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Introduction
This is the transcript of a video explaining what a seed inspection is, and why we need them. The video was produced in partnership with the Australian Seed Federation.
Transcript
[Video begins]
Screen 1 video description: An officer inspects seeds using a magnifying glass.
Audio: Seed inspections play a critical role in protecting Australia’s agriculture, environment, and economy, from biosecurity risks.
Screen 2 video description: Aerial views of crops and farms.
Audio: Seeds can carry pests, diseases, and contaminants like soil, animal faecal matter, and weed seeds.
Screen 3 video description: Australian bushland.
Screen 4 video description: Port with sea containers.
Audio: To make sure imported seed consignments are safe, biosecurity officers follow strict protocols to inspect every consignment thoroughly.
Text on screen: Step 1. Documentation review.
Screen 5 video description: A biosecurity officer in the inspection room. The officer is checking documents. There is equipment on the inspection table, including a sieve for seed inspections, a laptop, and sanitiser wipes.
Audio: Before inspecting a consignment, biosecurity officers review the required documentation to make sure they match the physical consignment. There are six documents that are reviewed:
The import permit, which specifies the conditions for seed importation.
The invoice, which has details of the consignment’s contents and value.
The packing list, which provides information on the packing and quantity of seed lots.
The phytosanitary certificate, which confirms the consignment is free from pests and diseases.
The treatment certificates, which verify any treatments applied to manage biosecurity risks.
And the offshore seed analysis certificate, which documents pre-export seed testing results.
Text on screen: Import permit, invoice, packing list, phytosanitary certificate, treatment certificates, offshore seed analysis certificate.
Audio: Biosecurity officers review these documents to make sure the information provided matches the physical consignment.
Text on screen: Step 2. Consulting BICON.
Screen 6 video description: A biosecurity officer in an inspection room. The officer is checking his laptop. This is followed by a screenshot of the BICON website, showing the search results for seeds.
Audio: Biosecurity officers also confirm that the seeds meet their specific import requirements and determine what next steps to take. This is done through BICON, the Biosecurity Import Conditions system. BICON is an essential tool that provides detailed information about specific import conditions for the seed species, required treatments before export or on arrival, and packaging and labelling requirements.
Text on screen: Step 3: Sampling the seeds and WHS.
Screen 7 video description: A biosecurity officer with a seed consignment. The officer is wearing personal protective equipment including a mask and gloves. The officer is inserting a hollow metal tube, called a trier, through the plastic packaging of the seed lot to collect a seed sample. The seeds are collected in a small plastic bag.
Audio: Once all the documents are checked, biosecurity officers do a physical inspection of a sample of the consignment. Sampling is conducted using a tool called a trier, a hollow metal tube that collects a representative sample from seed sacks. Officers collect the samples only after confirming the consignment meets work, health and safety requirements.
Screen 8 video description: The biosecurity officer walks around various pallets containing seeds. He is holding a document and checking it against the consignments. The consignments are neatly piled and kept separate from each other.
Audio: Pallets containing individual seed lots must be spaced apart to enable access to the entire consignment. Different consignments must be clearly separated to avoid confusion and allow thorough inspections. No more than one pallet may be stacked on another. This ensures stability and minimises safety risks. Adhering to these requirements is crucial for maintaining safety and inspection efficiency.
Text on screen: Step 4. Inspection.
Screen 9 video description: A biosecurity officer is inspecting seeds on the inspection table. The officer pours seeds into a sieve, then spreads them out and inspects them. The officer also shakes the sieve.
Audio: Once sampled, seeds are inspected in a sterile environment. This process includes tipping seeds through a sieve to separate smaller particles, inspecting the top layer for pests, soil, weed seeds or signs of disease, and shaking the sieve to reveal any tiny contaminants.
Screen 10 video description: A biosecurity officer carefully cuts open a package of seeds on the inspection table and pours them into a petri dish. The officer crushes some of the seeds in the petri dish.
Audio: For small seed packages, officers carefully open the package and inspect seeds in a petri dish. Pelleted seeds may be crushed to check for internal contamination.
Text on screen: Step 5. Inspection outcomes.
Screen 11 video description: A biosecurity officer tapes the seed package with green release biosecurity tape.
Audio: Once the inspection is complete, consignments are either approved for release or held for further inspection. Green tape is applied to consignments that pass inspection. This means they meet biosecurity requirements and are approved for release.
Screen 12 video description: A biosecurity officer walks to a pallet of seeds with yellow biosecurity tape and indicates to the pallet.
Audio: However, if a consignment requires further action or treatment, yellow tape is applied to the consignment and it remains under biosecurity control until all risks are managed.
Text on screen: Your role in supporting biosecurity.
Text on screen: Accurate and complete documentation, pallets stacked and positioned per WHS, comply with BICON requirements for treatments, labelling, and packaging.
Audio: You can ensure smooth inspections by following a few key steps. Provide accurate and complete documentation including permits and certificates, ensure pallets are stacked and positioned to meet work, health and safety requirements, and comply with BICON requirements for treatments, labelling, and packaging.
Screen 13 video description: Aerial view of canola fields and Australian bushland.
Audio: By understanding and adhering to these guidelines, you help to prevent the spread of plant pests and disease, and protect Australia’s food supply, people’s livelihoods, and our way of life.
[Video ends]
[End of transcript.]
Acknowledgement of Country
We acknowledge the continuous connection of First Nations Traditional Owners and Custodians to the lands, seas and waters of Australia. We recognise their care for and cultivation of Country. We pay respect to Elders past and present, and recognise their knowledge and contribution to the productivity, innovation and sustainability of Australia’s agriculture, fisheries and forestry industries.
© Commonwealth of Australia 2026
Unless otherwise noted, copyright (and any other intellectual property rights) in this publication is owned by the Commonwealth of Australia (referred to as the Commonwealth).
All material in this publication is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International Licence except content supplied by third parties, logos and the Commonwealth Coat of Arms.
The Australian Government acting through the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry has exercised due care and skill in preparing and compiling the information and data in this publication. Notwithstanding, the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, its employees and advisers disclaim all liability, including liability for negligence and for any loss, damage, injury, expense or cost incurred by any person as a result of accessing, using or relying on any of the information or data in this publication to the maximum extent permitted by law.
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry	1OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry	6OFFICIAL

image1.jpg
Australian Government

Department of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Forestry




