

Video transcript: Meet the 2024 Nuffield Drought Resilience Scholars

Video duration 3 mins 58 secs 

Introduction

This is the transcript of a video interview with the 5 Nuffield Drought Resilience Scholars, whose scholarships are funded by the Australian Government’s Future Drought Fund.

[Recording begins]

Claudia Benn [00:06]

My name is Claudia Benn, and I'm from Arcadia Valley in central Queensland. Myself, my partner and my parents all work together and we produce organic grass-fed beef. 

Natalie Schlitz [00:16]

My name is Natalie Schlitz, and I'm from Kerang in northwest Victoria, where I farm with my husband and his family. 

Ben Poschelk [00:22]

My name is Ben Poschelk, and I have a cattle property in Glen Innes in New South Wales. 

Caitlin Herbert [00:27]

My name is Caitlin Herbert, and I am a 6th generation farmer from central West New South Wales in a small town called Eugowra. 

Michael Taylor [00:34]

I'm Michael Taylor. I'm a grazier and agroforester from northern New South Wales, just near Armidale. 

Natalie Schlitz [00:44]

The main reason I applied for a Nuffield scholarship was because I wanted to challenge myself beyond my backyard. So, the opportunity to experience new things in a new place internationally was really attractive. And to bring those learnings home to share with others was a very special opportunity. 

Caitlin Herbert [01:05]

Our business revolves around preparedness and contingency planning, and I'm hoping to travel the world and bring back learnings from other agricultural businesses into our own and the wider Australian farming community.

Michael Taylor [01:21]

I've seen three droughts now including the 2019 drought, which was probably the worst on my family's record. And to see the impact that our trees had not on only on our business, but also on the surrounding farms, convinced me that I needed to do more on learning about the barriers that are stopping other farmers in grazing and cropping areas as well from integrating more agroforestry practices.

Caitlin Herbert [01:53]

Drought is a society wide problem, and continuous learning and research into this space ensures not only resilience during the enduring phase of a drought, but also the preparedness prior to it and the recovery after it.

Claudia Benn [02:12]

The part of my Nuffield journey that I'm most excited about is probably all of the unexpected things, the things I don't know that are coming yet. And I've already learnt just from a few short travels so far that every person you meet can be like a domino effect and open up doors you didn't even realise were there. And so I'm looking forward to the things that I don't know that are coming and how my topic will evolve and all the things I'll learn about drought resilience that I don't even know that I don't know yet!

Ben Poschelk [02:43]

The part of my Nuffield journey that I'm most excited about is probably two parts, and that is the networking. Already being connected with so many primary producers around New South Wales and Queensland and Australia is truly phenomenal. And all of those candidates and recipients of scholarships are so curious in meeting and networking, but also in learning. And that's the other part, the opportunity to learn from so many, and learn from people and primary producers abroad overseas. And that opportunity to travel and learn, is truly a very, very fortunate opportunity.

Claudia Benn [03:28]

Look into the drought resilience. So, the Future Drought Fund are providing an amazing opportunity to fund scholars, and it's a great option. It's such an important area. And if you're at all interested in that, give the Drought Fund scholarship a go. 

Natalie Schlitz [03:43]

Drought resilience runs deeper than just drought. We face climate variability nationwide, and by exploring these challenges, it may just be your best journey yet.

[Recording ends]

