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Future Drought Fund: Funding Information 
This table details the payment Information for the Long-term Trial of Drought Resilient Farming Practices Program Round 2 as required under Section 27A of 

the Future Drought Fund Act 2019. 

All payments in this table are GST exclusive. 

Table 1 Long-term Trial of Drought Resilient Farming Practices Program Round 2 

Organisation Region(s) Legislative 
purpose 

Program description Total amount 
payable 

Total amount paid 

as at 31 December 

2025 

Payment date Payment amount 

Commonwealth 
Scientific and 
Industrial 
Research 
Organisation 

New South Wales 

South Australia 

Victoria 

s21(1)(d) 

Carrying out of 
research that is 
directed towards 
achieving drought 
resilience 

This project will closely study new 
regenerative cropping and pasture 
management methods to improve 
drought resilience in dryland farming 
systems in southern Australia. 

$7,978,634.00 $1,329,771.00 31/10/2025 $1,329,771.00 
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Organisation Region(s) Legislative 
purpose 

Program description Total amount 
payable 

Total amount paid 

as at 31 December 

2025 

Payment date Payment amount 

The University of 
Adelaide 

New South Wales 

South Australia 

Victoria 

Western Australia 

s21(1)(d) 

Carrying out of 
research that is 
directed towards 
achieving drought 
resilience 

This project will enhance resilience of 
sheep production systems by 
combining climate resilient sheep 
with novel, drought tolerant pastures, 
shrubs and trees which enhance 
consistency of feed supply, stabilise 
and improve landscape health, and 
create microclimates that increase 
sheep welfare and productivity. 

$7,926,008.00 $1,355,254.50 31/12/2025 $1,355,254.50 

University of 
Melbourne 

Victoria 

 

s21(1)(d) 

Carrying out of 
research that is 
directed towards 
achieving drought 
resilience 

The project aims to develop 
guidelines and tools, through 
extensive research activities, to help 
Australia's $16.3 billion horticulture 
industry and better manage drought 
conditions. It will establish tree 
survival signatures that indicate 
water stress levels impacting 
productivity and monitor orchards 
under different stress scenarios, for 
almonds, pears, and summerfruits. 

$7,859,275.00 $891,182.00 30/11/2025 $891,182.00 

Charles Sturt 
University 

New South Wales 

Victoria 

Tasmania 

 

s21(1)(d) 

Carrying out of 
research that is 
directed towards 
achieving drought 
resilience 

This project will build drought 
resilience in Australia's cooler 
viticulture and horticultural regions, 
in NSW and Tasmania with wine 
grapes, apple and cherry, addressing 
vulnerability to declining rainfall and 
rising water demand in systems with 
high rainfall dependence and limited 
irrigation. 

$7,937,062.00 $750,721.50 

 

31/10/2025 $750,721.50 
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Organisation Region(s) Legislative 
purpose 

Program description Total amount 
payable 

Total amount paid 

as at 31 December 

2025 

Payment date Payment amount 

Department of 
Primary 
Industries and 
Regional 
Development 

New South Wales 

Northern Territory 

Queensland 

s21(1)(d) 

Carrying out of 
research that is 
directed towards 
achieving drought 
resilience 

The project will exploit knowledge 
from core long-term experiments in 
New South Wales (NSW) and 
Queensland (QLD), alongside 25 on-
farm trials in NSW, QLD and Northern 
Territory in developing innovative 
farming practices combined with real-
time crop and soil monitoring to 
mitigate drought impact.  

Focused on cotton-growing regions. 

$7,979,970.00 $667,557.00 31/12/2025 $667,557.00 

Totals for Long-term Trial of Drought Resilient Farming Practices Grants Program Round 2 $39,680,949.00 $4,994,486.00  $4,994,486.00 
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