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[Video begins]
This video provides guidance on various aspects of container and cargo visual examinations, including internal and external surfaces of sea containers and cargo checks. The information in this video is not intended to replace specific pest contamination protocols, industry cleaning guidelines and operational procedures, or regulatory requirements of sea container operators or local authorities.
Not all procedures may be relevant to every individual or role in the supply chain. Everyone involved in the container supply chain has a responsibility to make sure that the container and its cargo is free of any visible pest contamination. 
Maintaining pest-free international trade of sea containers is critical to a strong agricultural industry, protecting the environment and preserving ecosystems. But the increasing number of sea containers and their cargoes moving globally means there's a greater risk of pest contamination spreading between countries.
Containers and their cargoes found to be contaminated with live pests should not be loaded or forwarded for loading onto any carrier, sea, road or rail unless all visible pest contamination has been completely removed.
So, whether you're involved in packing and unpacking, storage, transport or cargo delivery to its destination, all personnel should be on the lookout for visible pest contamination and take appropriate actions, which may include removing the contamination or reporting it to the relevant commercial contact or authority.
Do not remove or tamper with sea container seals to check for pest contamination, unless authorised by the competent authority. 
When undertaking a visual examination, some of the tools required may include a mirror, scraper and torch. Look for pests and contamination such as insects and snails, animals and animal material, soil, plant material including seeds. Pay close attention for signs of pests such as insect larvae or eggs, as they're difficult to detect. Other signs of pest contamination may include timber with frass, insect body parts, and insect damaged materials.
To ensure clear visibility of the container’s external surfaces, where possible, checks should be done 
with the container positioned on a secure and appropriate platform to ensure good visibility of all external surfaces.
Forklifts should be disengaged before checks can begin, and a safe distance from the container. Check external side walls, forklift pockets, twist-to-lock holes of corner fittings, side rails, doors and vents.
Most contamination is found underneath containers. Where safe and practical, check undersides with the container placed on a stand or skeletal trailer. When checking undersides, pay special attention to crossmembers as they provide hiding spots for pests like snails and collect soil and plant material.
Where safe and practical, check the top of the container twist-lock holes of corner castings. For tank containers, check the top side wells where water and debris can collect. Flat racks should be checked with the ends unfolded and locked into place. 
For refrigerated or reefer containers, make sure to check ventilation inlet grilles and to the machinery compartment. Pay special attention to the cable tray and remove cables to make it easier to see. 
Empty containers should be securely positioned, such as on the ground or on a suitable platform before being checked internally. Always stand clear from the container when the doors are opened, unless your organisation has specific protocols in place. This helps protect you from any hazardous gases that may have built up inside.
Use a torch to thoroughly check any cracks and crevices where pests can hide. Check internal walls and roof, floorboards, including joints, gaps and holes. Check the door and door seals behind rubber folds and vents. 
Grains, insects and their eggs and larvae can be found in door seals, floor joints and gaps. Yellowish skins on the floor and on rubber door seals may be an indication of khapra beetle. For refrigerated or reefer containers, make sure to check floor drain holes. This guidance for checking cargo is not intended to replace the importing country-specific inspection requirements for regulated goods such as plants, plant products, animals, or animal products.
Always stand clear from the container when the doors are opened, unless your organisation has specific protocols in place. This helps protect you from potential cargo spills or any hazardous gases that may have built up inside.
Check your cargo and packaging, including cartons and plastic liners, for signs of pest contamination. When checking machinery and tools, especially if they're stored outside, pay close attention to any large chambers and spaces. These areas are prime spots for pests such as brown marmorated stink bug seeking a safe hiding place.
With millions of sea containers moving annually, even a small number of contaminated ones can spread pests and diseases. Everyone in the supply chain must meet their custodial responsibilities while containers and their cargoes are under their control.
If we all play our part, we can help protect agriculture and the environment from invasive species spreading to new locations.
[Video ends]
[End of transcript.]
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