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Purpose

This document explains the key changes to Halal certification under the NEXDOC system, including the
introduction of QR-coded certificates, the removal of blue security paper, and the transition to plain
paper certificates.

Q1: When will meat and meat products transition onto NEXDOC?
Monday 15 June 2026 will be the first day exporters will use NEXDOC to lodge their export documents.
Q2: Why is the Australian Government updating its export certification system?

The Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry is upgrading its certification system, ensuring it is
streamlined and adaptable to meet future needs. The new system is called the Next Export
Documentation (NEXDOC) System, and it includes enhanced certification features.

Q3: What changes are there to the certification?

The new certificates contain unique Quick Response (QR) codes. The QR codes provide consignment-
specific information that border officials can use to confirm the authenticity of a certificate in real-time.

This feature means that the blue security paper will no longer be required, and all NEXDOC issued
certificates will be issued on plain paper.

To verify the QR code, border officials scan the code through their smart phone camera. More detailed
instructions are included in the appendices.

There are no other changes to the format or wording of the certificates.
Q4: What do Approved Islamic Organisations need to do to prepare?

There is no change to halal certification operations for Approved Islamic Organisations (AlOs). The
lodgement, endorsement and signing procedures for halal certification will remain the same.
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There are minimal actions required. To ensure a smooth transition, Approved Islamic Organisations
should:

e Monitor transition dates: Keep an eye on official timelines and any key milestones announced by
the department in relation to NEXDOC transition.

e Subscribe to Meat notices: sign up for updates to stay informed about any transition
requirements on certification.

Q5: When will NEXDOC be implemented?

NEXDOC is being released incrementally by commodity. Currently Dairy, Eggs, Fish, Wool, Skins, Hides,
Other Goods, Inedible Meat and some Honey product certification is being issued through NEXDOC. The
next release into NEXDOC is Meat on Monday 15 June 2026.

Q6: Have importing countries been notified of the changes?

The department works closely with importing countries ahead of the release of NEXDOC certificates.
Depending on the structure of the release, this can include direct correspondence to the importing
countries including copies of the NEXDOC certificates as well as World Trade Organisation notifications.

The department is also working with importing countries on transition requirements for certification
issued in the previous system EXDOC. Advice on this will be issued via Meat notices - DAFF.

Q7: How can you help?

Despite the department’s best efforts, some border officials may not be aware of the transition to
NEXDOC certificates. You can assist by working with your importer to make them aware of the NEXDOC
certificates using points from this FAQ guide and the published Meat notices - DAFF.

Changes to certification are included in Appendix A.

The process for border officials verifying QR codes is included in Appendix B.
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https://subscribe.agriculture.gov.au/subscribe
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/export/controlled-goods/meat/elmer-3/notices
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/export/controlled-goods/meat/elmer-3/notices
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Appendix A — sample NEXDOC Halal Certificate

ORIGINAL
Cerrilicate number
= paa 1 fpan A Al sy AUODOOE14954
g (Aaasla! ARk e Al Balgd)
Australian Government (Certificate of Slaughter in accordance with Islamic rites)
Chriginal Bealih certificate nsmber Abatiokr | Works
AUDDDOS1A%4T K. TS AMEWD WOOL, SKINS & HIDES TEST ESTRSLISHHERT

FLEASE DO NOT AMEND
Ship | Yaoyage or alrline | Flighs
COMTI CHIVALRY/MASOLRSSEAFRIGHT/SK104

Port ! Adrport
AL DAMMAM

Age of aninals
LESE THAW 1 YERR

Marks Mo ami kind of peckages Deseripiios of mest Use by dlabe unntity
EHFEL1115:36 1 CARTOHE FROZEM LAHME LIVER 30-DEC-Z027 100000 oW
Slaughter Datas 1-MAR-Z025 TO Z-HAR-ZO25
| Inport Paymit MNafz) 123456 03-00T-2020

| Bszrebyy certify that the sloughter and production of the meat / mem products described herein has been camed out i accordance wigh | Goversment Seal
the Awsaralian Governmem Awmharised Halal Pragram and under the supervisios of an Approved [slansic Organisation

Dazed of Issue TTH DAY OF JANUARY ZOZE

Place of lssue BANDA BANDA, RUSTRALLA in the State of HEW SOUTH WALES

(o

Authorised CHficer Under the Export Costred Act for the Ausiraliss Goverssnent

The meat is derived from animals exansined by ame-naeciem (up 10 12 hours before sloughier) ssd pest-monens velensary inspectice, and found 1o be whelesome, free fram
disense and suitable in every way for beman consumption

The Islamic (rgasiation cenifies that the consignment of meat detaled above is Grom animals slaughtered by Muslim slaugh satharised by the
Chrgamisation, using & kmife snd aceording e lslamic rites. The meat of animals slaughiered is Halal and therefore suitahle for copsumption by Mislims is any pan
of the world. Adequase precsstions have heen akes to prevess mixing with soe-Halal mem.

A e ol iy o ales Gl 2l G e ) g e A0 o0k | gl B B 001 el a1 2 it kil
ot ool A e SR Sl Ty T b R el S gl g ) RS g ) iy s ey !
Aadl s i e gl LplaDlia) aiad Sctiall Agkalia il ] 43S a3l o5 iy allall sladl pian

Same of Approved blamsic Orgasisation Islamic Organisation Seal

Higmatare of Representative Date

EN2575 - D12
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Appendix B — Process for border officials verifying QR codes

Verifying certificates using the QR code

Step 1. Certificate presented at port and official wishes to validate
authenticity.

Step 2. Official can use smart phone camera to scan code.

Step 3. Important certificate information is displayed and can be
matched to document.

Step 4. The web address will confirm the certificate’s authenticity.

https://api.agriculture.gov.au/

THIS CERTIFICATE GENUINE?

This page is only genuine if the URL in the browser
address bar begins with:

AR g

au/.
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