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Purpose
This Terms of Reference establishes a strategic policy relationship between the Farm Resilience

Division (the FRD) of the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry and the Future Drought
Fund First Nations Advisory Group (the advisory group). It aims to improve drought and climate
resilience outcomes through the activities of the Future Drought Fund (FDF), benefiting First Nations
peoples and the broader agriculture sector, landscapes and communities.

Scope
The advisory group provides independent, strategic policy advice on the design and implementation
of FDF programs and activities, focused on:

e Informing the design process :

on Country pilot program andFuture Drought Fund First Nations Advisory Group Terms of Re
e Ensuring FDF programs are inclusive of First Nations people using culturally sensitive approaches.

e Supporting capability and delivery reform within the FDF to embed First Nations perspectives for
long-term outcomes.

The advisory group is not a decision-making body.

Membership
Membership consists of five members and one chair. Members’ terms commenced on 28 January

2025 and will end on 30 June 2028. Members are engaged for their skills and expertise in areas such
as environmental, social and economic initiatives, including drought and climate resilience, as well as
their experience in First Nations engagement, water and land management and the agriculture,
fisheries and forestry sector. As such, members are not expected to provide place-based advice or
act as a representative of a particular community or organisation.

Meeting Arrangements
The advisory group will meet as required, but not less than 4 times per year. Members will be

remunerated to attend and undertake reasonable preparation for meetings, inter-state travel and
consideration of out-of-session material. Guests may be invited to meetings, with the approval of the
Chair.

Reporting

The advisory group reports to the FRD. This Terms of Reference and members’ biographical
information will be made publicly available on the department’s website. The advisory group is
reported on the Australian Government Organisations Register and AusTender. The FRD will report
on the outcomes of the relationship, for example, through the FDF Annual Report.
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Roles and responsibilities

First Nations Advisory Group

e Provide independent, strategic policy advice to the Farm Resilience Division of the department
(see Scope).

e Comply with their respective Terms of Engagement and the Terms of Reference.

e Consider in its advice the parameters of FDF activities and decision making, including statutory
requirements set out in the Future Drought Fund Act 2019 and the Future Drought Fund (Drought
Resilience Funding Plan 2024-2028) Determination 2024, and timeframes or funding limitations.

Farm Resilience Division

e Recognise First Nations people, businesses, organisations and communities as key stakeholders
in the agriculture sector and dependent communities.

e Commit to supporting First Nations economic self-determination through the agriculture sector
and recognise that caring for Country presents opportunities to support the resilience of the
sector, landscapes and the people and communities that depend on it.

e Consider the advisory group’s advice in its deliberations and the advice provided to the relevant
financial decision maker.

e Provide administrative and secretariat support and undertake reporting (see Reporting).

Shared Responsibilities

e Accountable: Participate in reporting on the activities and outcomes of the partnership.

e  Cultural Safety: Commit to ensuring a professional, culturally safe working environment. This
includes preserving Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property and upholding the principles of
Free, Prior and Informed Consent.

e Collaborative: Engage in discussions in good faith to achieve a shared goal. Both Parties will
influence the agenda, determine priorities and activities with consideration to relevant statutory
requirements and funding parameters, and provide advice by consensus, wherever possible.

Acknowledgement of Country

We acknowledge the continuous connection of First Nations Traditional Owners and Custodians to the lands, seas and
waters of Australia. We recognise their care for and cultivation of Country. We pay respect to Elders past and present, and
recognise their knowledge and contribution to the productivity, innovation and sustainability of Australia’s agriculture,
fisheries and forestry industries. © Commonwealth of Australia 2025

Unless otherwise noted, copyright (and any other intellectual property rights) in this publication is owned by the
Commonwealth of Australia (referred to as the Commonwealth).

The Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples' right to
control, own and maintain their Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property (ICIP). ICIP shared by members of the advisory
group and used in any subsequent Future Drought Fund outputs remains the property of the First Nations owners and
requires their free, prior and informed consent for reproduction.

All material in this publication is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International Licence except content

supplied by third parties, logos and the Commonwealth Coat of Arms.

The Australian Government acting through the Department has exercised due care and skill in preparing and compiling the
information and data in this publication. Notwithstanding, the Department, its employees and advisers disclaim all liability,
including liability for negligence and for any loss, damage, injury, expense or cost incurred by any person as a result of
accessing, using or relying on any of the information or data in this publication to the maximum extent permitted by law.
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