Plant Health Committee Communiqué—PHC68

[bookmark: _Hlk179821768][bookmark: _Hlk179821819]The Plant Health Committee (PHC) held its 68th meeting (Canberra) from 9-11 December 2025. The meeting was chaired by Michael Reid (QLD) and Vincent Lanoiselet (WA). This document provides an overview of the key topics discussed and associated outcomes that were agreed during the meeting. 
[bookmark: _Hlk179821641]Stakeholders may be interested in some of the following meeting topics and can contact the PHC Secretariat – PHC@aff.gov.au – for additional information.
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	National policy and preparedness
Endorsement of the Pest Freedom Policy Package and the Regulated Non-Quarantine Pest (RNQP) Policy package

The Plant Health Committee (PHC) endorsed the revised Pest Freedom and Regulated Non-Quarantine Pest (RNQP) policy packages. This policy was developed by the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF) in consultation with state and territory governments and industry. Implementing nationally agreed policies will strengthen domestic and international biosecurity, trade and further align and demonstrate adherence of Australia’s plant health system with international standards and obligations.
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Revised Assurance Framework
In addition, the Committee endorsed the revised National Fruit Fly Management Assurance Framework. The updates formalize current best practice and support a contemporary, consistent approach to fruit fly management across Australia.
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	The PHC continues to support nationally coordinated actions that strengthen Australia’s plant biosecurity system and enable safe, efficient domestic trade. 
Safe Trade Project – Progress and future directions
At PHC67, the Committee discussed updates with project co-leads, including the revised Risk Management Reform workplan, development of a Pest Risk Analysis tool to support consistent interstate entry conditions, and market access guidelines for low pest prevalence sites. At its recent meeting, PHC noted the continued progress against agreed national priorities supported by positive findings from an independent midterm review. The Committee reaffirmed its support for the Safe Trade collaborative model, recognising its effectiveness in bringing together industry, governments and research partners to address trade-related plant biosecurity risks.

National Endorsement of Low Pest Prevalence Sites (LPPS) guidelines
The PHC endorsed the National Guidelines for Developing and Implementing Low Pest Prevalence Sites (LPPS) within Australia for national adoption. This marks the first nationally agreed set of market access guidelines developed through the Hort Innovation and Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) Safe Trade project.
The LPPS Guidelines provide a consistent, science-based framework to support risk-proportionate management of plant biosecurity risks associated with domestic and market access trade. Development of the guidelines was underpinned by strong collaboration between CSIRO, the Australian Government, state and territory governments and the horticulture industry, including technical co-development and review. 
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Adult Tomato potato psyllid (Bactericera cockerelli) on a leaf.  Image Source:  State of Western Australia (Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, WA)
The Committee noted positive feedback from industry and jurisdictions and acknowledged the strong cross-sector collaboration achieved through the Safe Trade initiative.

Shaping a roadmap to modernise domestic trade
PHC considered progress toward a shared ten-year vision and roadmap to modernise Australia’s domestic plant trade system. This work is focused on supporting transition to a system that is more contemporary, efficient, risk-based, evidence driven, and inclusive. The Committee provided guidance to ensure this work aligns with broader national strategies and reform initiatives across the plant biosecurity system.

Progressing Pest Risk Analysis (PRA) online tool
The Committee noted progress toward development of PRA Online, a national digital tool to support consistent, coordinated and science-based pest risk analysis across domestic jurisdictions. The PRA Online tool is intended to enable timely and proportionate assessment of plant pest risks and to inform aligned movement controls and entry conditions. The PHC agreed to commence a process for review and national endorsement of the tool.







	[bookmark: _Hlk179820394]Diagnostics and surveillance
The PHC continues to progress nationally coordinated initiatives that strengthen Australia’s plant biosecurity capability across data, diagnostics and surveillance.
Update on the Australian Plant Pest Database (APPD) 
The PHC endorsed a strategic roadmap for the APPD to guide national activities and investment. The APPD is a critical national asset, collating authoritative information from major Australian reference collections to support plant biosecurity decision making.
The endorsed roadmap provides a coordinated pathway to ensure the APPD remains fit for purpose, sustainable and responsive to the evolving needs of the plant biosecurity sector, enabling consistent, accurate and timely access to pest information across jurisdictions and industries.
PHC’s diagnostics and surveillance subcommittees
The PHC noted progress against the Subcommittee on Plant Health Diagnostics (SPHD) 2025–26 workplan, highlighting continued focus on strengthening national diagnostic capability and capacity. The committee endorsed the High Throughput Sequencing (HTS) policy. HTS presents itself as a formidable tool for the identification of plant pathogens and this policy document will provide quality-assured reporting of HTS results, and confidence to regulators who use HTS for diagnostics and biosecurity risk management decision making. Its endorsement marks a key advancement for plant health diagnostics. 
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Necrotic lesions of PMTV infected potato tuber. Image Source: Owusu Domfeh, North Dakota State University.

The PHC also noted the report from the Subcommittee on National Plant Health Surveillance (SNPHS). The SNPHS and its working groups continue to progress activities aimed at developing consistent, best practice approaches to plant pest surveillance. This work includes active engagement with stakeholders across the biosecurity spectrum and supports improved national alignment, information sharing, and system effectiveness. The subcommittee is reviewing its activities in relation to the Nationally Integrated Surveillance System Implementation Plan. This plan provides a roadmap for delivering the Nationally Integrated Surveillance System for Plant Pests (NISSPP), developed by Plant Health Australia in consultation with government and industry. 







	[bookmark: _Hlk179820516]Strengthening Australia’s Plant Health System and stakeholder engagement
The PHC continues to advance collaborative, forward-looking work to strengthen Australia’s plant health and biosecurity system. Recent discussions highlighted important initiatives across sustainable investment, research and innovation, industry engagement, and recognition of excellence.
Advancing sustainable investment in the plant health system
The PHC reaffirmed the importance of progressing work on sustainable investment in the plant health system from 2026 onwards. This work will focus on identifying approaches and activities that support long term capability, resilience, and workforce sustainability. A strong emphasis will be placed on broader participation and expertise in the working group, including meaningful involvement from industry and ensuring diverse representation across activities.
Celebrating achievement through PHC awards
Recognising and celebrating contributions to the plant health system remains a priority.  The PHC has agreed to trial two new PHC Awards, to be delivered on an annual basis. 
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Vineyard. Image source: DAFF
These awards will acknowledge outstanding achievements and the dedication of individuals and teams across the subcommittee system.
Stakeholder engagement
At PHC 68, industry representatives from the Plant Industry Biosecurity Committee (PIBC), the Plant Biosecurity Research Initiative (PBRI) and the Plant Industry Forum (PIF) joined the discussions, contributing valuable insights to key agenda items. In addition, the National Biosecurity Committee (NBC) representative to PHC was invited to the meeting, strengthening connectivity between PHC, its parent committee (NBC), and industry stakeholders.
















Who are we?
The Plant Health Committee (PHC) is Australia’s national peak government plant biosecurity policy and decision-making forum.  Committee membership includes Chief Plant Health Managers (or equivalent) from each state and territory, the Australian Chief Plant Protection Officer and an observer from Plant Health Australia. The role of the PHC is to develop strategic policy, provide technical and regulatory advice and national leadership on plant biosecurity matters to help maintain and improve plant health in Australia. The PHC has a shared purpose to protect our industries, the economy and our unique environment.


Members contribute to the development of national plant health policy, capacity and capability in Australia by representing their governments on plant health issues and bringing a whole-of-government position to the Committee. To achieve this, the Committee meet on a regular basis to discuss issues, deliberate on presented items and make decisions regarding aspects of the biosecurity system, including:

	· Plant biosecurity preparedness
· Interstate trade
· Engagement and communications 
· Surveillance
	· Systems and processes 
· Diagnostics
· Fruit fly
· Future focused initiatives 



The next face-to-face meeting (PHC 69) is scheduled for 23-25 June 2026. Please contact the PHC secretariat at PHC@aff.gov.au for more information.  
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C/o PHC Secretariat
Email: phc@aff.gov.au 


Australian Government Department of Agriculture
GPO Box 858
Canberra ACT 2601
www.agriculture.gov.au 
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