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General Products Export Reform Fact Sheet
The Australian Government is introducing a new regulatory framework for the export of a range of non-prescribed goods under the Export Control Act 2020. The reform is designed to strengthen export assurance, improve consistency across export commodities, and ensure Australia’s export system continues to meet importing country requirements. 
The new arrangements introduce regulatory controls for many goods that are currently defined as non-prescribed goods. These regulatory controls will better support government certification, traceability, compliance and market access, while minimising administrative burden. 
Goods that will become prescribed include:  	
Rendered products – including protein and bone meals, inedible tallow and spray-dried blood
Animal food – including pet food, stockfeed and feed additives (except minerals)
Skins and hides – including raw and preserved hides
Honeybee products – including honey, beeswax, royal jelly and propolis
Wool and wool grease – including greasy, scoured and carbonised wool, and wool grease
Feathers – including untreated feathers and feathers that have been cleaned/sterilised but not further processed
Pharmaceutical products – products of animal origin intended for the manufacture of medical products or veterinary medical products, such bovine pericardium
Animal blood products – animal blood products including plasma, antisera and foetal bovine serum
Food and beverages - broadly covering food and drinks, including ingredients, but excluding alcohol. This also includes edible products when not prescribed by other export control rules, such as edible tallow, duck eggs, or fish oil capsules.
Under the new framework, these goods will be known as general products. Who will be regulated? 
The new regulatory framework will apply to persons or entities involved in the export of general products prescribed under the proposed Export Control (General Products) Rules (General Products Rules). 
This includes persons or entities that: 
export general products
apply for government certificates
operate accredited properties (currently listed establishments)
are subject to government audit or verification activities.  
Regulatory requirements will only be applied to persons or entities where needed, depending on: 
the type of goods being exported
the importing country requirements
the export operations being conducted. 
What regulatory controls may apply? 
Depending on your export operations and relevant importing country requirements, you may need to: 
hold an export licence (mandatory for all exporters of prescribed general products)
obtain government certificates 
operate an accredited property
participate in government audits or verification activities. 
The department will publish detailed guidance explaining each regulatory control prior to implementation. 
Services that may attract cost recovery charges
The Australian Government Charging Policy requires the department to recover the efficient costs of providing regulatory services. 
Services that may attract cost recovery charges include: 
export licence applications, variations and renewals
accredited property applications, variations and renewals
government certificate applications
audits and verification activities
ongoing regulatory administration.
Cost recovery charges will only recover the efficient cost of delivering regulatory services. The department does not make a profit from cost recovered activities. 
A Regulatory Charging Statement (RCS) will outline the proposed charging model before implementation. Further information about the proposed cost recovery arrangements will be provided, and stakeholders will have the opportunity to provide feedback.
When will the changes commence?
The proposed General Products Rules are planned to come into effect on 1 July 2027, allowing applications to be submitted from that time. Requirements will then be introduced through a phased rollout.
Licence tranche 1 (November 2027):  Licences are required for exports of rendered products, animal food, and skins and hides.
Licence tranche 2 (April 2028): Licences are required for exports of honeybee products, wool and wool grease, feathers, pharmaceutical products, and animal blood products.  
Accredited properties (July 2028): Accredited properties are required (where specified) for all kinds of general products.
Licence tranche 3 (April 2029): Licences are required for exports of food and beverages. 
These dates are indicative and may change.
What do the changes mean for you? 
For many exporters, the new arrangements will make regulatory requirements clearer and create a more consistent export framework.  
Exporters and other persons or entities will need to understand which regulatory controls apply to their export activities, and how these will impact them. This may involve: 
becoming familiar with the new digital processes
registering for a TradeClear account (formerly Export Service) and link their business to it
applying for a general products export licence via the TradeClear account
reviewing their internal procedures to ensure ongoing compliance
paying cost recovery charges including fees for services provided by the department. 
The department is working to make regulatory processes simpler and more efficient by improving digital services and reducing unnecessary duplication wherever possible. 
What support will be available? 
To help persons and entities prepare, the department will provide: 
detailed guidance documents
process maps
frequently asked questions
webinars and information sessions
website content
ongoing stakeholder engagement
digital application forms
a dedicated TradeClear helpdesk to assist with information and get help. 
These resources will be released progressively, prior to implementation. 
Have Your Say – Proposed cost recovery arrangements
The department is committed to consulting with industry throughout the development of the cost recovery arrangements for general products. The department is currently developing the general products charging model.
The department will publish guidance material and undertake a Have Your Say consultation to seek stakeholder feedback on the proposed arrangements and the assumptions underpinning the charging model. Feedback received through the consultation will be considered as part of finalising the charging model and regulatory charging statement.. 
How to provide feedback
You can provide feedback by:
participating in the proposed cost recovery arrangements Have Your Say consultation
attending stakeholder webinars and information sessions
participating through industry representative organisations.
Where can I find more information? 
Visit the Export Assurance Reform for Non-Prescribed Goods webpage for the latest information and updates. 
Contact the Export Assurance Reform team at NPGReform@aff.gov.au. 
For queries relating to the TradeClear online portal, email tradeclear@aff.gov.au.  
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