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1. Introduction 

The aim of this field key is to provide a practical tool for identifying trees and shrubs in the 
Jabiru area. It has been developed for the staff at eriss, the Ranger Uranium mine and in 
Kakadu National Park who need to know the local vegetation. However, it should also be 
useful to other residents and visitors in the area including teachers, students, special interest 
tour groups or anyone else with a natural history bent and an interest in plants. A formal 
botanical background is not required to be able to use the key. 

A feature of the key is that identification is achieved by using characters associated with 
leaves, bark, plant form and the habitat of each species. This approach is very different from 
traditional taxonomic keys where identification is highly dependent on characters [often 
microscopic] associated with flowers and fruit. While such keys work well for research 
taxonomists backed by extensive herbarium facilities, they are usually a major source of 
frustration to the rest of us, faced with the unfortunate reality that at anyone time only a small 
number of the species in an area will be flowering or fruiting. The case for developing this 
field key was further driven by my own conviction as a field botanist, that almost all trees and 
shrubs can be confidently identified either to species, or to a manageable group containing a 
small number of species, before needing to use floral characters. 

Finally I hope that this key, by providing a capacity to recognise the diversity of trees and 
shrubs in the Jabiru area, will also help to foster a greater appreciation of the richness of the 
plant-life throughout the rest of the Kakadu region. 

2. The.Jabiru Area 
... 

The Jabiru area is a triangular area of around 160 km2 bounded by the Ranger Uranium Mine 
to the east, the Kakadu National Park Bowali visitor centre to the west, and the Magela Creek 
crossing on the East Alligator Road to the north. The dominant plant communities throughout 
this area are lowland eucalypt woodlands and open forest. These are intersected by a network 
of seasonal streams supporting corridors of riparian woodland characterised by whitegums 
and paperbarks. 

One should be cautious about using this key outside the J abini area. If you do, restrict it to 
lowland woodland and forest, and lowland streambank vegetation types. Even so, be aware of 
the possibility that you could find yourself trying to identify species not included in this key. 
In these instances you may get a name but it wont be right. Hopefully the illustrations 
provided in the key will allow you to confirm each identification. The Jabiru area does not 
contain mangrove, monsoon forest or rocky sandstone habitats so this key should not be used 
in or around them. 

2 




































































































































































































	ir245.pdf
	IR 245
	Contents
	1 Introduction
	2 The Jabiru area
	3 Getting started

	ir245-key-to-groups



