescribed schedule. Refer to: Clause 12.3.3 (e)
Final TLV reading
Record the final TLV reading and the time and date it was taken. Refer to: Clause 12.3.3 (t)
Declaration
The treatment certificate must include a statement declaring the consignment complies with the treatment schedule, import conditions, and all requirements of the Methyl Bromide Fumigation Methodology
When declaring compliance with import conditions, this is related to import conditions in the fumigators control. For example, the treatment schedule (dose, exposure period, temperature) packaging requirements, load factors, or consignment suitability, biosecurity directions, or export protocols. This does not relate to other import conditions not related to the treatment processes. Record the name and signature of the fumigator-in-charge or authorised signatory, and the date of endorsement. Refer to: Clauses 12.3.3 u-w
Additional declarations
Record any additional declarations. Not a mandatory field – Refer to relevant import/export policy.
Additional brown marmorated stinkbug (BMSB) requirements
Some treatments have additional import requirements that need to be reflected in the treatment certificate. For example, the BMSB requirements also include the following: 
Date and time ventilation commenced: Record the time ventilation commenced.
Lowest end point reading: Record the lowest end point reading.
Additional declaration: “The container seal, as listed on this certificate, was applied by the treatment provider within 120 hours of the treatment completion”.
More information
Learn more about Methodologies and documents for biosecurity treatments - DAFF.
Web agriculture.gov.au
Email offshoretreatments@aff.gov.au
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