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Foreword

Over the past 15 years, staff of the Environmental Research Institute of the Supervising
Scientist (eriss) have undertaken extensive research on the biology, chemistry and physical
processes of the streams, billabongs and floodplains within the Alligator Rivers Region,
including Kakadu National Park. This work was directed at understanding the impact that
could arise from mining in the region and developing standards, practices and procedures for
the protection of the environment from the effects of mining.

Following recent legislative changes and a review of the direction and priorities of future
research at eriss, we are now extending this research to include other wetland management
issues in the wet-dry tropics. We want to use our knowledge and expertise to assist
organisations such as the Australian Nature Conservation Agency and the Conservation
Commission of the Northern Territory in solving problems that arise in the management of
wetlands. In this way we will play our part in ensuring that these extremely important
components of the environment of northern Australia are afforded the protection that they
deserve.

To assist us in the development of this new program, we held a workshop in Jabiru, Northern
Territory, from 22-24 March 1995 on 'Wetland research in the wet—dry tropics of Australia'.
The workshop provided a forum for the exchange of information on the key issues and
priority research areas. We were delighted to welcome more than 100 participants
representing the users, managers, and owners of wetlands of northern Australia as well as
research scientists with a broad range of experience in the study of wetlands. Topics that
were addressed in both the formal papers and the discussion sessions included baseline
information on wetlands, assessment of ecological character, threats to the integrity of
wetlands, and how to monitor ecological change. These Proceedings contain the papers
presented at the workshop.

1 would like to thank all the participants at the workshop for sharing with us their knowledge
and expertise; they have been of great assistance in determining the structure and content of
our wetlands program. I look forward to continuing cooperation and collaboration as our
program develops over the next few years.

DR A JOHNSTON,
DIRECTOR, €riSS
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Opening address

Congratulations for coming—all of you. Congratulations to Arthur Johnston and his staff, Max
Finlayson particularly on organising it. I am extremely excited about the number and calibre of
people that we have here. Congratulations of course for coming to the brilliant surroundings in
this great place. I am sure that like me you feel turned-on to be in Kakadu. Some of you live
here, others like me are visiting at the end of the wet to talk about wetlands, and after some
months which have been '1-in-100' rainfall, 1 think it is an exciting tume to be here.

Fellow scientists, kindred spirits—Welcome.

Why Wetlands? Why the Environmental Institute of the Supervising Scientist and Wetlands?
Well, we think that Australian people put the Supcrvising Scientist here for three reasons;
firstly to be policeman, security blanket, watchdog, rescarcher looking after and looking over
the shoulder of uranium mining in the Top End. We do that and I think we do 1t pretty well. We
provide the honest broker and the security blanket to say if mining is okay or if mining 1s not
okay. [ would like to think in the last month that we have reinforced our value in this area. A
reinforecement possible only because we have a knowledge bascd on 15 years of sound research.
A lot of it wetland research; though wetland research incidental to the protection from mining.
We will continue to do rcsearch into environmental protection and mining, we are even
extending that rcscarch. We recently extended that to new horizons in Tasmania where we are
looking for ways to amcliorate the impact, the unacceptable and historic impact, associated
with some mining activitics around Mt Lyell. We arc doing that in conjunction with the
Tasmanian Government.

But, we are looking into branching out into our second and third arcas. If cnvironmental
protection from mining was our first, then we are looking at our sccond and third areas where
we think and believe that Australians should have an expectation of us to make a contribution.
Our sccond area where we want to make a contribution is in the arca of thc Australian
cnvironment. We want to makc a contribution. We want Australians, thc Australian
cnvironment if you like, to be richer for the fact that they have had an organisation here and we
have decided to concentrate on wetlands because we think they are eminently worth protecting.
The wetlands around this area are important to all Australians, even if they never come here. 1
am surc they are richer for knowing they arc here. And we think work on wetlands would be
totally complementary to the work and the rescarch of all the colleagues we have herc in the
Territory, in different organisations. And we arc in the right place to do 1t.

The other, or third contribution, which we wish to make 1s to the social well-being of the local
people. We have that as our next target, when we get some progress on wetlands. But, back to
wetlands.

Our wetlands scope is wide, very wide. We are interested in wetland protection and wetland
management. We are interested in making wetlands. We arc interested in new wetlands as tools
for management. Qur version of wetlands includes billabongs, damp lands, cstuarics, rivers,
tidal lagoons. And we arc interested in the animals that live in and around wetlands and the
plants which are natural to wetlands and the plants which threaten our wetlands. Wc arc
interested in taking the people to the wetlands and taking the wetlands to the people.

viii




Now, before declaring open your workshop and inviting you to take the forum, let me tempt
you. We can't possibly do all the things we would like to do. Exciting as they are, we do not
have enough people, we do not have enough time and we don't have all the expertise. Perhaps
you do. We are asking for people to come here and make a contribution. We are offering
fellowships to people to come and work here for 3 months, 6 months, 12 months. Some fully
paid with full accommodation. Some partly paid with accommodation and to some people we
Just offer a brilhant opportunity to help make a contribution. If you are interested, over the next
couple of days would be an excellent opportunity to talk to us. That's a commercial.

Again I want to congratulate the organisers. And to all of you again, welcome. Thankyou for
coming and please enjoy it.

BARRY CARBON

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, SUPERVISING SCIENTIST
Environment Protection Agency,

40 Blackall Street, Barton, ACT 2600




