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Transcript
[Video begins]
More than 80% of goods traded globally are transported by sea, usually in containers. Sea containers are crucial to international trade, linking countries and economies. While these containers carry essential goods, they can also spread pest contamination.
The spread of pests and diseases can threaten ecosystems, agriculture, and food security. The economic impact of such contamination can be severe. Pests can delay shipments and increase costs through added regulatory requirements, cleaning and outbreak management. 
The term sea container refers to all containers, empty or packed, transported internationally by sea, road or rail. It, however, does not include the carrying vehicles and conveyances. 
Sea containers and their cargoes can carry and spread pest contamination, including visible forms of animals, insects or other invertebrates. Organic material of animal origin. Viable or non-viable plants or plant products. Other organic material. Soil or water. Keeping sea containers and their cargoes clean and free from pest contamination will reduce the risk of pests and diseases spreading globally.
Everyone involved in the movement of sea containers, in accordance with their roles and responsibilities in the supply chain, should keep the container and its cargo free from visible pest contamination while they are in their custody. Before any actions are taken, all safety protocols and operational limitations must be carefully evaluated through a full risk assessment, with appropriate safety management controls in place.
All applicable work, health and safety procedures and requirements, such as use of personal protective equipment should be considered. Visual examinations should only be conducted when it is safe to do so.
In 2024, the Commission on Phytosanitary Measures recommended a number of actions to minimise pest contamination. To help prevent pest contamination at sites where containers and their cargoes are handled and stored, they recommended two actions: 
storing containers in areas that are free from the risk of pest contamination, and
storing clean containers away from contaminated containers and cargo.
The accompanying videos provide guidance on custodial responsibilities, visual examinations, managing contamination and site hygiene measures.
We recommend watching these four videos to help you implement the required measures in accordance with your role and responsibilities in the supply chain.
Not all processes or activities suggested in these videos will apply to everyone. Choose the practices that are most relevant to your role and responsibilities, whether you are an industry participant or a government regulator.
These videos do not replace the specific pest contamination protocols or regulatory requirements of individual sea container operators or local authorities. If we all take responsibility for the cleanliness of containers and their cargoes, we're helping protect our environment, agriculture and economies.
Let's work together for a safer future.
[Video ends]
[End of transcript.]
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