					
Plant Health Committee Communiqué—PHC63


The Plant Health Committee (PHC) held its 63rd meeting (Cairns) from 25-27 July 2023, co-Chaired by Rosa Crnov (Victoria) and Andrew Bishop (Tasmania). This document provides an overview of the key topics and decisions. 
· Governance and administration
The PHC discussed aspects of its Governance and administration, endorsing an updated Terms of Reference and Operating Guidelines. The Committee also approved a revised model for chairing, aligned to the model of the National Biosecurity Committee (NBC). 
Subcommittees updated the PHC on progress against their workplans, also presenting their next annual work plan for endorsement. 
· National policies and surveillance 
The Commonwealth provided an update on the progress of the National Border Surveillance (NBS) Program since its commencement in late 2016. The PHC endorsed the proposal to extend the scope of the NBS Program to include nominated post-border sites deemed high-risk for hitchhiker pests for a two-year period (June 2025), subject to review. 
The PHC endorsed the addition of new species to the Australian National Fruit Fly Management Protocol (ANFFMP) Operations Standard No.1 Pest Free Area. References for the name of two fruit flies were revised from general labels of:
· ‘Queensland fruit fly (QFF)’ to ‘Bactrocera spp. Responsive to cuelure’ 
· ‘Mediterranean fruit fly (MFF)’ to ‘Ceratitis spp. Responsive to capilure/trimedlure’.
This will be useful in the export of goods by assisting trading partners to understand which areas in Australia have assurance of no fruit fly detections. These proven fruit fly free areas will be in a separately maintained nationally agreed list which can be referred to in other documents. AFFTAC has commenced a review of all known fruit fly free areas in Australia.
The PHC agreed to the online publication of the endorsed National Action Plan Annual Progress Report on the implementation of the Xylella and khapra beetle National Action Plans. The National Action Plan is due for review in 2024 as outlined by the Intergovernmental Agreement on Biosecurity (IGAB) Review.
· Market access and Risk assessment
With varroa mite detected in Australia in June 2022, the PHC noted the importance of a nationally consistent alcohol wash method to support Australian beekeepers. This method has been endorsed by the National Bee Biosecurity Steering Committee and its Technical Working Group. The PHC agreed to endorse national promotion of the method, provided it is made clear that individuals are responsible for using the most updated method. To encourage uptake the Consultative Committee on Emergency Plant Pests, will be informed.  
The Rapid Risk Analysis Template (RRAT) has been created to assess biosecurity threats and inform decision-making. The Pest Risk Analysis (PRA) Working Group reviewed the template ensure alignment with other existing documents (International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures (numbers 2 and 11) and Tasmania’s Pest Risk Analysis), and advised the PHC that the RRAT is a ‘fit for purpose domestic PRA framework.’ The PHC endorsed this RRAT for application during an incursion of an emergency plant pest (EPP), such as varroa mite, where the provision of information is time sensitive. The RRAT will be updated by consensus as required. 
The PHC agreed for its subcommittee, the Subcommittee on Market Access, Risk and Trade (SMART), to adopt and implement a documented PRA process, with this new RRAT as a minimum standard for an EPP when market access conditions are being considered. In addition, working with Plant Health Australia, the opportunity for these documents to be included in PLANTPLAN, which has the purpose of providing nationally consistent guidelines for responding to an EPP, will be explored. 
[bookmark: _Hlk153181548]Next meeting
The PHC will next meet from 21-23 November 2023. 
If there is a topic you would like additional information on, please contact the PHC Secretariat - PHC@aff.gov.au. 
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