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Situation of 
Giant African Snail, 

and control and eradication 
actions 
Achatina Fulica 

Leonardo Vásquez Mendoza

Unidad Regional Chorotega

Departamento de Operaciones Regionales
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NATIONAL DETECTION CURUBANDÉ

October 2019

LOCATION OF THE GIANT SNAIL INITIAL DETECTION POINT AT 
CURUBANDÉ, LIBERIA, GUANACASTE
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Why do we 
should eradicate 

it?

Risk for animal wildlife 
Displacement of native 

species

Reproductive capability 
and control in protected 

areas

Risk for farm production

High populations may 
affect (various) crops

Risk for Public Health
Vector  of parasites of the 

Angiostrongylus genus

Direct impact to  
international trade

Commercial partners might 
place restrictions on goods 
imported from countries 
with presence of the pest
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DELIMITING THE OUTBREAK

Survey along the watercourse 
down to Rio Blanco
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CONICAL AND 
ELONGATED SHELL

FOUR SHORT 
TENTACLES OR 
“ANTENNAE”

BROWN STICKY 
BODY 

ALTERNATED 
STRIPS ON THE 
SHELL
BROWN AND 
YELLOWISH-
BEIGE 

L. Vásquez

LEARNING
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Species confirmation and publication of presence 

Detection of Giant African Snail  
(Achatina fulica=Lissachatina 
fulica) in Costa Rica
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Declaration of Emergency

June 2021

State of National phytosanitary emergency for prevention and control of Giant African Snail 
(Achatina fulica)

No. 43001-MAG

THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC

AND THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND HUSBANDRY
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