					
Plant Health Committee Communiqué—PHC60

The Plant Health Committee (PHC, the Committee) held its 60th meeting (virtually due to Covid-19 border closures) from 16-18 November 2021. Topics considered by the PHC as part of the meeting included: 
· National strategies 
The Committee endorsed a suite of national plant biosecurity strategies and implementation plans which provide a framework to strengthen preparedness, surveillance, and diagnostics over the next decade. The Committee also endorsed the formation of a National Plant Biosecurity Strategy Implementation Group to oversee implementation across the strategy suite. 
· Diagnostics
[bookmark: _Hlk212629091]The Committee noted the report from the Subcommittee of Plant Health Diagnostics (SPHD) which highlighted progress against work plan activities. Key activities included: 
· Development and endorsement of 43 National Diagnostic Protocols (NDPs)	Comment by Fulton, Alex: The DAFF style guide notes: use figures not words when the focus is on the number of elements (i.e. NDPs). 
· Review and endorsement of the 2021-2031 National Plant Biosecurity Diagnostics Strategy Implementation Plan 
· Formation of a High Throughput Sequencing Working Group to support the delivery of HTS as a diagnostic tool.  	Comment by Fulton, Alex: I have only provided acronyms to WG where they are mentioned again in the text. 
· Delivery of the 10th Australian Annual Diagnosticians Workshop 	Comment by Fulton, Alex: The DAFF style guide notes: in general text, use words from first to ninth and figures from 10th onward. 
· The workshop was held online on 5-6 October 2021 with over 150 attendees dialling in to participate. The theme of the workshop was ‘Diagnostics in a climate of change’.  	Comment by Fulton, Alex: The DAFF style guide notes: use single quotation marks for all quotations, whether full or incomplete sentences. Only use double quotation marks for quotations within quotations. 
The report also noted 5 further NDP’s are currently being reviewed for endorsement, and a further 85 NDPs are currently in the drafting process.
· Collaboration and engagement
Jo Luck, Program Director of the Plant Biosecurity Research Initiative (PBRI) shared updates on PBRI investments, priorities, Research, Development, and Extension (RD&E) forums, the Biosecurity Extension Community and the upcoming PBRI Symposium on 11-12 May 2022.
· Fruit fly
The Committee noted the update provided by the Australian Fruit Fly Technical Advisory Subcommittee (AFFTAC) report. Progress has been made on developing the Australian National Fruit Fly Management Protocol (the Protocol) and the Australian National Fruit Fly Management Assurance Framework (the Framework). Further work is in train to present the finalised Protocol and the Framework to PHC later in the year (9 December 2021). 
· Technical Risk Assessment 
The Committee noted changes to the Centre for Excellence in Biosecurity Risk Analysis (CEBRA) grant agreement between the University of Melbourne and the dDepartment of Agriculture, Water and Environment (DAWE). The Ccommittee also noted several projects overlapping with plant health and advised the CEBRA CEO of research challenges in biosecurity and plant health.
The Ccommittee reviewed and discussed risk mitigation options to support business continuity for the potato industry in the event of a detection of the Tomato potato psyllid (TPP) and/or Candidatus Liberibacter solanacearum (CLso) in eastern mainland Australia. The Committee endorsed the proposed mitigation measures (as identified by the Rapid Risk Assessment) to allow interstate trade of processing and ware potatoes. It was noted that assessment of the seed potato pathway was more complex than expected and further work will be undertaken by risk analysts. The Subcommittee for Domestic Quarantine and Market Access (SDQMA) were tasked with developing pre-agreed movement conditions of potatoes from potentially infected areas with an emphasis on the immediate measures outlined by Victoria.
· Surveillance
The Committee noted the recent activities and outcomes of the Subcommittee on National Plant Health Surveillance (SNPHS) since PHC 59. Key achievements included:
· Formation of the National Surveillance Protocol Working Group to support development of these documents 
· Endorsement of the National Plant Biosecurity Surveillance Strategy and Implementation Plan
· Planning of the 2021 Annual Surveillance Workshop and joint surveillance-diagnostics workshop in 2022, with the theme of ‘Developing and Achieving a Community of Excellence to Inspire, Discover, Deliver and Engage’.
· Interstate Trade Review (ITR)
The Committee discussed and agreed on the next steps for the review of interstate trade in Australia. Agreed steps and actions included: 
· Conduct a stocktake of all major pieces of domestic trade reform completed in each jurisdiction to date.
· Continue convening the ITR Strategic Steering Committee, transitioning to the name: ITR Working Group.
· Convene a ‘National Overview of Interstate Trade Reform Work’ workshop in early 2022 to work through compiled stocktake information, prioritise work and where possible identify implementation, resourcing/delivery, and budgets for work delivery.

The Committee also acknowledged the considerable amount of work already delivered and underway in the domestic trade space and agreed to consolidate, leverage, and prioritise future work for domestic trade reform.

PHC noted the work of the Subcommittee on Domestic Quarantine and Market Access (SDQMA) since the last PHC meeting. SDQMA intends to meet on 30 November to focus on the Charter of Interstate Trade, in addition to other issues raised during PHC60.
· Preparedness, response, and management
The Committee were presented with an update on the National Priority Plant Pest (NPPP) hosts and pathways project led by Queensland and the Australian Government. It was noted that pest information packages have been developed for each of the NPPPs and these include: (i) comprehensive host lists, (ii) identification of risk materials and risk pathways, (iii) control and eradication methods, and (iv) phytosanitary treatment options. The pest information packages are a valuable resource in the event of an incursion and will enable more timely decisions. They will also support a wide range of prevention and preparedness activities, such as contingency planning. The Committee agreed that the Plant Biosecurity Preparedness Working Group (PBPWG) should oversee the host list packages and develop a governance arrangement for their storage and maintenance.

The PBPWG Coordinator provided an update on activities undertaken by the working group. This included:
· Completion of a stocktake of preparedness activities across jurisdictions
· Completion of a national gap analysis of the NPPPs 1-20
· Delivery of activities to support oversight of the National Action Plans for NPPPs that affect agricultural and plantation industries (for example, hitchhiker pests, Xylella, Khapra Beetle and tree and timber pests).
· Systems
The electronic Plant Health Assurance Certificate (ePHAC) System Working Group provided an update on the ePHAC system noting that there are a range of funding options for ongoing system funding, maintenance, and governance. The working group was tasked with mapping out the future funding model in more detail, and in the context of the preferred deployment options for the system. 
· Other Business
PHC would like to extend their gratitude and congratulations to Rod Turner, who is retiring and will be stepping down as the SDQMA Chair at the end of 2021. PHC recognizes the tireless and exceptional contributions of Mr. Turner to PHC and its subcommittees. We wish him the very best in his retirement.
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