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Subcommittee on Plant Health Diagnostics Communiqué – SPHD35

The Subcommittee on Plant Health Diagnostics (SPHD) held its 35th meeting in Perth, WA, on 11 – 12 October 2022. Issues considered by SPHD as part of the meeting are detailed below:
· Implementation of the National Plant Pest Reference Collections Strategy (NPPRCS)
The Reference Collection Implementation Plan Working Group (RCIPWG) provided a report to the Subcommittee and recommended that its future work around national plant pest reference collections be reviewed as part of a funded workshop that will focus on the development of reference collection standards. RCIPWG reported that linkages between the group and the administration groups of the Australian Plant Pest Database (APPD) and Pest and Disease Image Library (PaDIL), together with the Australian Entomology Society Curation Committee, have been formed and are progressing towards fulfilment of recommendation of the NPPRCS. The Group provided the proposal for setting standards, which was endorsed and will now be forwarded to the Commonwealth (Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry) 
· Enhancing the National Plant Biosecurity Diagnostic Network (NPBDN)
SPHD heard from the Network Implementation Working Group (NIWG) of the success of the Annual Diagnosticians’ and Surveillance Workshop in Melbourne on 30 August – 1 September 2022. It was noted the Annual Diagnosticians’ Workshop will return to an in-person event and is planned to be held in May 2023 in Canberra. SPHD also heard the planned updates to the NIWG workplan and proposed upgrade to the NPBDN website to include a streamlined, easy-use interface. NIWG continues expanding the expertise within the working group and two new members to the group were endorsed by SPHD. SPHD also heard the NPBDN report and the continued increase in membership numbers within the network. 
· National Diagnostic Capacity (Diagnostics Protocol Working Group – DPWG)
The DPWG provided a report updating SPHD on DPWG membership, with New Zealand to be added as a member jurisdiction. The group reported success in streamlining the National Diagnostic Protocol (NDP) endorsement process, with 49 endorsed and 75 draft NDPs in place. The group also reported their review of SPHD Reference Standards, with input to be provided in the DPWG report at SPHD36. The Subcommittee noted the NDP Coordinator report, detailing five recently endorsed National Diagnostic Protocols (NDP) and four further NDPs nearing endorsement. SPHD also confirmed an exercise to progress NDP tasking from PHC for input into the SPHD paper being delivered at PHC62 in November 2022.
· Implementing quality management systems: Proficiency Testing
SPHD heard that the recent round of the National Plant Health Proficiency Testing Program (NPHPTP) was delivered on 26 July 2022, with the next round delayed until late October 2022. The Subcommittee further heard that links to state and territory resources for prohibited and restricted biosecurity matter will be included on the NPBDN website.

· National Plant Biosecurity Diagnostic Strategy Update (NPBDS)
SPHD acknowledged the progress made by Plant Health Australia to establish the National Plant Biosecurity Strategy Implementation Group to oversee implementation, reporting and review across the suite of national plant biosecurity strategies. The update highlighted the importance of effective coordination to achieve successful implementation of the National Plant Biosecurity Diagnostic Strategy. 
· Plant Biosecurity Research Initiative (PBRI) update:
The Program Director of PBRI, Jo Luck, provided an update to the Subcommittee on recent activities undertaken under the initiative. The Subcommittee also noted that future meetings will incorporate a standing item for discussion of project ideas to potentially be funded under PBRI.

Date of Next Meeting
SPHD36 will be held from 22-23 May 2023 at Canberra, ACT. 
Following SPHD36 a joint meeting of the SPHD, Subcommittee on National Plant Health Surveillance (SNPHS) and Plant Biosecurity Preparedness Working Group (PBPWG) will be held on 24 May 2023 in Canberra, ACT.
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