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2022 Science to Practice Forum
South-West Western Australia Drought Resilience Adoption and Innovation Hub 
Snapshot video transcript
June 2022
Introduction
The South-West Western Australia Drought Resilience Adoption and Innovation Hub is one of 8 hubs across Australia. Short snapshot videos for each hub were featured in the 2022 Future Drought Fund Science to Practice Forum on 7-8 June 2022. 
Transcript
[Video begins]

Oral McGuire:
The process for us is not so much about agricultural practice but this planting here is a native fodder feed system that absolutely has relevance to livestock and adjustment, as well as food production in mainstream agriculture.
Andrew Crook:
It's going to be a collaboration. Farmers are striving for best practice.
Prof. Kadambot Siddique:
Southwest of Western Australia has been experiencing climate change since 1975. 28 to 30% of the rainfall has been declining. So this initiative is a timely initiative and it is going to deliver practical outcomes to the farmers of Southwest of Western Australia.
Vanessa Stewart:
What we see the hub is providing is a really good opportunity for more collaborative opportunities. So both within Western Australia, across industry opportunity with the grower groups looking and focusing on the ground and how we can get the research out and adopted.
Rikki Foss:
We are quite different to the other hubs and we are very proud of that. The drought hub is able to utilise and leverage the unique hub and spoke model that the power of the Grower Group Alliance has. When the Grower Group Alliance won the tender to lead the South-West WA hub, it was certainly a great day for us. It has put a fantastic spotlight on the Grower Group Alliance.
Mark Holland:
We've got 12 projects worth $13 million funded through the future drought fund now in our region. One of those projects is actually with six hubs and that's around the remote sensing of feed base in pastoral areas helps pastoralist make better management decisions in their areas.
Tanya Kilminster:
What we've learned that we have a lot of similarities across our hubs, even if we're working with the Northern WA Northern Territory Hub and the Northern Tropical Queensland Hub, we might have pastoralists in those regions and they have similar issues. It's really about putting science into practice. What they're doing in Victoria, we're not doing here in WA. And so we are now learning that there's some ag tech that we can implement into our systems here. Just by that collaboration across Australia, our horticulturalists here can learn from that. So it's really exciting.
Prof. Kadambot Siddique:
The good thing about these hub becoming together is the researchers in universities and other institutions can connect with the farmers. And also, it'll provide a vehicle for translating our research outcome.
Oral McGuire:
Everything's got a spirit. Everything that's living has got a spirit. And we've got to find out ways how we can connect to spirit of that rock. These rocks that are here, that everybody goes, "Oh, look at those. Look at that landscape and look at this hill. Look at that river." Drought is real. It's on us. The desertification of these lands out here, these farming lands, is absolutely backed by the scientific evidence. So if we're going to use science or knowledges and knowledge systems, I think it's about using all knowledge systems and not relying on one.
Mark Holland:
One of the key ingredients to a rich project when we can get first nations people, natural resource management influencers, scientists, government, regulators, all coming to the table and having input into a particular project that we'll be designing.
Andrew Crook:
There's got to be a collaboration between ourselves and the researchers, hopefully through the hub that will allow, like I say, there's this mitigation going into an event and then resilience with while you're handling the event too, that's probably has bigger effect on the farming community as anything.
Vanessa Stewart:
So drought resilience isn't just about what happens on farm. It's also about the broader impact on community and the regions that we live in.
Tanya Kilminster:
As a farmer, we have so many complex decisions to make every day and it's not business as usual and so we need to be thinking about the future so that farmers, their kids, their future generations can still be in it.
Andrew Crook:
Once you lose that family farm in inverted commerce, it has a knock on effect on your local community. And so trying to make sure that every farmer is taking every opportunity to operate with best practice, I'm fairly passionate about that.
Oral McGuire:
When we get smart about white fella science and black fella science and we give it equal recognition and respect, enormous awakening and awareness.

[Video ends]
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