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[Video begins]
Custodial responsibilities in minimising pest contamination.
Leading international sea container industry associations and organisations developed guidelines for industry to help prevent pest contamination. Under these guidelines, each receiving custodian taking control of the container is responsible for checking that the container, and where feasible, any cargo on or in it is clean and free from visible pest contamination when they receive it.
It also recommends that only visibly pest-free containers should be accepted by the receiving custodian, unless other arrangements have been made with the container operator. The guideline explains the responsibilities of each custodian in the supply chain to prevent pest contamination. This includes checking containers and their cargoes and reporting any visible pests they see.
Container depots should check incoming empty containers for any structural issues, internal cleanliness and the absence of visible pest contamination both inside and outside the container.
When empty containers are dispatched, the depot should provide only clean and pest-free containers to the haulier, also known as truck or lorry driver. For empty containers arriving at or leaving a rail yard, the rail operator should check for obvious structural deficiencies and visible pest contamination on the exterior and interior of the container.
At the pack point, the shipper or the packer, on behalf of the shipper should check both the container and the cargo for cleanliness, visible pest contamination and suitability for packing. The shipper should contact the container operator and the responsible authority if pest contamination is found.
When a truck operator picks up a packed container from the pack point for transport to the terminal, they should check the container and seal numbers, inspect for any Obvious defects and verify there is no visible exterior pest contamination.
At the export terminal entry, the terminal should check the packed container and seal numbers, inspect for any major defects and visible exterior pest contamination. If any pests are found, the terminal should report them to the container operator and the responsible authority or follow local protocol to reject the container.
Similarly, for empty containers, export terminals should not accept them if they are not free from visible pest contamination. Once accepted, they should be kept free of visible contamination while waiting to be loaded onto a ship. Remember: Containers gated in clean, stay clean before loading onto a ship.
On the ship, the carrier should implement appropriate pest prevention measures. Regulatory requirements such as for the Flighted Spongy Moth Complex must be followed. The carrier should check the exterior of on-deck containers for eggs or insects and remove or destroy them as needed if it's safe and possible.
At the transshipment terminal, when unloading and loading packed containers from and to the ship, the terminal operator should check the container and seal numbers, checking for any obvious major defects and for the absence of visible exterior pest contamination. The terminal should report the presence of any pests to the container operator and responsible authority.
At the import terminal, when packed containers are unloaded from the ship, the terminal should check the container and seal numbers, check for any obvious major defects and visible exterior pest contamination.
They should report the presence of any pests to the container operator and responsible authority. For empty containers, the transshipment and import terminal should check they are free from visible contamination after discharge. While the empty containers are waiting to be released, they should be kept free of visible contamination.
When the truck operator picks up the packed container, they should check the container and seal numbers, check for any obvious major defects and any visible exterior pest contamination before transporting the container to the unpack location.
For empty containers, the truck operator should also check that the interior is clean and free of visible contamination. Any empty containers that are not clean or have visible contamination should be rejected and reported to the contracting party at the unpack location, the consignee or the unpacker of the container should check the container and seal numbers.
Inspecting for any obvious defects and check for the absence of visible pest contamination on both the exterior and interior of the container, as well as on the cargo being unpacked. The consignee should report any visible pest contamination to the responsible authority as required and take measures to prevent escape of live pests and further contamination before returning the empty container, the consignee, to meet their contractual obligations should check the containers accessible exterior and internal surfaces to see if they are free of visible pest contamination.
The consignee or the unpacker of the container is also responsible for making sure the container is completely free from any previous cargo residues, including any associated marks, placards or signs. All empty containers awaiting collection should be kept free of visible contamination. Remember, only accept containers that are visibly free of pest contamination. If you receive a contaminated container from the previous custodian, hold them accountable by either rejecting the container or coordinating with the container operator to manage the contamination. If this is not possible, remove the pest contamination before use. 
No one ships pests intentionally. If all parties involved in container movements check for pest contamination and take action if they are found, then the risks of pests spreading can be reduced. [Video ends]
[End of transcript.]
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