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Transcript
[Video begins]
This video will outline best practices for implementing site hygiene to minimise pest contamination at seaports, packing and unpacking sites, container depots. This guidance on site hygiene measures doesn't replace specific pest contamination protocols or regulatory requirements of individual sea container operators or local authorities. To help prevent contamination of containers and their cargoes at these sites, implementing site hygiene measures is essential.
Each site should assess its own circumstances and implement measures that best mitigate pest contamination risks. Sites that handle only individual sea containers can focus on the most practical measures, whereas larger sites such as seaports, container depots, and packing and unpacking operations dealing with multiple containers may be able to implement a more comprehensive hygiene strategy.
Sea container handling and storage facilities and operations can pose safety hazards. All safety protocols and operational limitations must be carefully evaluated through a full risk assessment, with appropriate safety management controls in place. 
Each year, millions of sea containers are transported around the globe. Container handling and storage sites, including seaports, container depots, rail yards, packing and unpacking sites, inland ports and intermodal terminals all play a critical role in the efficient flow of goods in the supply chain.
Some areas are often close to diverse ecosystems and are ideal habitats for pests. If areas where containers and their cargoes are handled and stored aren't managed well, they can become breeding areas for pests like rodents, snails and ants.
Both packed and empty sea containers can be contaminated or re-contaminated at various points in the supply chain, including at these sites. Seaports often have large container handling and storage areas, which can be ideal breeding grounds for pests, especially if there's vegetation and waste such as dunnage or cargo residue around.
If pests arrive with shipments, they can make a port their home, contaminate clean containers and spread to new locations. If areas where containers are loaded, unloaded, and stored are not fully sealed, pests from contaminated containers can become established in cracks in the ground and contaminate clean containers.
Loose ground surface can also result in soil contamination of the underside and bottom edges of the 
container. Containers are packed or unpacked in many different places, such as manufacturing sites, warehouses, or the premises of importers and exporters. Some of these locations are near farms or in rural areas, where conditions are ideal for pests to spread and establish.
The majority of pest contamination associated with the interiors of sea containers and cargo is most likely to occur at packing and unpacking sites. Contamination of containers and cargo at these sites can occur for several reasons. Sometimes pests are already inside or outside empty containers before packing. Containers and cargo might be kept in places where pests live, like on the ground or in or near infested areas. They could be stored near other containers or cargo with pests.
Also, containers can be packed with goods that already have pests. Container depots play a crucial role in container shipping logistics by managing the repositioning, cleaning and repairs of empty sea containers, whether they are exported empty or forwarded to inland packing locations.
Pest contamination inside or on the outside of repositioned empty containers can spread to the local environment and nearby containers. Local pests can also cause contamination. Storing containers on soil or similar surfaces can lead to pest contamination attaching to the underside of the containers.
Measures that can be done to minimise pest contamination risks at seaports packing and unpacking sites and container depots include store sea containers and their cargoes in an area that has an impervious concrete or asphalt floor in good condition and free of significant cracking that can allow for pests and weeds to establish.
Alternative materials like gravel can be used provided it is properly compacted to prevent cracking and water infiltration. Avoid storing cargo in open or outdoor areas and keep container doors closed while not in use. Secure all waste, spills and contaminants and dispose of appropriately. Regularly monitor the site for pests and weeds, including sea container handling and storage areas and site boundaries. Use baits, traps, or chemical treatments to manage rodents, molluscs, ants, and other pests. Maintain a vegetation-free buffer area or physical barrier between site boundaries and neighbouring vegetation. Carry out mowing, pruning and weed spraying to manage vegetation.
These measures can also be applied at other sites such as inland ports and intermodal terminals. Store contaminated containers and cargo in a separate area until pest contamination is managed. Additionally, at seaports, if possible, stack international and domestic containers separately to prevent cross-contamination.
Additionally, at packing and unpacking sites, avoid storing cargo in open or outdoor areas and keep container doors closed while not in use. Ensure that equipment such as forklifts are clean and free of soil or debris to prevent contamination inside containers when packing and unpacking. Reduce attraction of pests by minimizing use of artificial lighting where possible. Avoid packing and unpacking under bright lights as they attract insects that can infest goods and the container.
Preventing contamination and recontamination of sea containers and their cargoes is an ongoing responsibility that should be integrated into every aspect of container handling and storage operations. Efforts to visually examine and remove contamination by relevant parties in the supply chain can be compromised if clean containers are re-contaminated prior to reaching their destination country.
Seaports, container depots and packing/unpacking facilities have important responsibilities for taking  steps to reduce the risks of pest contamination.
By implementing and maintaining site hygiene measures and fostering a culture of accountability, these facilities can contribute to reducing pest contamination risks. Together, we can protect our environment, economy and communities from the risks of pest contamination.
For more information, contact your National Plant Protection Organisation or a qualified local pest 
controller. 
[Video ends]
[End of transcript.]
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