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In northern Australia, rangers face
some of the most remote and

8
00:46.000 --> 00:50.500
logistically challenging conditions on
Earth, yet have some of the highest

9
00:50.500 --> 00:53.400
concentrations of ghost nets and marine
debris.

10
01:01.800 --> 01:06.300
The Indigenous Ranger Coastal Cleanup
Project is a partnership between the

11
01:06.300 --> 01:09.800
Australian Government's Parks Australia,
the Department of Agriculture,

12
01:09.800 --> 01:14.100
Fisheries and Forestry's Indigenous
Ranger Biosecurity Program, and our

13
01:14.100 --> 01:15.700
First Nations communities.

14
01:40.000 --> 01:43.200
Most of the areas where the ghost nets
are found are in, are on our coastal

15
01:43.200 --> 01:47.300
shores, so on the beaches, in
the waterways like in the river systems,

16
01:47.600 --> 01:51.300
um we have them washing up into the
mangroves. The hardest thing I guess

17
01:51.500 --> 01:55.600
with having to remove ghost nets is
when they're caught in the roots of the

18
01:55.600 --> 02:00.700
she oaks, which a lot of them are on
our side of the Gulf of Carpentaria,

19
02:01.200 --> 02:05.900
and having to remove them from the
beach is extremely large. If we don't

20
02:05.900 --> 02:10.700
have the manpower, digging's not an
option. Hoists, we have to try and

21
02:10.700 --> 02:14.700
find, you know, some other, I wouldn't
say a positive solution, but yeah, a

22
02:14.700 --> 02:20.700
much more effective way to remove, for,
us as rangers the ghost nets

23
02:21.000 --> 02:27.400
can be from anywhere up to 20 m at
large, and, With the rising tides,

24
02:27.500 --> 02:31.500
At, you know, all the
winds, at different times of the

25
02:31.500 --> 02:35.400
year, a lot of it, yeah, I guess it's
about perception, like, you know, a

26
02:35.400 --> 02:40.300
little piece of what you might think or
it is a little piece of ghost net on

27
02:40.300 --> 02:45.800
the beach can turn out to be something
the size of a four-wheel drive or

28
02:46.000 --> 02:46.400
yeah.

29
02:51.000 --> 02:55.800
The IRCCP is guided by knowledge shared
by Traditional Owners and Indigenous

30
02:55.800 --> 03:01.700
Rangers leading every step of the way.
Culture shapes the strategy, connection

31
03:01.700 --> 03:03.500
to country shapes the care.

32
03:13.200 --> 03:14.800
Oh hello Bukmak. My name's Mungul.

33
03:15.800 --> 03:21.300
Marcus is my English name
representing Gumurr Marthakal Rangers

34
03:21.300 --> 03:27.400
from Elcho Island. We're here with
All the other rangers from around this

35
03:27.400 --> 03:34.000
area, Arnhem Land, but also other side,
Queensland and Western Australia.

36
03:35.200 --> 03:38.100
Yeah, we're just stand here trying to
figure out how to get rid of this

37
03:38.500 --> 03:43.300
basically. Yeah, it's a big day.

38
03:44.300 --> 03:50.300
The impact of This type of debris,
this is the major one, this is the one

39
03:50.300 --> 03:55.400
that causes all headache. It impacts
everyone, basically not only in

40
03:55.400 --> 03:59.600
Australia or in our beautiful part of
the area, but the whole world needs to

41
03:59.600 --> 04:04.900
do something about this, you know,
and I hope this message gets out to

42
04:05.600 --> 04:10.400
everybody who's watching and we've
learned now that, you know, it's, it's,

43
04:10.400 --> 04:14.300
it's not only our problem, it's
everybody's problem. So, we need to come

44
04:14.300 --> 04:18.100
up with a solution. The whole world
needs to wake up, yeah.

45
04:22.600 --> 04:27.700
IRCCP's grants program supports
Indigenous Ranger groups living and

46
04:27.700 --> 04:32.300
working on country with training,
equipment and infrastructure, building

47
04:32.300 --> 04:35.500
long-term capacity and protection of
Sea Country.

48
04:41.000 --> 04:46.300
Yeah, we, we see a lot of plastic,
mainly all on beaches, a lot of bottles,

49
04:46.400 --> 04:48.900
cigarette lighters.

50
04:49.900 --> 04:51.900
drums, oil drums.

51
04:53.500 --> 04:59.900
Plenty of floats and ropes. We get a
fair few ghost nets along our beaches,

52
05:00.400 --> 05:06.600
sort of makes you sick, we sort
of do big marine debris cleanups, we're

53
05:06.600 --> 05:12.200
trying to get the kids involved as well
for the next generation and that way

54
05:12.200 --> 05:17.500
they can see exactly where the rubbish
is coming from, from overseas mainly.

55
05:19.000 --> 05:25.700
We usually do our beaches,
round about just before the wet and

56
05:25.700 --> 05:31.700
just after the wet, so. It's every year
ongoing, doesn't stop.

59
05:58.300 --> 06:03.500
So at times a lot of the focus on the
retrieval and removal of ghost nets is

60
06:03.500 --> 06:08.900
just to be seen as cleaning up rubbish.
A lot of the times we don't really

61
06:08.900 --> 06:14.300
highlight the high-level risks that
biosecurity breaches pose through this

62
06:14.300 --> 06:15.200
type of work.

63
06:16.400 --> 06:19.900
And I think we need to give more
exposure around the role that

64
06:19.900 --> 06:24.100
Indigenous Rangers have in really
remote parts of Australia, that they

65
06:24.100 --> 06:29.200
are on the front line and sometimes the
first observers of biosecurity risks.

66
06:29.700 --> 06:34.700
We look at again an opportunity
to really align not just from a coastal

67
06:34.700 --> 06:36.000
clean-up perspective, but,

68
06:37.000 --> 06:41.000
Also from the importance of managing
Australia's natural resources and the

69
06:41.000 --> 06:46.900
risks against those, and I think it's
an area that one, puts us in a

70
06:46.900 --> 06:50.200
stronger position to show the roles of
Indigenous Rangers and what they're

71
06:50.200 --> 06:52.800
doing to protect our interests in terms
of biosecurity.

72
07:00.100 --> 07:04.700
Every clean-up tells a story.
Indigenous Rangers record the volume,

73
07:05.100 --> 07:10.700
type, and location of every net and
piece of debris they recover. The data

74
07:10.700 --> 07:15.100
helps build a better understanding of
the extent of the problem and where the

75
07:15.100 --> 07:16.900
debris and nets are coming from.

76
07:18.000 --> 07:22.500
This is critical data that has never
been collected on this scale before.

77
08:02.100 --> 08:06.100
To meet the scale of the challenge,
Indigenous Rangers are being equipped

78
08:06.100 --> 08:11.000
with powerful tools, emerging
technologies like drones and artificial

79
08:11.000 --> 08:14.500
intelligence to map, monitor and target
the hotspots.

80
08:47.600 --> 08:51.400
In the first of its kind, the Rubbish
on the Shore Think Tank event brought

81
08:51.400 --> 08:56.400
over 50 Indigenous Rangers together
with scientists, recycling experts,

82
08:56.700 --> 09:01.300
artists, and designers, all with a
shared interest in helping shape our

83
09:01.300 --> 09:06.700
future, to understand the issue and
co-design real-world solutions to help

84
09:06.700 --> 09:08.300
drive community change.

85
09:19.400 --> 09:20.700
The best thing about,

86
09:23.100 --> 09:28.700
Bringing people to this location is to
illustrate the degree of difficulty

87
09:28.700 --> 09:29.200
because,

88
09:30.500 --> 09:36.100
This is not pull up with trucks and
pull up with machines and like this is

89
09:36.100 --> 09:44.300
hand done, this is serious labour,
difficult access, and there's no better

90
09:44.300 --> 09:51.000
way for all of us who have come along
today to take away with us, this story,

91
09:51.200 --> 09:54.500
this reality, because we've had our
hands in it, and,

92
09:55.700 --> 09:56.500
Realize that,

93
09:57.800 --> 10:03.600
It's this much, but we can tell the
story this big, and that's the most

94
10:03.600 --> 10:08.400
important thing that I, I think this
activity, you see all these 4 wheel

95
10:08.400 --> 10:14.000
drives, it's like, this is, this ain't
normal. This is not normal.

96
10:24.800 --> 10:26.600
Uh, my experiences.

97
10:27.700 --> 10:33.800
Been good coming down to different
country. And learning about other

98
10:33.800 --> 10:35.700
things, what other rangers do.

99
10:36.700 --> 10:44.800
And we're happy that me and Valerina
came this far to the Top End. I like to

100
10:44.800 --> 10:49.000
see more young women rangers come out.

101
10:50.300 --> 10:57.100
And this, oh, this is my first time
coming to Darwin and around here, and I

102
10:57.100 --> 10:58.400
don't feel homesick yet.

103
11:00.800 --> 11:05.000
Uh, I love to see more women rangers
come out.

104
11:06.000 --> 11:07.500
And learn more.

105
11:08.600 --> 11:09.600
More ranger work.

106
11:42.000 --> 11:45.000
Yeah, get the
job done.

107
11:48.200 --> 11:49.700
It was a big job, big job.
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