					
Plant Health Committee Communiqué—PHC61

The Plant Health Committee (PHC) held its 61st meeting in Darwin from 26-28 July 2022. The meeting was chaired by Dr. Rosa Crnov (Victoria). Topics considered by the PHC as part of the meeting included: 
· Governance
The Committee welcomed the formation of the National Plant Biosecurity Strategy Governance Group to oversee implementation of the National Plant Biosecurity Strategy and its sub-strategies on preparedness, surveillance and diagnostics. The update highlighted the importance of effective coordination to successful implementation of the strategies.
The PHC also discussed their main priorities for their 2022-2025 Workplan.
· Collaboration and engagement
The Committee met with the Chair of the Plant Industry Biosecurity Committee (PIBC). The Committee noted the progress of the Pest Risk Analysis (PRA) Working Group, the PIBC feedback on the Review of the Effectiveness of the National ICA Audit Program and industry issues with a range of domestic regulatory instruments. The Committee agreed to join with stakeholders in planning and conducting activities acknowledging the International Day of Plant Health and agreed to hold a National Red Imported Fire Ant Market Access Workshop to address the issues raised by the PIBC Chair.

[bookmark: _Hlk220074220]The Plant Biosecurity Research Initiative (PBRI) proposed the development of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the PHC and PBRI to formalise the new partnership. The MOU will provide a framework to guide collaboration between the PHC and PBRI. It will support improved coordination of plant biosecurity research between government and industry Research and Development Corporations. A six-month update on PBRI activities, including the biannual PBRI Symposium was provided.

The Committee endorsed the ‘Pest record specification and data vocabularies for plant health surveillance’ standard. This standard ensures surveillance data is collated and stored in a consistent manner, is shareable, and able to be used to build a robust evidence-base for risk management decisions.
· Interstate Trade
The PHC held a roundtable discussion to identify priorities for interstate trade in Australia. The PHC acknowledged the considerable amount of work already completed and currently underway and agreed on priorities to progress future trade reform.

· Systems
The Committee noted the completion of the Plant Property Identification (PPID) Pilot and supported the recommendations made including the adoption of Global Location Numbers (GLN) as the underpinning standard for the purpose of a nationally consistent plant property identifier.

The Australian Plant Pest Database (APPD) and Pest and Disease Image Library (PaDIL) are critical national digital systems which support plant health diagnostics and biosecurity risk management. The Committee noted the uplift of these systems to contemporary standards and the need for sustainable funding to support their ongoing operation and maintenance.

The Committee noted the proposal to secure a contractor to undertake a scope of work in relation to the development of a National Biosecurity Assurance System (BAS).

· Next Meeting
The PHC will next meet for an intersessional meeting on 15 September 2022 and will then hold PHC62 on 22-24 November 2022.
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