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$5.3 Billion

Weed management

Cost of established pest animals and weeds to Australian agricultural producers - DAFF



https://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/research-topics/biosecurity/biosecurity-economics/cost-of-established-pest-animals-and-weeds-to-australian-agricultural-producers

Feral pests are a significant agricultural problem

89% of agricultural land managers consider feral pests are a problem for them

54%
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Weeds are a significant agricultural problem

85% of agricultural land managers are undertaking
some form of weed management

61% considers Weeds of National
Significance are a problem for them

Over 30 different weed species
affect broadacre agriculture
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https://www.agriculture.gov.au/about/news/new-updated-manuals-fireweed-african-boxthorn
https://vro.agriculture.vic.gov.au/dpi/vro/vrosite.nsf/pages/sip_perennial%20_rye_grass
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/crop-weeds/wild-oats
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/grains-research-development/wild-radish

Some pest and weed species impact both
biodiversity and agriculture

DCCEEW Dec 2024 DAFF image library

NSWDPI
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https://www.dcceew.gov.au/about/news/providing-critical-protection-island-wildlife
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/biosecurity/pest-animals/established-pest-animal-species/pig-feral-or-wild
https://www.jcu.edu.au/news/releases/2018/august/pigs-shut-out-of-critical-queensland-wetlands
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/about/news/providing-critical-protection-island-wildlife
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/about/news/providing-critical-protection-island-wildlife

National Feral Pig Current Distribution in Australia (2024) Reporting major problem with feral pigs on the property in the last 12 months
Relative abundance % agricultural land managers 2022 by NRM region
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Considered a problem

% agricultural land managers
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https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/Details/123
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/Details/123

Participation in management groups

Not many members (10%)

More participate in activities (28%)
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Herbicides and pesticides control weeds and

pests, but can have environmental impacts

Joshua Smith— DAFF image library

DAFF image library.
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https://www.cottoninfo.com.au/sites/default/files/documents/Dieback%20Guide_2018_5.pdf

Addressing the
challenges

Optically targeted spraying

Regulatory
systems

Biocontrol

Biological

Integrated pest

Mechanical management Chemical
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https://www.publications.qld.gov.au/ckan-publications-attachments-prod/resources/c4675230-986c-4f28-9519-66a175647db1/optical-spot-spraying-darren-jensen.pdf?ETag=2716931b499ce2dbcb053b9b6f229e19
https://www.publications.qld.gov.au/ckan-publications-attachments-prod/resources/c4675230-986c-4f28-9519-66a175647db1/optical-spot-spraying-darren-jensen.pdf?ETag=2716931b499ce2dbcb053b9b6f229e19
https://www.publications.qld.gov.au/ckan-publications-attachments-prod/resources/74df8f28-2f97-4f78-9a6d-da8cb8aaaf06/prickly-pear-story.pdf?ETag=cfadb5042012745168711edda2da2198

Summary

* The pest and weed problem is large

* There are many opportunities where pest ssind
i : . Marme Turtle §
management objectives clearly align  Field Guide fi

* There are challenges being overcome
where managing pests and weeds might
Impact biodiversity
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https://parks.desi.qld.gov.au/management/programs/pest-plants-animals/nest-to-ocean-program
https://www.jcu.edu.au/news/releases/2018/august/pigs-shut-out-of-critical-queensland-wetlands
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