Plant Health Committee Communiqué—PHC62

The Plant Health Committee (PHC) held its 62nd meeting in Orange from 22-24 November 2022. The meeting was chaired by the incoming PHC Chair, Anne Walters (Northern Territory). Topics considered by the PHC as part of the meeting included: 
· Governance and Administration
The PHC are progressing delivery of their 2022-23 workplan. The Committee will schedule a session in March 2023 to commence implementation of the Directors Australia Governance and Structure report recommendations. It was motioned for a PHC ‘governance and strategy’ meeting to be held annually every February or March. 
The Subcommittee on Domestic Quarantine & Market Access (SDQMA) was transitioned to the Subcommittee on Market Access, Risk and Trade (SMART). This transition sees the inclusion of risk-based expertise embedded within the subcommittee alongside the current market access/trade and policy expertise. This revised remit is intended to improve the current operating model, allowing for improved alignment of pest-risk analysis in relation to development of domestic market access conditions. 
· Collaboration and Engagement
The PHC agreed to hold a joint government-industry Red imported fire ant (RIFA) Workshop in March 2023. The PHC (including Plant Health Australia), and representatives from Greenlife Industries Australia (GIA), the Environment and Invasives Committee (EIC) and the National Red Important Fire Ant Program will convene to hold round table discussions on the current issues. The workshop aims to resolve discrepancies in domestic and intra-state movement controls for RIFA. 

[bookmark: _Hlk220074177]A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the PHC and the Plant Biosecurity Research Initiative (PBRI) was endorsed at the meeting. The MoU will provide a framework to guide collaboration between the PHC and PBRI. It will support improved coordination of plant biosecurity research between government and industry Research and Development Corporations.  Furthermore, PHC members identified three priority projects for PBRI and PHC to jointly progress.
· National Policy and Strategy
A Sustainable Investment Working Group (SIWG) was formed to assist in the continued development of two papers, one aimed at providing a harmonised approach to funding key national systems, and the other to provide strategic solutions, with the aim to build towards the framework for the National Investment Package.

The Committee noted the progress of the Fruit Fly Requirements Validation Working Group (FFRVWG). A workshop between the PHC, AFFTAC, Hort Innovation Australia (HIA) was proposed to focus on development of a Data Standards Framework. It was noted that the membership of the FFRVWG would be expanded to include a representative from the Plant Industries Biosecurity Committee (PIBC). 

The Committee endorsed the Surveillance for Pest Freedom Working Group (SPFWG) future work program. PHC members also supported the continued work program of the new Plant Biosecurity Preparedness Working Group (PBPWG). Members acknowledged the importance of the PBPWG’s strategic alignment in supporting implementation of the National Plant Biosecurity Strategy and the sub-strategies for preparedness, diagnostics and surveillance. 

Craig Elliot (former Xylella Preparedness Coordinator, Wine Australia) presented on the key outcomes from the Xylella Preparedness Coordinator Final Report. It was agreed that the Xylella Contingency Plan should be reviewed every two to three years.

Myles Parker (Leader Southern Horticulture Systems, NSW DPI) was an invited guest who presented on the ‘Track and Trace’ Pilot Project. The purpose of the technology was to collect real-time vineyard movement data to reduce the time and impact involved in a biosecurity incursion for the wine industry.
· Innovation and Education
Professor Peter Solomon, from the Australian National University joined the meeting to present a paper on a proposal to establish a training centre in plant biosecurity. The Australian Research Council (ARC) training centre seeks to address short- and medium-term gaps in capability, innovation and leadership in the plant biosecurity sector through PhD and early career researcher training. The Committee supported the bid and will be provided with an update at a later date. If successful, the initiative is due to commence in 2025. 

Next Meeting
The PHC will next meet from 7-9 March 2023 for an Annual Governance and Strategy Meeting and RIFA workshop. 
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