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Stewart Lowden 
National Veterinary Technical Manager 
07 3246 9002 
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 Managers, export meat establishments 
 State/territory regulatory authorities 
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 Other: Please specify category 

1. Purpose 

Export legislation requires the transfer of meat and meat product between establishments to be 
accompanied by a Meat Transfer Certificate (MTC), which can be either manual or electronic. This Meat 
Notice outlines the requirements for electronic systems that can produce electronic MTC (eMTC). 

2. Scope 

This notice applies to all export registered establishments that want to utilise electronically generated 
Meat Transfer Certificates (eMTC).  

Use of the eMTC is voluntary. 

3.  Definitions  

The following table defines terms used in this notice. 

Term Definition 

Approved 
Arrangement (AA) 

An arrangement approved by the department under the Export Control 
legislation. 

Approved Islamic 
Organisation (AIO) 

An organisation approved by the Secretary or delegate in accordance 
with the requirements detailed in the Export Control Act and 
subordinate legislation for the purposes of supervising the production 
and certification of halal meat for export. 



 

 

Term Definition 

Area Technical 
Manager (ATM) 

A departmental officer with veterinary qualifications who has 
responsibility for the supervision, technical performance, assessment 
and verification of technical standards and operations in a defined 
group of export meat establishments within a geographic area in a 
state or states. 

Electronic Meat 
Transfer Certificate 
(eMTC) 

Electronic version of a Meat Transfer Certificate. 

GS1 
International organisation that develops and maintains standards for 
supply and demand chains across multiple sectors. 

Meat Transfer 
Certificate (MTC) 

Means a meat transfer certificate which is the form approved by the 
secretary for use when export eligible meat and meat products are 
transferred between export registered establishments (Export Control 
(Meat and Meat Products) Rules, Section 5-38). This form may be 
electronic. 

4. Background  

The department recognises the benefit to industry both in terms of improved efficiency and integrity that 
an integrated, digital approach brings to the export supply chain. In recognition of these benefits, this 
notice articulates the requirements to enable industry to operate digitised MTC processes. 

The department’s eCert system (EXDOC/NEXDOC) follows the UN/EDIFACT (United Nation’s standard for 
Electronic Data Interchange for Administration, Commerce and Transport).  Therefore, eMTC should also 
follow these rules. 

5. Systems 

5.1 eMTC content 

Registered meat establishments wishing to use eMTC must amend their Approved Arrangement (AA) to 
incorporate the use of an eMTC system. This is a significant amendment and must be approved by the 
department prior to implementation. 

The department will approve changes to AA for systems that meet the following criteria: 

• The message must be able to be viewed (on screen or as a paper representation) by the 
department in a format similar to the existing paper MTC and contain all the information currently 
required (see Attachment A). 

• The message structure and segments must follow the UN/EDIFACT standard and in particular the 
“EANCOM 2002 Syntax 3 (subset of UN/EDIFACT D.01B) despatch advice message and receiving 
message”. For further information on the UN/EDIFACT standard contact GS1 Australia. 

• The message carries the information required by the Export Control Act 2020 and subordinate 
legislation, being: 

▪ Export Control (Meat and Meat Products) Rules, (5-38),  

▪ Export Control (Poultry Meat and Poultry Meat Products) Rules, (5-31),  

▪ Export Control (Wild Game Meat and Wild Game Meat Products) Rules, (5-28) 



 

 

▪ Export Control (Rabbit and Ratite Meat and Rabbit and Ratite Meat Products) Rules 
(5-38) 

Information and declarations relating to transferred prescribed meat or meat products - 
subsection 1, being: 

(1) If a consignment of prescribed meat or meat products is transferred from a registered establishment (the 
transferring establishment) to another registered establishment (the receiving establishment), the following 
information and declarations must be given to the occupier of the receiving establishment:  
(a) a full description of the meat or meat products;  
(b) information about storage conditions (that is, whether the meat or meat products are chilled, frozen or shelf-

stable);  
(c) the name, address and registration number of the transferring establishment;  
(d) the date or dates when operations to prepare the meat or meat products (other than storing, handling or 

loading) were last carried out before the transfer;  
(e) the quantity of meat or meat products in the consignment;  
(f) if the meat or meat products are in packages—the number and kind of packages; 
(g) the identification of the conveyance used to transport the meat or meat products;  
(h) a description of any means of security applied to the meat or meat products;  
(i) the name, address and registration number of the receiving establishment;  
(j) if operations to prepare the meat or meat products were carried out to meet importing country requirements 

of one or more countries—the name of each country;  
(k) a declaration stating that, at the date the declaration is made:  

(i) the prescribed export conditions, and any other conditions that apply in relation to the meat or meat 
products under the Act, have been complied with; and  

(ii) importing country requirements relating to the meat or meat products are met;  
(l) a declaration stating that all of the information given in relation to the consignment is true and complete.  

• The approved eMTC message format is to include the additional segments for recording: 

▪ the date(s) of slaughter as well as the slaughter establishment registration number. 

▪ the Approved Islamic Organisation (AIO) that performed halal. 

▪ market eligibility details.   
 

• The eMTC system can be integrated into the plants existing computerised warehouse management 
system or can operate as a stand-alone system that users access remotely (i.e. web portal): 

5.2 eMTC Distribution 

• The eMTC message must be uploaded and stored in a repository (e.g. web portal) when the load is 
assembled and despatched. 

• The message must be able to be downloaded by the receiving plant. 

• The message must be available in a form which can be viewed by the department on request. 

5.3 eMTC Receipt 

• To reconcile the product transfer, the receiving establishment must endorse that the load has been 
received either satisfactorily or unsatisfactorily and a receipt message in the approved eMTC 
message format uploaded to the message repository. 

5.4 eMTC – transfers between establishments 

• If both sending and receiving establishment have integrated eMTC into their warehouse 
management systems, the process of sending and receiving can be linked to existing business 
practices (i.e. automated). 



 

 

• Where an establishment is using eMTC and wants to send product to an establishment that is not 
using eMTC then the following options are available to them. 

▪ Use current paper MTC form or printed eMTC (Attachment A) and upload the eMTC 
message to the portal and self-receipt once the paper duplicate is returned: or  

▪ Use eMTC - the receiving establishment has access to the message repository (web portal). 
i. When the eMTC is sent to the repository an email alert is sent to the receiving 

establishment informing them that an eMTC is waiting 

ii. The receiving establishment must be able to access the repository using a registered 
user id and password and be able to record the receipt/reconciliation within the 
repository. 

• Where a consignment is from an eMTC non-enabled establishment to an eMTC enabled 
establishment, the sending establishment can: 

▪ Use current paper MTC; or 
▪ The sending establishment accesses the repository using a registered user id and password 

and create from the MTC, an eMTC record. 

5.5 eMTC – EU eligible loads 

• MICOR requires that “Departmental officers must countersign MTCs for EU eligible product." 

• The process for notifying the OPV/FSMA of the EU eligible load remains the same 

• For eMTC the following options will apply for EU loads: 
▪ Print the summary for each EU load with a declaration that it complies with EU 

requirements and provide it to the OPV for signature. OPV to sign if the OPV is satisfied that 
the load complies with EU requirements. The original, signed summary, accompanies the 
load and is filed at the receiving plant, and a copy held by the OPV at the sending plant, or 

▪ For plants that send loads continually to an associated cold store for sorting and storage, 
print a summary at the end of each working day of what was sent for the day, with a 
declaration that the loads comply with EU requirements and provide it to the OPV. OPV to 
sign it if satisfied that the loads comply with EU requirements. The original, signed summary 
accompanies the final load of the day, or the first load of the next consignment to that 
associated cold store, and is filed at the receiving plant, and a copy held by the OPV at the 
sending plant.  

▪ The printed summary declaration to read: “I as an officer of the Department of Agriculture, 
Water and Environment have reviewed the documentation and supporting information for 
this load, and declare that the goods meet the Export Control Act and the requirements of 
the European Union.” 

▪ In both cases the summary must reference the eMTC message(s) that it applies to  
▪ Note: The department has access to the detailed information about those EU eligible 

loads within the web portal which can be reconciled on a carton-by-carton basis. 

5.6 Mixed systems 

• It is acceptable to use a mix of eMTC and paper MTC system to allow for the transfer of product 
between plants of various eMTC capabilities. 

• It would also be advisable to leave paper MTCs with the AA as a contingency 

6. Testing before endorsement of amended Approved Arrangements  

An establishment must operate their eMTC system in what is considered a “Test” mode for sufficient time 
and volume of transfers to provided evidence that the establishment’s eMTC system and the presented 
amended AA meets the requirements of this notice.  Once the department approves the amendments 
eMTC can operate in “production”. 



 

 

7. Responsibilities 

7.1 Establishment Management of sending and/or receiving plants must: 

i. Amend their AA to include the use of their implemented eMTC system to meet the requirement in 
this notice if they wish to utilise eMTC, or where there is a change to their meat transfer process.   

ii. Complete and submit an EX26b to seek approval of this significant amendment / addition to the AA. 

iii. Ensure that their AA details how they will achieve and document the agreed format of meat transfer 
documentation between specific establishments i.e. eMTC users to non-eMTC users and vice versa. 

iv. Conduct initial testing of their eMTC system by uploading test eMTC messages to ensure the system is 
fully functional and provide sufficient evidence for appraisal at the same time as their AA amendment 
application. 

v. Only use the eMTC system in production mode once written approval is received. 

7.2 Departmental OPV/FSA will: 

i. Provide establishment management with a copy of this meat notice as soon as possible. 

ii. Once approved, verify the functioning of the amended AA in accordance with the Meat 
Establishment Verification System. 

7.3 Area Technical Manager (or Field Operations Manager for Tier 1 establishments) will: 

i. Review and approve AA amendments if appropriate, along with the ‘test’ eMTC evidence. 

ii. Verify through audits that the occupier is complying with this meat notice. 

7.4 Audit Assurance Group will: 

i. Review and approve AA amendments if appropriate, along with the ‘test’ eMTCs. 

ii. Verify through audits that the occupier is complying with this meat notice.  

7.5 State Regulatory Authority (Tier 1 establishments) will: 

i. Verify through audits that the occupier is complying with this meat notice.  

8. Electronic platforms supporting eMTC 

• Establishments may choose or develop an eMTC system that meets the above mentioned eMTC 
criteria. 

• It is noted that industry has developed the "Meat Messaging" system as an online tool for the 
creation, sending, receiving, attestation statements and compliance declaration of meat products 
(carton, carcases, carcase portions, pallets, bulk packs and containers) GS1 EANCOM messages. The 
MeatMessgaging.com portal is a program reporting to the Australian Meat Industry Language and 
Standards Committee and is administered by AUS-MEAT Limited. 

• References to key data and information about eMTC messaging standards can be found at: 

Meat Messaging is based on EANCOM (UN/EDFACT) standard: 
https://www.meatmessaging.info/docs/desadv_2014.pdf to comply with global trade and 
regulatory requirements. 

XML format: https://www.meatmessaging.info/xml_email_format.asp  

JSON: https://www.meatmessaging.info/json_api_format.asp  



 

 

Meat Messaging documentation: www.meatmessaging.info/docs   

 

Adam Balcerak 
Director Export Meat Program 



 

 

Attachment – Example eMTC – Senders copy 

 

 Description of Consignment 

Page 1 of 2 

Senders Copy 

MEAT Transfer Certificate 
SSCC 993487310070933932 

Date 20181210 

S/L S/L Dates Product Number and Kinds of Packages Identification Market Product Test Production Production 
Est's Description or Carcases Marks for Specific Eligibility Endorse Status Est's Dates 

Markets Code* Code* Code* 
AAAA 20180718-20180718 BULK 30 CARTONS 816.0000 KGM AAA070933932 0 AAAA 20180719-20180719 
AAAA 20180718-20180718 BULK 30 CARTONS 816.0000 KGM AAA070933932 0 AAAA 20180719-20180719 
AAAA 20180718-20180718 BULK 30 CARTONS 816.0000 KGM AAA070933932 0 AAAA 20180719-20180719 
AAAA 20180718-20180718 BULK 30 CARTONS 816.0000 KGM AAA070933932 0 AAAA 20180719-20180719 
AAAA 20180718-20180718 BULK 30 CARTONS 816.0000 KGM AAA070933932 0 AAAA 20180719-20180719 
AAAA 20180718-20180718 BULK 30 CARTONS 816.0000 KGM AAA070933932 0 AAAA 20180719-20180719 
AAAA 20180718-20180718 BULK 30 CARTONS 816.0000 KGM AAA070933932 0 AAAA 20180719-20180719 
AAAA 20180718-20180718 BULK 30 CARTONS 816.0000 KGM AAA070933932 0 AAAA 20180719-20180719 
AAAA 20180718-20180718 BULK 30 CARTONS 816.0000 KGM AAA070933932 0 AAAA 20180719-20180719 
AAAA 20180718-20180718 BULK 30 CARTONS 816.0000 KGM AAA070933932 0 AAAA 20180719-20180719 
AAAA 20180718-20180718 BULK 30 CARTONS 816.0000 KGM AAA070933932 0 AAAA 20180719-20180719 
AAAA 20180718-20180718 BULK 30 CARTONS 816.0000 KGM AAA070933932 0 AAAA 20180719-20180719 
AAAA 20180718-20180718 BULK 30 CARTONS 816.0000 KGM AAA070933932 0 AAAA 20180719-20180719 
AAAA 20180718-20180718 BULK 30 CARTONS 816.0000 KGM AAA070933932 0 AAAA 20180719-20180719 
AAAA 20180718-20180718 BULK 30 CARTONS 816.0000 KGM AAA070933932 0 AAAA 20180719-20180719 
AAAA 20180718-20180718 BULK 30 CARTONS 816.0000 KGM AAA070933932 0 AAAA 20180719-20180719 
AAAA 20180718-20180718 BULK 30 CARTONS 816.0000 KGM AAA070933932 0 AAAA 20180719-20180719 
AAAA 20180718-20180718 BULK 30 CARTONS 816.0000 KGM AAA070933932 0 AAAA 20180719-20180719 
AAAA 20180718-20180718 BULK 30 CARTONS 816.0000 KGM AAA070933932 0 AAAA 20180719-20180719 
AAAA 20180718-20180718 BULK 30 CARTONS 816.0000 KGM AAA070933932 0 AAAA 20180719-20180719 

These products are eligible for export to the following countries Brazil(*), Canada, UAE (**)(***), Indonesia(*)(**), Japan, Mexico(****), Papua New Guinea, Republic of 
Korea (***), South Africa, Taiwan, USA and New Zealand. ELIGIBILTY MAT BE SUBJECT TO FURTHER LABELLING: (*) Dual Language Labels (**) Halal Identification 
(***) Expiry Dates (****) Dual Labels Approved Islamic Organisation name HGP Free 

Journey Details * Code List available at: www.meatmessaging.com   
Consigned From (name and full street address of Est.) 

Really Good Meats Company Pty Ltd  

1 Slaughter Road, 

Consigned To (name and full street address of Est.) 

Meat Importing Company  

1111 Import Road 

SLAUGHTERVILLE, 9999, QLD Importville, 06584, NJ  

Phone Est No.   Est No. 

  AAAA   I9999 

Estimated Time of Vehicle Departure Estimated Travelling Time 
 

Transport Company Name 

20181210 20190205 Really Good Transport Co. 

Vehicle and Trailer Numbers 

CAP CLEVELAND 

Authorised Signatory Declaration 
I as the authorised signatory declare that the information provided above is true and correct and that the goods specified have been produced, stored and transported in 
accordance with orders made under the Export Control Act. 

This load was subjected to a detailed inspection: The seal numbers applied are: ,ABC123456,99889988 

57187708 Joe Smith info@meatmessaging.com  

Electronic Signature of Signatory Printed Name Email of Authorised Company Official 

Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment Counter Signatory 
I as an officer of the department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment have reviewed the above information and supporting documentation and declared that the goods 
meet the Export Control Act and the requirements of the EU (European Union). 

Electronic Signature of Signatory Printed Name Position Number Email of Authorised Company Official 

Attestation of Receiving Official 
I certify that the product specified above was 

Received at: hours on in a satisfactory/unsatisfactory condition. 

The load was subjected to detailed inspection: Yes / No* 

Signature of Receiving Official Printed Name Date 

* Delete whichever is inapplicable 



 

 

 

Page 2 of 2 

Senders Copy 

MEAT Transfer Certificate 
SSCC 993487310070933932 

  Date 20181210 

Description of Consignment 
S/L S/L Dates Product Number and Kinds of Packages Identification Market Product Test Production Production 
Est's Description or Carcases Marks for Specific Eligibility Endorse Status Est's Dates 
Markets Code* Code* Code* 

AAAA 20180718-20180718 BULK 30 CARTONS 816.0000 KGM AAA070933932 0 AAAA 20180719-20180719 

AAAA 20180718-20180718 BULK 30 CARTONS 816.0000 KGM AAA070933932 0 AAAA 20180719-20180719 

AAAA 20180718-20180718 BULK 20 CARTONS 544.0000 KGM AAA070933932 0 AAAA 20180719-20180719 

AAAA 20180718-20180718 BULK 20 CARTONS 544.0000 KGM AAA070933932 0 AAAA 20180719-20180719 

These products are eligible for export to the following countries Brazil(*), Canada, UAE (**)(***), Indonesia(*)(**), Japan, Mexico(****), Papua New Guinea, Republic of 
Korea(***), South Africa, Taiwan, USA and New Zealand. ELIGIBILTY MAT BE SUBJECT TO FURTHER LABELLING: (*) Dual Language Labels (**) Halal Identification 
(***) Expiry Dates (****) Dual Labels Approved Islamic Organisation name HGP Free 

Journey Details * Code List available at: www.meatmessaging.com  

Consigned From (name and full street address of Est.) 

Really Good Meats Company Pty Ltd  

1 Slaughter Road, 

SLAUGHTERVILLE, 9999, QLD 

Consigned To (name and full street address of Est.) 

Meat Importing Company  

1111 Import Road 

Importville, 06584, NJ 

  

Phone Est No. 

AAAA 

Est No. 

I9999 

Estimated Time of Vehicle Departure 

20181210 

Estimated Travelling Time 

20190205 

Transport Company Name 

Really Good Transport Co. 

Vehicle and Trailer Numbers 

CAP CLEVELAND 

Authorised Signatory Declaration 

I as the authorised signatory declare that the information provided above is true and correct and that the goods specified have been produced, stored and transported in 
accordance with orders made under the Export Control Act. 

This load was subjected to a detailed inspection: The seal numbers applied are: ,ABC123456,99889988 

57187708 Joe Smith info@meatmessaging.com  

Electronic Signature of Signatory Printed Name Email of Authorised Company Official 

Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment Counter Signatory 
I as an officer of the department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment have reviewed the above information and supporting documentation and declared that the 
goods meet the Export Control Act and the requirements of the EU (European Union). 

Electronic Signature of Signatory Printed Name Position Number Email of Authorised Company Official 

Attestation of Receiving Official 
I certify that the product specified above was 

Received at: hours on in a satisfactory/unsatisfactory condition. 

The load was subjected to detailed inspection: Yes / No* 

Signature of Receiving Official Printed Name Date 

* Delete whichever is inapplicable 



 

 

 


