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1 - Erythrina vespertilio 2 - petiole with membranous sheath 

3 - Stylosanthes hamata 4 - Stylosanthes scabra 

5 - leaves opposite 

5* - leaves alternate 

6 - digitately trifoliate 

7 - Aphyllodium schindleri 

7* - Crotalaria goreensis 

sti 

4* - Stylosanthes viscosa 

5 - Vitex glabrata 
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GROUP C  
Tree or shrub, no prickles, leaves trifoliolate 

NB Species names preceded by a ‘*’ are naturalised, weeds 

 

 1 - Leaves with a pair of raised glands (gl) at the 
distal end of the petiole [3.3.7a]........................................................   Erythrina vespertilio 

        [Coral Tree] 
 1* - Leaves without paired glands at the distal end of the 

petiole................................................................................................   2 

 2 - Petiole with a membranous stem-sheathing base 
(sh) [3.3.7h] at least 3/4 the length of the petiole .............................   3 

 2* - Petiole without a stem sheathing base...............................................   5 

 3 - Undersurface of blades not hairy ......................................................   *Stylosanthes hamata 
        [Verano Stylo] 
 3* - Undersurface of blades hairy   4 

 4 -  Lateral veins [3.3.9c] on the undersurface lighter 
than the blade [ 3.3.9l], almost white; leaves 
sometimes sticky ...............................................................................   *Stylosanthes scabra 

        [Shrubby Stylo] 
 4* -  Lateral veins on the undersurface darker than the 

blade; branchlets and leaves very sticky ...........................................   *Stylosanthes viscosa 
        [Sticky Stylo] 

 5 - Leaves opposite [3.3.8e] ..................................................................   Vitex glabrata 
        [Black Plum] 
 5* - Leaves alternate [3.3.8a-d]..............................................................   6 

 6 - Leaves digitately trifoliolate [3.3.5j] ..............................................  7 
 6* - Leaves pinnately trifoliolate [3.3.5j] ..............................................  8 

 7 - Stipels (sti) [3.3.15c] present at the distal end of the 
petiole [3.3.7a]; petioles on most fully developed 
leaves < 20 mm long .........................................................................   Aphyllodium schindleri 

 7* - Stipels absent; petioles of many fully developed 
leaves > 30 mm long .........................................................................  *Crotalaria goreensis 

        [Gambia Pea] 

 



GROUP C 

28 

 

 

 

6* - pinnately trifolate 

8 - Cajanus reticulatus 

 9 - Desmodium tortuosum 

9* - Galactia megalophylla 
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 8 - Petiole ribbed [3.3.7d].......................................................................   Cajanus reticulatus 
 8* - Petiole not ribbed ..............................................................................   9 

 9 - Hairs on leaves hooked; leaves readily adhere 
(velcro-like) to clothing ....................................................................   *Desmodium tortuosum 

        [Florida Beggarweed] 
 9* - Hairs on leaves not hooked, leaves not adherent to 

clothing .............................................................................................   Galactia megalophylla 

 




