
 

Prawn Review Update 10 - Review of the bio-security risks of 
prawns imported from all countries for human consumption - 

draft report   

 
Comments of EP (MP) Desk, Department of Commerce, 

Government of India  

 
 In view of import requirements stipulated for different kinds of 

prawn products imported into Australia (as in Annexure - I), it is stated 

that stringent conditions for import are restricting the shrimp export 
from India to Australia. As Australia is affected with WSSV outbreak and 

the virus is prevalent in Australia, the following conditions are proposed 

to be added to the new import regulation. These measures will be helpful 
to make available affordable, safe and cost effective imported shrimp to 

Australia. 

 
a) Australia may consider labelling of prawns in Head on / shell on raw 

frozen form imported for human consumption to avoid the bio-

security risks. The label can be "For human consumption only and 
not to be used as bait or feed for aquatic animals". This will avoid 

the bio-security risk due to imported prawn, even if they are 

sourced from countries / regions reported to have presence of 
WSSV. Consignment-wise pre-export and arrival sampling and 

testing for Viruses may exempt for such labelled products to make 

the exports to Australia more economical. However, they may 
continue to insist on the bio-security checks for live shrimps 

imported to Australia. 

 
b) Frozen raw prawns sourced from countries / regions reported to 

have presence of WSSV may be permitted to use for human 

consumption after its due  processing for cooking in a facility 
approved by the Australian authorities. 

 

c) As WSSV itself is not associated with any food safety issues in 

human beings, measures such as those referred above could 

resolve the trade issues related to bio-security and facilitating 
shrimp exports to Australian market. 
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