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Adequacy ofRIS'sfor Detecting Change in Ecological Character 

3. Ecological Character Analysis: Baseline and Monitoring Infonnation 

3.1 Introduction 

The requirement of Article 3.2 of the Ramsar text, basically requests Contracting 

Parties to inform the Convention if the ecological character of a wetland on the List 

has changed, is changing, or is likely to change as a result of human interference. 

The second analysis described here explores the adequacy of the old RlS guidelines 

in displaying, and determining changes in ecological character. As no formal 

definition for ecological character and change in ecological character were provided 

in the original RIS guidelines, this analysis will utilize the definition presented in the 

Annex to Resolution C.6.1 of the Brisbane, Australia Conference in 1996. 

3.2 Methods 

3.2.1 Site selection 

As described in section 2.2.1. 

3.2.2 Matrices 

The analysis was achieved through the use of a series of two dimensional matrices, 

which identify the values, threats, monitoring and baseline data available in each of 

the twenty nine RIS's. 

This analysis consisted of two stages, utilizing four, two dimensional 

matrices. The first stage comprised two matrices, the first identifying the values and 

the second identifying the threats for each of the twenty nine RIS. This gives a basic 

understanding of the ecological character of the wetlands and of factors which might 

affect them. The second stage also comprised two matrices and explores whether 

baseline information or details of monitoring are provided for each of the threats and 

values listed in the first two matrices. This provides information on the ability of the 

RIS's to provide information from which change in ecological character can be 

determined. A more detailed account of each matrix is provided as follows: 
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