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Plant biosecurity is about preventing the entry of exotic pests and diseases and about minimizing the impact of pests and diseases on primary production, on the environment, on social amenity. 

Farm biosecurity is important because we need to ensure that our primary production produces the highest quality and yield and supports export market access. It’s important to produce food that is healthy and enough to feed everybody. It’s important in ensuring that we have the best possible markets for our products so that we get the best possible return to the economy as well.

Simple steps that plant producers can take to enhance their plant biosecurity include really simple things like the concept of clean on, clean off. Don’t bring anything onto your property that you don’t know is clean. Clean planting material, make sure harvesters are cleaned, make sure people coming onto your property have cleaned their shoes and equipment and then similarly clean off, make sure that before things leave your property to go to another person’s property that they’re clean as well. 

Some of the pests and diseases and weeds that we are trying to stop the spread of include things like exotic fruit flies that we don’t have, that would have an impact on primary production and our environment. Some years ago we had a significant incursion of Papaya Fruit fly into Cairns and that cost an awful lot of money both to eradicate and impact on the industry.

There’s a number of diseases that we don’t have in Australia or that we have in Australia that are not wide spread and so there are good reasons to keep them where they currently are. 

If farmers see something different that they haven’t seen before that hasn’t been in their crops before, the first thing they should do is to seek advice. The best thing they can do is to ring an emergency contact number, which is 1800 084 881. That will take them straight to their local department of primary industry and someone will come out and have a look. 

For more information on farm biosecurity you can go to the DAFF website www.daff.gov.au/biosecurity or to the specific farm biosecurity site www.farmbiosecurity.com.au 
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