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[Video begins]
This video offers guidance on managing container and cargo pest contamination, including removal and disposal methods. This guidance doesn't replace any specific pest treatment requirements of the destination country or regulatory requirements of individual sea container operators or local authorities.
Where chemical treatments are required, use a professional pest controller to ensure effective treatment and minimise safety risks. Treatment requirements of the destination country for specific pests must be considered. Your relevant local authority may provide guidance on treatment requirements of the destination country. 
All sea containers and their cargoes should be free of visible pest contamination. The following is advice on methods to remove and manage pest contamination found on containers and their cargoes. In many cases, physical removal methods are enough to manage pest contamination.
Useful physical methods of managing low-level contamination include manual removal, vacuuming and scraping. Manual removal involves picking out visible contamination such as leaves, twigs, or soil by hand, and is better for the areas of the container where debris is easily removed without additional tools. Vacuuming is effective for removing fine particles such as dust, seeds or dry organic matter without spreading them into the air. It works well on cracks in floorboards, corners, and along edges of container walls, where debris can gather. 
Scraping dislodges hardened or stubborn materials such as dried mud residues stuck to surfaces, especially on corner castings or other areas where it's difficult to remove. A useful physical method of managing high-level contamination includes high-pressure washing.  
It's useful for cleaning widespread pest contamination, such as soil and seeds on large surface areas such as container walls, doors, and floors, and it's effective for cleaning areas that are difficult to access, such as the undersides of containers where dirt and contaminants can accumulate.
Check local regulations before allowing wash water to drain away as it may need to be treated first to stop pests from being released into the environment. If chemical treatment is needed to manage pest contamination that can't be safely removed, several factors should be considered first.
Consider whether the container, the cargo, or both are contaminated. Determine what the pest is and whether chemical treatment will damage the goods. Chemical treatments may be necessary where physical removal or washing is not enough to remove the pest contamination, especially live pests. Pests are hidden in cracks, packaging materials, or inside the cargo itself. Pests are regulated and need chemical treatment to meet import requirements.
Infestations are severe or widespread where physical methods are not effective. Consult a local pest control professional to determine the most suitable treatment options. Your National Plant Protection Officer or other relevant authorities may have guidelines on the use and application of treatments.
In general, contamination found before loading onto a vessel can be removed on site without further action, unless the pests are alive and the contamination likely occurred on an international journey.
Any contamination removed from sea containers and cargo after vessel discharge should be securely contained, either by bagging appropriately or placing in an airtight receptacle. The procedure for bagging is to prevent leakage by double bagging the contaminant in zip-lock bags or containers.
Ensure the bags are large enough to enclose the contaminant without any damage. Dispose of pest contaminants correctly with deep burial or incineration to prevent spread and ensure the safety of the environment and public health. Professional waste management services may be used to assist with the correct disposal method.
Act quickly to treat insect eggs as soon as they are detected to stop larvae from escaping. One method is to spray the insect eggs with a commercial insecticide that targets emerging pests, then remove all visible eggs with scraping, or if they can't be completely removed, treat all of the affected goods.
Notify the shipper or carrier if goods are found to be contaminated. Moths found in a container or cargo before vessel loading should be physically removed. If they are found after vessel discharge, apply a knockdown spray to prevent them from flying away before removal. Afterwards, physical removal can be carried out.
Larval skins, wings, or beetle casings on the floorboards of containers are signs of stored grain pests such as khapra beetle. Khapra beetles are notorious for hiding in concealed areas such as beneath floorboards or inside cracks. It is crucial to treat the container, and, if already packed, the cargo inside appropriately. Flying insects are managed depending on their numbers, location and when they’re discovered. If they are found in or on a container before vessel loading, physical removal is recommended. If they are discovered after a container has been unloaded from a vessel, use a knockdown spray to subdue them before attempting physical removal. This process should be followed for both individual insects and nests. If they cannot be removed physically, or if they are in large numbers, chemical treatment may be required.
Don't disturb or remove a bee swarm as it could provoke aggression. Instead, immediately contact a local professional pest control service. For small numbers of ants with no visible nest, a knockdown spray can be used before physically removing them. If they are found in larger numbers or an ant nest is found, contact a professional pest controller to manage the contamination. 
Manually collect snails found in small numbers, but if they are found in large numbers or it's not possible to thoroughly examine a container after detecting multiple snails, treatment may be needed.
Soil, plant and animal material can be physically removed but may need high pressure washing to manage high levels of widespread contamination. Additional treatments may be required if there's an animal health risk such as animal parts, faeces or blood. Seek advice from the relevant local authority on management of animal health risks.
All parties within the supply chain are responsible for taking appropriate measures to contain and manage pest contamination when it is detected. By taking these actions, we help protect agricultural industries, maintain market access and reduce the risk of spreading harmful pests to new areas.
[Video ends]
[End of transcript.]
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